University of Wisconsin-Whitewater

Curriculum Proposal Form #1

New Degree, Major, or Submajor

Effective Term:
 FORMDROPDOWN 




Degree:
 FORMDROPDOWN 

Program Title:
Sociology:  Comparative Studies Emphasis


GPA Required in the Major/Submajor:
2.0
Sponsor(s):  
W. Lawrence Neuman


Department(s):
Sociology and Anthropology


College(s):
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Consultation took place:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes  (list departments and attach consultation sheet)

Departments:       
Check if:

 FORMCHECKBOX 

New Degree: Intent to Plan *


 FORMCHECKBOX 

New Degree: Final Proposal 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

New Major:  Intent to Plan *


 FORMCHECKBOX 

New Major:  Final Proposal 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

New Submajor: Minor


 FORMCHECKBOX 

New Submajor: Emphasis/Track


 FORMCHECKBOX 

New Submajor: Certificate Program


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Module: Intent to Plan


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Module: Final Proposal


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Other (list):
     
Proposal Information:  

(Procedures can be found at http://acadaff.uww.edu/Handbook/Procedures-Form1.htm) 
COMPARATIVE STUDIES 
W. Lawrence Neuman, Coordinator

1.  
BULLETIN DESCRIPTION

The Sociology:  Comparative Studies Emphasis integrates career development goals with a foundation in the liberal arts to provide students with the background needed to understand and analyze social institutions and forces across societies.  Building on the sociology major, the interdisciplinary Emphasis incorporates courses from anthropology, economics, communication, geography, history, and political science to prepare a student to make cross-society comparisons that are sensitive to diverse historical, political, economic, and cultural features.

The Emphasis prepares students for careers in international human service, non-governmental or intergovernmental organizations (NGOs, IGOs), international business settings, international religious organizations, the Foreign Service and military, and for graduate study in comparative sociology, area studies programs, and international studies/relations programs.

II.
GOALS AND LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Consistent with a growing comparative orientation in the discipline of sociology, the goals of the Emphasis are to provide students with a global-international perspective and with skills needed to make a comparative study of social institutions, conflicts, and processes.  Students will build on the skills and understandings of the traditional sociology major by including other disciplinary perspectives and apply what they learned to make comparisons across societies.  The major learning objective is to help students understand how the basic social institutions, conflicts, and processes of their own society also appear in diverse national or cultural settings.

Students will be able to combine traditional classroom learning in America with a travel study, study abroad or international internship to acquire practical-applied experience that will help them make intercultural comparisons.  To encourage study abroad experiences without creating delays in the time for students to complete a degree, a student can take up to 15 credits outside the United States that can be counted toward requirements in the Emphasis. Because many valuable courses are infrequently offered and every attempt is being made to avoid potential delays in the time for students to complete a degree, students can select from a large number of courses offered in the three groups of Section 6.

III
List of Courses

Rationale for courses
SOCIOLGY 140

INTRODUCTORY SOCIOLOGY


This course introduces students to basic sociological concepts, principles and issues. It teaches foundation material about the discipline of sociology.


SOCIOLGY 250

SOCIAL PROBLEMS  

This course introduces students to basic sociological concepts, principles and issues that applied to several contemporary problems in the United States. It is an option in the sociology major.

SOCIOLGY 252

MARRIAGE AND THE FAMILY   

This course primarily focuses on the U.S. and introduces students to basic sociological concepts, theories and issues on the family, a core social institution. It is an option in the sociology major.


SOCIOLGY 265

RACE AND ETHNIC RELATIONS

This course primarily focuses on the U.S. and introduces students to basic sociological concepts, theories and issues on the race. Race is an aspect of social diversity that is a central concern of sociology. It is an option in the sociology major.

SOCIOLGY 270

THE AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY:  A   SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE

 This course primarily focuses on the U.S. and introduces students to basic sociological concepts, theories and issues on the race. Race is an aspect of social diversity that is a central concern of sociology. It is an option in the sociology major.

