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I.  Course Justification

The select mission of the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater includes the provision of  “supportive services and programs for students with disabilities.”  Thus it is surprising that the University offers few courses on the topic of disability.  The currently available courses are offered by the Department of Special Education in the College of Education.  This department’s curriculum includes a few advanced undergraduate and graduate courses that are restricted to students who have been admitted to the professional program in education.  Only SE 201, “Disability in Society,” and SE 205, “Psychology of the Exceptional Child,” are available to the general student body.  The former is a general introduction to the subject, and the latter is a specialized course that focuses on issues related to children.

The proposed course will be the first offered in the College of Letters and Sciences and will entail a more in-depth examination of the sociological dimensions of disability than is currently available in the existing course array.  The course will enhance the offerings of the Sociology Department and will support the recently developed interdisciplinary minor in Family and Health Studies.

II.  Relationship to Program Assessment Objectives

*To develop critical thinking skills and an ability to analyze diverse social phenomena from a sociological perspective.

*To understand the structural sources of social inequality and the policy dilemmas associated with the amelioration of human suffering. 

*To develop an appreciation of social diversity and the range of human experience.

III.  Budgetary Impact

No financial impact will be associated with the course.  The instructor will incorporate it into his regular rotation of offerings.  Existing library resources are adequate, and further purchases will come from the regular departmental library budget.

IV.  Course Description

Sociology of Disability is an examination of the social construction of disability, including its historical and cross-cultural variations, institutional and organizational contexts, and interactional and emotional dimensions.  Particular attention is given to the experience of living with various biomedical conditions and the ways in which the social status of disability is related to other forms of social inequality and difference.

V.  Courses Requisites

General Education 130 (Individual and Society), Special Education 201 (Disability in Society), 3 credits of Sociology, or consent of instructor. 

VI.  If dual listed, list graduate level requirements   (NA)

VII.  Course Objectives and Tentative Course Syllabus

   Course Objectives  

*To develop a sophisticated understanding of the social construction of disability, including its historical and cross-cultural variations, institutional and organizational contexts, and interactional and emotional dimensions.

*To develop an appreciation of the life experiences of people with disabilities and the social and biomedical conditions that make it more difficult to fully participate in society.

*To develop an understanding of the ways in which the social status of disability is related to other forms of social inequality and difference.

   Required Books

No Pity: People with Disabilities Forging a New Civil Rights Movement, by Joseph P. Shapiro (New York: 

      Times Books, 1994).

Disability and the Life Course: Global Perspectives, edited by Mark Priestley (New York: Cambridge 

      University Press, 2001).

Moving Violations: War Zones, Wheelchairs, and Declarations of Independence, by John Hockenberry 

      (New York: Hyperion, 1995).

Planet of the Blind: A Memoir, by Stephen Kuusisto (New York: Delta, 1998).

Baby Face: A Story of Heart and Bones, by Jeanne McDermott (New York: Penguin, 2000).

   Course Topic Outline

I.  Introduction to the Sociology of Disability

Weeks 1-2

Defining the subject matter

Concepts and theoretical perspectives

Weeks 3-4

Historical and cross-cultural variations

The disability rights movement

II.  Social Patterns of Disability and Biomedical Difference

Weeks 5-7

Deafness

Blindness

Weeks 8-9

Cognitive impairments

Weeks 10-11

Mobility impairments

III.  Contemporary Social Policy Issues

Weeks 12-13

Disability law

Economic, educational, and recreational opportunities

Weeks 14-15

Rehabilitative medicine, social services, and technological change

Controversies in biomedical ethics

   Course Requirements

Grades will be based on three exams consisting of multiple choice and essay questions, a series of short papers (1 to 5 pages) on various course topics, and attendance and participation in class discussions.
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