University of Wisconsin-Whitewater

Curriculum Proposal Form #4

Change in or Deletion of an Existing Course

Type of Action (check all that apply)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Course Deletion
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Requisite Change

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Course Revision
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Repeatability Change

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Description Change*
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Diversity Option

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Title Change
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  General Education Option

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Number Change

area:   FORMDROPDOWN 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Contact Hour Change and or Credit Change
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Computer Requirement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Grade Basis
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Writing Requirement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Add Cross-listing
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other:  GS
      *  Use Form 5, if only a Description Change

Effective Term:   FORMDROPDOWN 

Current/Old Course Number:
ANTHROPL 220    
Cross-listing:
     
New Course Number:
         
Cross-listing:
     
Current/Old Course Title: 
Tombs, Temples and Buried Treasure: Introduction to Archaeolgy
New Course Title:             
     
25-Character Abbreviation (if new title):       
Sponsor(s):       
Jo Burkholder
Department(s): 
Sociology, Anthropology, & Criminal Justice
College(s):        
 FORMDROPDOWN 

List all programs that are affected by this change:



If programs are listed above, will this change affect the Catalog and Advising Reports for those programs?  If so, have Form 2's been submitted for each of those programs?  

(Form 2 is necessary to provide updates to the Catalog and Advising Reports)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NA  
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 They will be submitted in the future

Proposal Information:  (Procedures can be found at http://acadaff.uww.edu/Handbook/Procedures-Form4.htm) 

I. Detailed explanation of changes (use FROM/TO format)

FROM:

TO:

II. Justification for action

The proposed course Anthropology 220: Tombs, Temples and Buried Treasures: Introduction to Anthropology is intended to meet several of the defined goals for General Studies.  The connections made in this course are detailed below.

Goal 1. Think critically and analytically, integrate and synthesize knowledge, and draw conclusions from complex information.
A primary purpose of the discipline of Anthropology as a whole is to work cross-culturally to examine similarities and differences and to foster critical thinking.  The focus of the 220 course on popular misconceptions behind the field of archaeology will ask students to examine information that they have from multiple sources – the media, popular and academic literature, historical descriptions, eyewitness accounts, etc – and ask them to analyze and synthesize that information into an accurate understanding of the human past.

Goal 2. Make sound ethical and value judgments based on the development of a personal value system, on an understanding of the cultural heritage students share, and a knowledge of past successes, failures, and consequences of individual roles and societal choices.
While only the last of the lectures for 220 specifically addresses ethics this lecture is saved for last because it builds on a semester’s worth of exploration of what the United Nations Education Social Science and Culture Organization (UNESCO) defines as “world heritage.”  Students will be presented with the difficult issues surrounding ownership of shared material culture, the needs for preservation and conservation, and the roles that they and their society play in the success or failure of those efforts on an international basis.

In addition, the world prehistory aspect of the course presents students with some of the major milestones in human history – walking upright, using fire, spreading over the globe, creating art and symbolic communication, domesticating plants and animals, inventing hierarchical forms of government, building cities, written records etc.  As part of the critical thinking aspect of the course students will be asked to consider whether these milestones represent successes or failures in light of the consequences.

Goal 3. Understand and appreciate the cultures of the U.S.A. and other countries, both contemporary and historical; appreciate cultural diversity; and live responsibly in an interdependent world.
This course presents a 4 million year cultural history of the human species.  Though it does not specifically focus on the cultures within specific, contemporary, political borders, it does present many of the roots of modern cultural diversity – e.g. different “cradles” of civilization, different histories of domesticates.  This “past without borders” approach sees the modern world as the product of ever changing and interacting spheres of influence with the growth and decline of different world systems.  It lays a ground work for seeing the interdependent contemporary world, not as a completely new and novel phenomenon, but as a product for which we are all responsible.