SOCIOLGY 276

INTRODUCTION TO CRIMINOLOGY 

This course primarily focuses on the U.S. and introduces students to basic sociological concepts, theories and issues on the crime. Crime is a social process that has been a major concern of sociology.  It is an option in the sociology major.

SOCIOLGY 280

INTRODUCTION TO AUSTRALIAN STUDIES:  AUSTRALIAN SOCIETY & CULTURE  

This course teaches students about a non-U.S. society that has major features in common with the United States. It is an elective option in the Comparative Emphasis to be selected in consultation with an advisor based on a student’s interests and career goals.

SOCIOLGY 290

SOCIOLOGY OF PACIFIC ASIA  

This course introduces students to the societies and cultures of the Pacific Asian world region.  It is a course in the Comparative Emphasis requirement designed to increase students 
understanding of factors within non-Western societies.

SOCIOLGY 301

SOCIOLOGICAL ANALYSIS  

This course gives students basic skills in social research and theory and has them apply them to sociological topics.  It is a required course and part of the foundation of the sociology major.

SOCIOLGY 310

SOCIOLOGY OF HEALTH AND ILLNESS  

This course primarily focuses on the U.S. and introduces students to basic sociological concepts, theories and issues on illness and health care.  It is an option in the sociology major.


SOCIOLGY 312

SOCIOLOGY OF SPORT  

This course primarily focuses on the U.S. and introduces students to basic sociological concepts, theories and issues on sport.  It is an option in the sociology major.

SOCIOLGY 315

SOCIOLOGY OF DISABILITY

This course primarily focuses on the U.S. and introduces students to basic sociological concepts, theories and issues on the disability, a significant aspect of inequality and diversity of concern to sociology.
It is an option in the sociology major.

SOCIOLGY 330
SOCIOLOGY OF EDUCATION 

 This course primarily focuses on the U.S. and introduces students to basic sociological concepts, theories and issues on education, a major social institution. It is an option in the sociology major.


SOCIOLGY 340

SOCIAL MOVEMENTS AND COLLECTIVE BEHAVIOR 

This course primarily focuses on the U.S. and introduces students to basic sociological concepts, theories and issues on social movements, a significant social process. It is an option in the sociology major.


SOCIOLGY 345

SOCIOLOGY OF GENDER 

This course introduces students to sociological perspectives on gender.  It is a major aspect of social relations that has been a central concern of sociology. It is an option in the sociology major.

SOCIOLGY 350

CONTEMPORARY JAPANESE SOCIETY 

This course introduces students to the social structures, instructions, processes and culture of contemporary Japan.  It is a course in the Comparative Emphasis requirement designed to increase students understanding of factors within non-Western societies.

SOCIOLGY 351

SOCIAL STRATIFICATION AND SOCIAL INEQUALITY 

This course primarily focuses on the U.S. and introduces students to basic sociological concepts, theories and issues on social inequality. It has been a core concern of sociology and an option in the sociology major.

SOCIOLGY 352

URBAN SOCIETY 

This course primarily focuses on the U.S. and introduces students to basic sociological concepts, theories and issues on urban life, a significant factor in social relations. It is an option in the sociology major.


SOCIOLGY 353

SOCIOLOGY OF RELIGION 

This course introduces students to a sociological perspective on religion, a major social institution. It is an option in the sociology major.

SOCIOLGY 355 
SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY 

This course introduces students to concepts, theories, findings and issues in social psychology, an important level of social relations. It is an option in the sociology major.

SOCIOLGY 356

POLITICAL SOCIOLOGY

This course primarily focuses on the U.S. and introduces students to basic sociological concepts, theories and issues in political sociology.  Students learn about power relations, a significant aspect of society. It is an option in the sociology major.


SOCIOLGY 362

POPULATION DYNAMICS 

This course introduces students to the basics of demography, long a major area within sociology. The course is an option in the sociology major.


SOCIOLGY 365

SOCIOLOGY OF LAW 

This course primarily focuses on the U.S. and introduces students to basic sociological concepts, theories and issues on law, a major social institution. It is an option in the sociology major.


