University of Wisconsin-Whitewater

Curriculum Proposal Form #3

New Course

Effective Term:
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Subject Area - Course Number:
English 111 
Cross-listing:
     
(See Note #1 below)

Course Title: (Limited to 65 characters)
Grammar Review for Formal Writing
25-Character Abbreviation:  
Grammar Review


Sponsor(s):  
Joseph Hogan 
Department(s):
Languages and Literatures
College(s):
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Consultation took place:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes  (list departments and attach consultation sheet)

Departments:       


Programs Affected:
English
Is paperwork complete for those programs? (Use "Form 2" for Catalog & Academic Report updates)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 

will be at future meeting

Prerequisites:
     
Grade Basis:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Conventional Letter
 FORMCHECKBOX 

S/NC or Pass/Fail
 

Course will be offered:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Part of Load
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 Above Load 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

On Campus
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Off Campus - Location       

College:
 FORMDROPDOWN 

Dept/Area(s):
English
Instructor:
Michael Longrie

Note: If the course is dual-listed, instructor must be a member of Grad Faculty.
Check if the Course is to Meet Any of the Following:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Computer Requirement
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Writing Requirement


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Diversity 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  General Education Option:   FORMDROPDOWN 
   

Credit/Contact Hours: (per semester)

Total lab hours:
     
Total lecture hours: 
16
 

Number of credits:
1
Total contact hours:
16 

Can course be taken more than once for credit?  (Repeatability)  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes          If "Yes", answer the following questions:

No of times in major:
     
No of credits in major: 
     
 

No of times in degree:
     
No of credits in degree:
      

Proposal Information: (Procedures can be found at http://acadaff.uww.edu/Handbook/Procedures-Form3.htm)

Course justification:  Surveys of majors and alumni have revealed a consistent trend indicating students identify their knowledge of grammar to be weaker than their skills relating to interpreting literature, writing, or thinking.
Relationship to program assessment objectives: Department objectives state that “English Education majors should be able to describe and apply . . . traditional grammar.”


Budgetary impact: Since this will have a small specific audience and count for only 1 credit, it will be able to be fitted into the regular course rotation.

Course description: A five week intensive review of the principles of grammar, punctuation, and usage that are associated with formal English for future educators and business, and other professionals.


Course requisites:


If dual listed, list graduate level requirements for the following:

1. Content (e.g., What are additional presentation/project requirements?) 


2. Intensity (e.g., How are the processes and standards of evaluation different for graduates and undergraduates? ) 


3. Self-Directed (e.g., How are research expectations differ for graduates and undergraduates?) 


Course objectives and tentative course syllabus:

The course objective is to prepare prospective educators and other professionals to be able to discuss and model in their own writing grammar, usage, and punctuation conventions characteristic of formal written English.

Books for the course:

Hacker, Diana. Rules for Writers. 5th ed. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2003

Emery, Donald W., et al.  English Fundamentals, 12th ed. New York: Longman, 2002.

Evaluation: Exercises, quizzes, and a final examination.
Week I:   
The Formal Style

The nature and history of formal writing, its historical roots, what it looks like, when it is used, what effect it has on its readers, and how it differs from other discourse styles.

Week II: 
Basic Sentence Structure

A review of the parts of speech, phrases, and clauses, including an overview of the grammatical functions of subordination, coordination,  complementation, modification, and predication.

Week III: 
Formal Sentences

Definitions of sentence types, along with strategies for formalizing writing, addressing issues of precision, completeness, nests, clusters, and connections.

Week IV:
Formal Punctuation and Spelling

Punctuation conventions, how they indicate the flow of information and tone; strategies for accurate spelling, including a review of difficult words.

Week V:
Formal Usage

Conventions involving the use of verbs and modifiers, agreement, case; Informal usage to avoid in formal writing.

Bibliography: (Key or essential references only.  Normally the bibliography should be no more than one or two pages in length.  Indicate current library holdings by placing an asterisk [*])

*Burchfield, R. W., and H. W. Fowler, eds. The New Fowlers Modern English Usage. 3rd ed. Oxford: Oxford UP, 1996. [The most recent edition of this standard reference work on modern usage.]

Emery, Donald W., et al.  English Fundamentals, 12th ed. New York: Longman, 2002. [The “classic grammar workbook,” this text contains copious exercises for testing and developing skills in grammar, punctuation, and usage.]

Follett, Wilson, rev. Erik Wensberg. Modern American Usage: A Guide. New York: Hill and Wang, 1998. [The most recent edition of a standard work on American as opposed to British usage.]

*Huddleston, Rodney D. and Geoffrey K. Pullum. The Cambridge Grammar to the English Language. Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 2002. [The most recent comprehensive grammar, rivaling Quirk.]

*Morris, William, ed. Harper Dictionary of Contemporary Usage. New York: Harper and Row, 1975. [This reference source features a “usage panel,” a group of language experts and opinion setters making pronouncements on the usage patterns of words in formal English.]

*Quirk, Randolph, et al.  A Comprehensive Grammar of the English Language. New York: Longman, 1985. [This mammoth reference book is viewed by some scholars to be the authoritative grammar of English.]

Notes:

1. Contact the Registrar's Office (x1570) for available course numbers.  A list of subject areas can be found at http://acadaff.uww.edu/Handbook/SubjectAreas.html
2. The 15 and 25 character abbreviations may be edited for consistency and clarity.
3. Please submit electronically when approved at the college level - signature sheet to follow in hard copy.
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