University of Wisconsin-Whitewater

Curriculum Proposal Form #3

New Course

Effective Term:
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Subject Area - Course Number:
SOCWORK  330 
Cross-listing:
     
(See Note #1 below)

Course Title: (Limited to 65 characters)
Legal Issues In Social Work Practice
25-Character Abbreviation:  
LegalIssuesSocialWork


Sponsor(s):  
Janet Wright, Jim Winship
Department(s):
Social Work
College(s):
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Consultation took place:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes  (list departments and attach consultation sheet)

Departments:  Political Science


Programs Affected:
     
Is paperwork complete for those programs? (Use "Form 2" for Catalog & Academic Report updates)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 

will be at future meeting

Prerequisites:
SOCWORK 102
Grade Basis:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Conventional Letter
 FORMCHECKBOX 

S/NC or Pass/Fail
 

Course will be offered:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Part of Load
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 Above Load 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

On Campus
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Off Campus - Location       

College:
 FORMDROPDOWN 

Dept/Area(s):
Social Work
Instructor:
James Winship

Note: If the course is dual-listed, instructor must be a member of Grad Faculty.
Check if the Course is to Meet Any of the Following:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Computer Requirement
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Writing Requirement


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Diversity 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  General Education Option:   FORMDROPDOWN 
   

Credit/Contact Hours: (per semester)

Total lab hours:
     
Total lecture hours: 
48
 

Number of credits:
3
Total contact hours:
48 

Can course be taken more than once for credit?  (Repeatability)  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes          If "Yes", answer the following questions:

No of times in major:
     
No of credits in major: 
     
 

No of times in degree:
     
No of credits in degree:
      

Proposal Information: 

Course justification: The Social Work Advisory Council has strongly recommended a course which would familiarize social work students to areas of the legal system that impacts on their practice. This has been a consistent recommendation from the Advisory Council for several years. Field placement students have also consistently reported that there is a need to learn more around legal issues before their internships.


Relationship to program assessment objectives:
 This course will enhance students’ ability to meet several of the learning objectives of the social work program, especially:

· Understand the history of the social work profession and its current structures and issues.

· Analyze the impact of social policies on client systems, workers, and agencies.

Budgetary impact:  This course will only be offered when there are funds from the college are available, as professional social workers will be teaching the class.


Course description: This course introduces students to the knowledge and skills necessary to work with the court system and advocate for their clients within that system. Chapters 48, 51, 55, and 938 and court testimony will be explained. Students will follow a case, make decisions around their case and write court reports throughout the course.


Course requisites: SOCWORK 102 

Course objectives and tentative course syllabus:


Course Objectives:

A.
Understanding the framework of laws, regulations, ethics and values that is integral to social work practice

1. Students will achieve a general understanding of the legal system in the U.S.

2. Students will achieve a general understanding of professional ethics, especially the Social Work Code of Ethics.

3. Students will achieve a general understanding of the ways that individual, organizational, and socieal values affect client behavior and social work practice.

4. Students will achieve a general understanding of the way laws, ethics, and values are interwoved in social work practice.

B. Understanding  legal areas that influence child welfare practice.

1.
Students will achieve a general understanding of Chapter 48 law concerning child abuse and neglect.

2. 
Students will achieve a general understanding of Chapter 938 law concerning status offenses and delinquency.

3. 
Students will achieve a general understanding of Chapters 51 and 55, procedural process and client rights

4.
Students will understand the differences and similarities in the above legislation

C.  Understanding and implementing case management within a legal framework

1.
Students will be able to develop and continually assess treatment plans with families.

2.
Students will be able to monitor case progress

3.
Students will be able to understand the interaction of the court system with families where there is potential or actual court jurisdiction
D.
Developing  legal skills for effective decision-making on cases.

1. Students will be able to examine safety issues and laws in case planning.

2. Students will be able to identify measurable timeframes with the court and the family.

3. Students will be able to conduct ongoing assessment of case progress, and  demonstrate the social worker’s accountability to the courts.

4. Students will be able to understand decision-making around out of home placement/protective placements/permanency plans.

5. Students will be able to demonstrate knowledge of legal timeframes with out of home placements/mental health commitments.