SOCIOLGY 367

ARCHAEOLOGY OF WOMEN 

This course examines women in early prehistory in diverse social settings. It is an option in the sociology major.

SOCIOLGY 370

JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 

This course primarily focuses on the U.S. and introduces students to basic sociological concepts, theories and issues on crime. It is an option in the sociology major.


SOCIOLGY 371

SOCIOLOGY OF HOMOCIDE 

This course primarily focuses on the U.S. and introduces students to basic sociological concepts, theories and issues on crime. It is an option in the sociology major.

SOCIOLGY 372

WHITE-COLLAR CRIME 

This course primarily focuses on the U.S. and introduces students to basic sociological concepts, theories and issues on crime. It is an option in the sociology major.


SOCIOLGY 373

SOCIOLOGY OF TERRIORISM 

This course introduces students to basic sociological concepts, theories and issues on terrorism. It is an option in the sociology major.


SOCIOLGY 374

SOCIOLOGY OF POLICE AND THE COURTS

This course primarily focuses on the U.S. and introduces students to basic sociological concepts, theories and issues on the criminal justice system. It is an option in the sociology major.


SOCIOLGY 378

SOCIOLOGY OF PUNISHMENT AND CORRECTIONS 

This course primarily focuses on the U.S. and introduces students to basic sociological concepts, theories and issues on criminal justice system. It is an option in the sociology major.


SOCIOLGY 379

WOMEN AND CRIME 

This course primarily focuses on the U.S. and introduces students to basic sociological concepts, theories and issues on gender and crime. It is an option in the sociology major.


SOCIOLGY 380

ORGANIZATIONS AND SOCIETY 

This course primarily focuses on the U.S. and introduces students to basic sociological concepts, theories and issues on organizations, a major feature of contemporary societies. It is an option in the sociology major.

SOCIOLGY 385

SOCIOLOGY OF GLOBALIZATION 



This course provides students with a background on global economic processes and the role advanced industrial societies in the Western cultural tradition and their place in the processes of industrialization and globalization.  It is a course in the Comparative Emphasis requirement designed to help students develop an understanding of advanced Western societies and global forces. 

SOCIOLGY 388

THE HOLOCAUST: NAZI GERMANY & THE GENOCIDE OF THE JEWS
 This course introduces students to a major historical event of great significance and teaches them how to understand it using a sociological perspective. It is an option in the sociology major.

SOCIOLGY 391

RACE AND ETHNICITY IN COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVE

This course provides students with basic skills in recognizing, evaluating and making comparisons across societies/cultures and emphasizes the race and ethnicity across societies. It is a Comparative Emphasis foundation course.

SOCIOLGY 455

SOCIOLOGY OF THE FAMILY

This course primarily focuses on the U.S. and introduces students to sociological concepts, theories and issues on the family. It is an option in the sociology major.


SOCIOLGY 465

EXTRAORDINARY GROUPS:  THE SOCIOLOGY OF INTENTIONAL COMMUNITIES 

This course primarily focuses on the U.S. and introduces students to sociological concepts, theories and issues about self-generated, intentional communities.  It is an option in the sociology major.

SOCIOLGY 473

SOCIAL THEORY:  CLASSICAL AND CONTEMPORARY PERSPECTIVES

This course introduces students to theory in 
sociology. It is a required course and part of the foundation of the sociology major.

SOCIOLGY 476

METHODS OF SOCIAL RESEARCH

This course introduces students to research in social science.  It is a required course and part of the foundation of the sociology major.

SOCIOLGY 478

SOCIOLOGY IN PRACTICE  

This course prepares students for the course, Applied Sociology.

SOCIOLGY 493

APPLIED SOCIOLOGY  

This course gives students internship experiences in which they apply their learning in practical work settings that are usually outside the university.  It is an option in the sociology major.