Goal 4. Acquire a base of knowledge common to educated persons, the capacity to expand that base over their lifetime by understanding the way that knowledge is generated, organized, tested, and modified, while recognizing the past and current limits to understanding.
Archaeology, for better or worse has its roots in antiquarianism, a mode of thought that has been linked with the elite aspects of education.  Dating to the era of “grand tours,” to be educated implied a worldly sophistication wherein one could tell the difference between cultural materials from Europe, West and East Asia, etc.  

While many of us are now uncomfortable with the elitist implications of this type of knowledge it is true that the spectacular discoveries of archaeologist and their colleagues in related fields continue to make national and international headlines.  In that sense then this course provides a framework for students to interpret new and newsworthy findings, gives them a vocabulary with which to intelligibly discuss that information with peers, and lays a foundation for understanding the strategies used to test, verify and organize new information about the human past.  Our study of frauds, fakes, and forgeries of various kinds that have mislead scientific investigations will help students understand past and current limits to understanding.

Goal 5. Communicate effectively in written, oral, and symbolic form with an appreciation of aesthetic and logical considerations in conveying ideas.
Effective communication involves both reading and writing well.  Anthropology 220 asks students to read from several different types of sources running the gamut from internet sites and other popular media to scholarly articles of the highest caliber.  Class discussions, exercises, and exams will challenge students effectively convey what they know about various topics and present information in logical and convincing ways.

Goal 6.  Understand the natural and physical world; the process by which scientific concepts are developed, tested, and modified; and the reliability and limitations of scientific knowledge. 
Archaeology today stands always with one foot in the sciences and one in the humanities.  No presentation of human evolution and adaptation to the changing post-Pleistocene world can avoid challenging students to understand something of the natural and physical world.  The scientific aspects of archaeology explored through the computer modules on archaeological methods and theories present students with the techniques by which archaeologists collect and analyze data, interpret information and test and modify theories.  Specific attention will be given to an archaeological hierarchy of inferences – what we think we can know, with what degrees of relative certainty.

Goal 7.  Appreciate the importance of the fine and performing arts.
The humanities aspect of archaeology places it at the foundation of classical understandings of fine arts.  In fact, it has been archaeological investigations that have produced most of the examples of ancient and classical art that forms the basis for art history. What archaeology brings to this that is different from traditional approaches to the arts is a deeper understanding of the cultural context in which “masterpieces” like the caves at Altamira or Lascaux, or the crowning jewels of Queen Pu’abi of Ur were created.

Goal 8. Develop the mathematical and quantitative skills necessary for calculation, analysis, and problem solving and the ability to use a computer when appropriate.
Clearly this is not the primary focus of this course.  Anthropology 220 does however, ask students to make extensive use of computers through the use of the Revealing Archaeology courseware.  Within the context of that material students are exposed to the ideas surrounding the detection of archaeological patterns about time and space and are provided opportunities to test their new knowledge though problem solving exercises such as an archaeological stratigraphy problem and a seriation exercise, both of which ask students to use different types of data, including radiocarbon dates with statistical ranges of variation, into a logical historical sequence.

Goal 9. Understand the factors and habits that are essential for continual mental and physical health and well being, and evaluate the information and advise offered on these topics.

Again, clearly this is not a major emphasis of this course. But again, Anthropology 220 does however provide students with a very long term perspective on humanness.  In looking at major milestones in the human past and their impact on individuals and societies, students are provided with clues to what makes for happy and healthy human beings.  Explorations of the human past provide students with models of human behavior that kept us healthy and happy for thousands, if not millions of years, encouraging students to compare their own lifestyles to those that supported our ancestors for millennia.  For example, one might be encouraged to think about why if fat was so important and influential in the evolution of the human brain does it now pose such a threat to our health and well-being?  When fad diet books ask people to adopt some kind of “primordial” diet, this course will have laid a foundation from which students can evaluate the data provided and think critically about such advice.

III. Syllabus/outline (if course Revision)

N/A
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