6. Students will be able to differentiate between psychiatric definitions and legal definitions.

D.  Enhancing writing skills necessary for court intervention

1.
Students will be able to connect the importance of clear concise notes to court testimony.

2.
Students will be able to to write acceptable court reports.

3.
Students will be able to demonstrate the importance of confidentiality in gathering and sharing legal information.

E.   ProvidingCourt Testimony

1.
Students will achieve a general understanding of the process for being prepared for presenting testimony.

2. 
Students will demonstrate a beginning skill level in providing court testimony.

3.
Students will achieve anl understanding of  importance of dress and demeanor when testifying.

5. Students will achieve an understanding of the limits of the information and issues about which they can testify.

Topic Outline 

Week One-Overview

A.
Overview of the course

B.
Introduction to the legal system of the United States, and the role of the  child welfare and juvenile justice systems within that larger system

Week Two-Ethics, Values, and the Law

A.
Role of professional ethics in social work practice, especially the Social Work Code of Ethics

B.
Role of workers’ values and clients’ values in social work practice

C.
Intersection of ethics, values, and the law

Week Three- Chapter 48 (child welfare)

A.
Definitions of terms and overview of Chapter 48

B.
Investigation and intake procedures

C.
Court process

D.
Post-disposition work: permanency planning, family reunification, termination of parental rights, and concurrent planning

Week Four—Chapter 938 (juvenile justice)

A.
Definitions of terms and overview of Chapter 938

B.
Juvenile referral process and intake

C.
Court process 

D.
Post-disposition—role of the family, permanency planning

E.
Community safety and juvenile accountability

Week Five—Chapter 51  
A. Definitions of terms and overview of Chapter 51

B. Investigation

C. Court process-client rights, key players, procedures


D. Treatment and Rights of Persons under Commitment

E. Discharges and Recommitments

F. Relationship to Chapter 880/55, Chapter 48, Chapter 938 and Criminal Justice System
Week Six—Chapters 880 and 55  

A. Definitions of terms and overview of Chapter 880 and Chapter 55

B. Investigation

C. Alternatives to Court-Community resources 

D. Court Process-client rights, procedures, and standards

E. Annual Reviews

F. Transfers and Discharges

G. Relationship to Chapter 51, Chapter 46.90, Chapter 48 and the Criminal Justice System

Week Seven—Review of legislation

A.
Similarity and differences between these laws

B.
Mid-term exam

Week Eight—Laws regulating privacy, confidentiality, and release of information

A.
Federal Privacy Act of 1974

B.
HIPAA

C.
Intersection of laws with social work ethics and professional practice

Week Nine—Case management within a legal framework

A.
Preparation of treatment plans with families

B.
Monitoring and revising treatment plans

C.
Interaction of the court system with families where there is potential or actual court jurisdiction

Week Ten—Effective Decision Making

A.
Safety issues and laws in case planning

B.
Approaches for identify measurable timeframes with the court and the family.

C.
Process of conducting ongoing assessment of case progress, and  demonstrating the social worker’s accountability to the courts.

Week Eleven-- Effective Decision Making (continued)

A.
Decision-making around out of home placement/protective placements/permanency plans

B.
Knowledge of legal timeframes with out of home placements/mental health commitments

C.
Differentiation between psychiatric definitions and legal definitions

Week Twelve- Writing skills

A
The importance of clear concise notes (and behavioral phrasing) in court testimony.

B.
Approaches for writing acceptable court reports

C.
The importance of confidentiality in gathering and sharing legal information.

Week Thirteen— Court Testimony 

A.
The process for being prepared for presenting testimony.

B.
Approaches for displaying professionalism--importance of dress and demeanor when testifying

C.
Limits of the information and issues about which social workers can testify.

Week Fourteen--—Presentation and discussion of case studies 
Week Fifteen

A.
Discussion of issues not covered elsewhere 

B.
Synthesis of material from the course

Methods for evaluating students 

A mid-term and final exam will comprise 40% of the course grade.  Students’ performance on case studies will be 50% of the grade, with the simulated court testimony 10% of the course grade.

Proposed  texts

Schroeder, Leila Obier (1995).  The Legal Environment of Social Work (2nd edition).  Washington, DC: National Association of Social Workers.

Reader in Legal Issues in Social Work Practice (with the text of Wisconsin laws and other pertinent material)
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