TRAVEL STUDY 

This course that may be offered under many department numbers gives students direct experience and field learning in a society outside of the U.S. SOCIOLGY 491

TRAVEL STUDY  

This course gives students direct experience and field learning in a society outside of the U.S. where sociological issues are emphasized. It is an elective option in the Comparative Emphasis to be selected in consultation with an advisor based on a student’s interests and career goals.

STUDY ABROAD TRANSFER CREDITS 

These are credits for university courses taken by students outside the United States. It is an elective option in the Comparative Emphasis to be selected in consultation with an advisor based on a student’s interests and career goals.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE The foreign language requirement is designed to provide Comparative 



Emphasis students with a rudimentary exposure to the impact of different 


languages on perception, understanding, expression, and culture.

ANTHROPL 218
CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY This course gives students basic skills and knowledge for recognizing, evaluating and making comparisons across 
societies/cultures and emphasizes the importance of variation across societies from an anthropological perspective.  It is a Comparative Emphasis foundation course.

ANTHROPL 324
PEOPLES AND CULTURES OF THE PACIFIC

This course introduces students to peoples in the Asian world region.  It is a course in the Comparative Emphasis requirement designed to increase students understanding 
of factors within non-Western societies.

ANTHROPL 334
WOMEN IN CROSS-CULTURAL PERSPECTIVE

This course provides students with basic skills in recognizing, evaluating and making comparisons across societies/cultures and emphasizes gender relations in various societies. It is a Comparative Emphasis foundation course.

ECON 351

THE ECONOMIES OF ASIA (EMERGING MARKETS)  

This course teaches students about economic relations and processes in the Asian 

region. It is a course in the Comparative Emphasis requirement designed 


to increase students understanding of factors within non-Western societies.

ECON 359

COMPARATIVE ECONOMIC SYSTEMS 





This course provides students with basic skills in recognizing, evaluating and making comparisons across societies/cultures and emphasizes the importance of variation across societies from an economics perspective. It is a Comparative Emphasis foundation course.

ECON 360

GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE WORLD ECONOMY  



This course provides students with a background on global economic processes and the role advanced industrial societies in the Western cultural tradition and their place in the processes of industrialization and globalization.  It is a course in the Comparative Emphasis requirement designed to help students develop an understanding of advanced Western societies and global forces. 

ECON 401

INTERNATIONAL ECONOMICS  

This course has students examine international trade and comparative economic advantage in world economic relations. It is an elective option in the Comparative Emphasis to be selected in consultation with an advisor based on a student’s interests and career goals.

ECON 406

INTERNATIONAL FINANCE AND BANKING 

This course has students examine international financial markets and banking. It is an elective option in the Comparative Emphasis to be selected in consultation with an advisor based on a student’s interests and career goals.

ECON 431

ECONOMICS OF GLOBALIZATION 








This course provides students with a background on global economic processes and the role advanced industrial societies in the Western cultural tradition and their place in the processes of industrialization and globalization.  It is a course in the Comparative Emphasis requirement designed to help students develop an understanding of advanced Western societies and global forces. 

ECON 351

THE ECONOMICS OF ASIA  

This course introduces students to economies in the Asian world region.  It is a course in the Comparative Emphasis requirement designed to increase students understanding of factors within non-Western societies.

GEOGRPY 230

HUMAN GEOGRAPHY 

This course provides students with a basic skills in recognizing, evaluating and making comparisons across societies/cultures and emphasizes the importance of variation across societies from a geographic perspective.  It is a Comparative Emphasis foundation course.

GEOGRPY 336

WOMEN IN ASIA:  ENVIRONMENT, WORK, AND DEVELOPMENT 

This course teaches students about gender relations and other processes in the Asian region. It is a course in the Comparative Emphasis requirement designed to increase students understanding of factors within non-Western

GEOGRPY 346

GLOBALIZATION AND THE CITY  

This course has students examine urban dynamics with a focus on the impact of globalization. It is an elective option in the Comparative Emphasis to be selected in consultation with an advisor based on a student’s interests and career goals.

GEOGRPY 362

GEOGRAPHY OF EUROPE  



This course teaches students about This course provides students with a background on European advanced industrial societies.  It is a course in the Comparative Emphasis requirement designed to help students develop an understanding of advanced Western societies and global forces. 

GEOGRPY 363

GEOGRAPHY OF SOUTH AMERICA 

This course teaches students about geographic relations and processes in South America. It is a course in the Comparative Emphasis requirement designed to increase students understanding of factors within societies outside the advanced 
Western core of the world’s social-economic order.

GEOGRPY 364

GEOGRAPHY OF ASIA 

This course teaches students about geographic relations and processes in the Asian region. It is a course in the Comparative Emphasis requirement designed to increase students understanding of factors within non-Western societies.

GEOGRPY 365

GEOGRAPHY OF MIDDLE AMERICA

This course teaches students about geographic relations and processes in Middle America. It is a course in the Comparative Emphasis requirement designed to increase students understanding of factors within societies outside the advanced 
Western core of the world’s social-economic order.

HISTRY 307

RECENT AMERICA, 1945 TO PRESENT



 This course provides students with a background on United States, the leading advanced industrial societies in the Western cultural tradition and in the processes of globalization.  It is a course in the Comparative Emphasis requirement designed to help students develop an understanding of advanced Western societies and global forces. 

HISTRY 343

MODERN LATIN AMERICA  

This course teaches students about recent history of Latin America. It is a courses in the Comparative Emphasis requirement designed to increase students understanding of factors within societies outside the advanced Western core of the world’s social-economic order.

HISTRY 347

REVOLUTIONARY CHANGE IN LATIN AMERICA 

This course teaches students about recent social-political change in Latin America. It is a course in the Comparative Emphasis requirement designed to increase students understanding of factors within societies outside the advanced 
Western core of the world’s social-economic order.

HISTRY 360

COMPARATIVE INTELLECTUAL HISTORY; ASIAN AND EUROPEAN THOUGHT  

This course has students compare the historical development of significant events and leading ideas in Europe and Asia. It is an elective option in the Comparative Emphasis to be selected in consultation with an  advisor based on a student’s interests and career goals.

HISTRY 367

HISTORY OF CAPITALISM IN THE WEST



 This course provides students with a background on global economic processes and the role advanced industrial societies in the Western cultural tradition and their place in the processes of industrialization-globalization.  It is a course in the Comparative Emphasis requirement designed to help students develop an understanding of advanced Western societies and global forces. 

HISTRY 433

TWENTIETH CENTURY JAPAN  

This course teaches students about recent Japanese history. It is a course in the Comparative Emphasis requirement designed to increase students understanding of factors within non-Western societies.

HISTRY 434

SOCIAL HISTORY OF JAPAN  

This course teaches students about social issues in recent Japanese history.  It is a course in the Comparative Emphasis requirement designed to increase students understanding of factors within non-Western societies.

HISTRY 460

HISTORY OF 20TH CENTURY EUROPE 



 This course provides students with a background on Europe’s advanced industrial societies. It is a course in the Comparative Emphasis requirement designed to help students develop an understanding of advanced Western societies and global forces. 

INTNAR 488

TOPICS IN INTERNATIONAL STUDIES 

This is a topical seminar that has students examine a major issue in international studies. It is an elective option in the Comparative Emphasis to be selected in consultation with an advisor based on a student’s interests and career goals.

MANGEMNT 410
INTERNATIONAL MANAGEMENT
This is a course that provides students with preparation for working in a management position in an organization with significant international activity. It is an elective option in the Comparative Emphasis to be selected in consultation with an advisor based on a student’s interests and career goals.

MANGEMNT 465
GLOBAL OPERATIONS STRATEGY 

This is a course that provides students with preparation for working in a management position in an organization with significant international activity. It is an elective option in the Comparative Emphasis to be selected in consultation with an advisor based on a student’s interests and career goals.

MARKETING 361
INTERNATIONAL MARKETING 

This is a course that provides students with preparation for working in a marketing area in an organization with significant international activity. It is an elective option in the Comparative Emphasis to be selected in consultation with an advisor based on a student’s interests and career goals.

POLISCI 255

INTRO TO COMPARATIVE GOVERNMENT 

This course provides students with basic skills in recognizing, evaluating and making
 comparisons across societies/cultures and emphasizes the importance of variation across societies from a political perspective.  It is a Comparative Emphasis foundation course.

POLSCI 340

POLITICS OF DEVELOPMENT

This course teaches students about political institutions and processes in the Asian region. It is a course in the Comparative Emphasis requirement designed to increase students understanding of factors within non-Western societies.

POLSCI 351

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS  

This course introduces students to issues of war, peace and nationalism in the international system of nation states. It is an elective option in the Comparative Emphasis to be selected in consultation with an advisor based on a student’s interests and career goals.

POLISCI 352

COMPARATIVE GOVERNMENT – EUROPE  



This course provides students with a background European advanced industrial societies.  It is a course in the Comparative Emphasis requirement designed to help students develop an understanding of advanced Western societies and global forces. 

POLISCI 460

GOVERNMENTS AND POLITICS OF ASIA   

This course teaches students about political institutions and processes in the Asian region. It is a course in the Comparative Emphasis requirement designed to increase students understanding of factors within non-Western societies.

POLISCI 461

GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS OF AFRICA 

This course teaches students about political institutions and processes in the Asian region. It is a course in the Comparative Emphasis requirement designed to increase students understanding of factors within non-Western societies.

POLISCI 471

GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS OF THE MIDDLE EAST

This course teaches students about political institutions and processes in the Middle East region. It is a course in the Comparative Emphasis requirement designed to increase students understanding of factors within non-Western societies.

POLISCI 472

GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS IN CHINA


This course teaches students about political institutions and processes in China. It is a course in the Comparative Emphasis requirement designed to increase students understanding of factors within non-Western societies.

RELIGST 211

INTRODUCTION TO EASTERN RELIGIONS

This course teaches students about religious traditions, beliefs and values in Asian societies. It is a course in the Comparative Emphasis requirement designed to increase students 
understanding of factors within non-Western societies.

RELIGST 212

INTRODUCTION TO WESTERN RELIGIONS




This course provides students with a background Western cultural-religious traditions.  It 



is a course in the Comparative Emphasis requirement designed to help students develop 



an understanding of Western societies.
RELIGST 303

EASTERN RELIGIOUS THOUGHT 

This course teaches students about religious traditions, beliefs and values in Asian societies. It is a course in the Comparative Emphasis requirement designed to increase students 
understanding of factors within non-Western societies.

SPEECH 424

CROSS-CULTURAL COMUNICATION    

This course provides students with basic skills in recognizing, evaluating and making comparisons across societies/cultures and emphasizes the importance of variation across societies from a communication perspective. . It is an elective option in the Comparative Emphasis to be selected in consultation with an advisor based on a student’s interests and career goals.

CLASSES WILL BE OFFERED ON A REGULAR ROTATION BASIS

COMPARATIVE STUDIES EMPHASIS (BA/BS)

II.  
LIST OF COURSES


MAJOR - 54 UNITS (30 units Sociology AND 24 units


Comparative Studies)



1. 
SOCIOLGY 301 AND SOCIOLGY 476



(COMPUTER LITERACY AND STATISTICS ARE



SATISFIED BY SOCIOLGY 476)

2. 
SOCIOLGY 473 (SATISFIES WRITING REQUIREMENT)

3. 
SELECT AT LEAST THREE UNITS FROM EACH OF THE FOUR


NUMBERED GROUPS (i.e., 1A, 2A, 3A, 4A) BELOW.  INCLUDE AT LEAST NINE


UNITS FROM COURSES NUMBERED 300 OR ABOVE.


GROUP 1A: SOCIOLGY 140 (GS), SOCIOLGY 250 (GS), SOCIOLGY 


340, SOCIOLGY 352, SOCIOLGY 355, SOCIOLGY 356, SOCIOLGY 


362, SOCIOLGY 380, SOCIOLGY 385


GROUP 2A: SOCIOLGY 265, SOCIOLGY 270 (GS), SOCIOLGY 280,  


SOCIOLGY 290, SOCIOLGY 345, SOCIOLGY 350, SOCIOLGY 351,


SOCIOLGY 353, SOCIOLGY 367, SOCIOLGY 388, SOCIOLGY 391, 


SOCIOLGY 465

GROUP 3A: SOCIOLGY 252, SOCIOLGY 310, SOCIOLGY 312, 


SOCIOLGY 315, SOCIOLGY 319, SOCIOLGY 330, SOCIOLGY 390,

SOCIOLGY 455 


GROUP 4A: SOCIOLGY 276, SOCIOLGY 365, SOCIOLGY 370, 


SOCIOLGY 371, SOCIOLGY 372, SOCIOLGY 373, SOCIOLGY 374,


SOCIOLGY 378, SOCIOLGY 379

4.
ATTAIN A MINIMUM PROFICIENCY EQUAL TO ONE 


COLLEGE-LEVEL YEAR OF A FOREIGN LANGUAGE OR THE 


EQUIVALENT (2 HIGH SCHOOL YEARS OF THE SAME FOREIGN 


LANGUAGE) 

5.
SELECT SIX UNITS FROM THE FOLLOWING:  ANTHROPL 218 OR ANTHROPL 334, ECON 359 OR POLISCI 255, GEOGRPY 230, SOCIOLGY 391

                             6.
SELECT THREE UNITS FROM GROUPS 1B AND 2B AND SIX UNITS FROM GROUP 3B.  NO MORE THAN SIX OF THE TWELVE UNITS CAN BE FROM THE SAME DEPARTMENT.  COURSES CREDITED TOWARD AREA “A” CANNOT BE CREDITED TOWARD AREA “B”. 


GROUP 1B:  ECON 360 OR ECON 431, GEOGRAPHY 334, HISTRY 367, SOCIOLGY 385




GROUP 2B:  GEOGRPY 362, HISTRY 307, HISTRY 360, HISTRY 460, POLISCI 352, RELIGST 212



GROUP 3B:
 ANTHROPL 324, ANTHROPL 312, ECON 351, ECON 451, GEOGRPY 336, GEOGRPY 363, GEOGRPY 364, GEOGRPY 365, HISTRY 343, HISTRY 347, HISTRY 433, HISTRY 434, POLSCI 340, POLISCI 460, POLISCI 461, POLISCI 471, POLISCI 472, RELIGST 211, RELIGST 303, SOCIOLGY 290, SOCIOLGY 350  





7.
ELECTIVES.  SELECT FIFTEEN UNITS FROM ANY OF THE FOLLOWING IN CONSULTATION WITH ADVISOR:


ECON 401, ECON 406, GEOGRPY 346, INTNAR 488, MANGEMNT 410, MANGEMNT 465, MARKETING 361, POLISCI 351, SOCIOLGY 280, SOCIOLGY 478, TRAVEL STUDY AND/OR STUDY ABROAD TRANSFER CREDITS, SOCIOLGY 493, AND COURSES IN SECTION 5 OR GROUPS 1B, 2B AND 3B IN SECTION 6 (COURSES CREDITED TOWARD SECTION 5 OR AREA “A” OR “B” REQUIREMENTS CANNOT BE CREDITED IN SECTION 7).

IV. 
RELATIONSHIP TO MISSION OF INSTITUTION

The proposed Emphasis is consistent with UW-Whitewater’s primary mission to advance “the development of the individual, the growth of personal and professional integrity and respect for diversity and global perspectives.... by providing academic and co-curricular programs that emphasize the pursuit of knowledge and understanding and a commitment to service...”  The Emphasis reinforces the mission to, “provide a range of undergraduate programs and degrees, including interdisciplinary programs, in letters, sciences, and the arts as well as programs and degrees leading to professional specialization.”  

V.
RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER PROGRAMS ON CAMPUS AND IN THE UW-SYSTEM AND REGION

Several programs at UW-Whitewater teach students about other nations.  The foreign language, area study, international relations, and international business programs all give students opportunities to learn about other nations.  Most emphasize a single nation or region, or focus on the government and business dimensions of international relations.  None have as their primary goal cultivating a student’s ability to make inter-societal comparisons of socio-cultural features.  The Comparative Studies Emphasis also integrates and coordinates the sociology and anthropology offerings of a multidiscipline department.

The Comparative Studies Emphasis also differs from the International Studies Minor in several ways.  First, only one of the four courses in the core International Studies Minor (cross-cultural communication) is in the Foundations of Comparison Core (Section 5) of the Comparative Studies Emphasis.  Second, the International Studies Minor requires a concentration in one geographic area, Africa and the Middle East, Asia, Europe or Latin America.  Emphasis students take courses on comparative processes and two broad world areas (Western and Non-Western). The Emphasis focuses on comparisons (i.e., noting commonalities and differences) among cultural beliefs, societal characteristics, social institutions, conflicts or processes that occur within several nations. Third, the International Studies Minor focuses on international economic processes and intergovernmental actions.  The Comparative Studies Emphasis focuses on making comparisons of the social-cultural features among different societies.

The Emphasis also supports the work of the UW-Whitewater International Education and Programs Office with its Study Abroad Programs.

Sociology departments outside Wisconsin have been incorporating a comparative focus, but no other campus in the UW-System yet offers a sociology major with a comparative studies emphasis.  Several campuses have international studies majors or minors or area study programs. UW-Madison also has an interdisciplinary Global Studies program that can be added to most liberal arts majors, including sociology.  Thus, the Comparative Emphasis is a unique program that will provide expanded opportunities for UW-W students.

VI.
PROJECTED SOURCE(S) OF RESOURCES

The Comparative Studies Emphasis requires no additional instructional resources.  Students take courses already offered by several departments.  The Emphasis encourages increased cooperation and coordination among departments.  The Emphasis should not require additional administrative or student advising support.  A faculty member of the Sociology Department will act as the coordinator for the Emphasis.

VII.
STUDENT NEED AND DEMAND

The Comparative Studies Emphasis helps students with a sociology background to move beyond a narrow mono-cultural orientation limited to the American experience.  The Emphasis prepares students to make meaningful comparisons of social structures and processes across cultural settings.  It gives them the analytic skills to ask questions and compare social institutions and events (e.g., crime, family structure, race relations) in multiple societal contexts.  The Emphasis expands student critical thinking and high-level reasoning capabilities by creating an awareness of how social processes operate in diverse cultural settings.  Such a background enhances the ability of students with a sociology major to compete for jobs in an increasingly global society.

The processes of globalization and increased international travel and interaction make essential the ability to see and understand how different societies operate.  Government, non-government, and private sector organizations that interact with people and organizations beyond United States borders increasingly demand employees who have a global understanding and who possess skills to make cross-cultural comparisons.

Comparative studies have rapidly grown within the academic field of sociology over the past two decades and professional associations now have comparative studies sections.  This has been a response to critiques of ethnocentrism in the discipline and to increased globalization.  It is also due to a greater awareness of cultural factors and a growing recognition that comparing social structures and processes across cultural settings provides valuable insights that are otherwise unattainable.

The ability to make cross-cultural comparisons gives students a foundation to develop three skills that are in high demand:  (1) Organizations need persons who are aware of ideas, policies, or programs used across international borders and who are capable of evaluating whether and how they might be borrowed and exchanged.  (2) Organizations increasingly rely on persons with the background and skills that enable them to interact in a confident, capable manner in a rapidly changing environment with people and organizations based in several different nations.  (3) Organizations and communities are increasingly comprised of people with diverse cultural backgrounds, including recent immigrants. They increasingly need to develop leaders who have a deep global awareness and who can smoothly and rapidly adjust to very diverse cultural assumptions, interaction styles, and background beliefs.
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