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Proposal Information

I. Detailed explanation of changes (use FROM/TO format)

FROM: Journlsm 245 Copy editing and layout 

A study of copy editing, headline writing, picture selection, proof reading, newspaper page makeup and design, the selection and placing of news stories in order of importance, editorial responsibilities and practical media layout with emphasis on the newspaper. A two hour lab is included,  Prereq Journalism 243 or Speech 203 

TO:Journlsm 245  Publication editing

The course covers the proper use of language, spelling, punctuation and accepted writing style in news stories. It concentrates on use of the Associated Press Stylebook to check capitalization, abbreviations, numerals, and titles. Grammar fundamentals, sentence structure and news format are covered.  Prereq: Journlsm 244 or Speech 203 

II. Justification for action

This class was formerly Copy Editing and Layout. It has been split into two separate courses because of the large amount of material in the original course.  Adequate time was not available in one course to make students proficient in both areas. 

The prerequesite change reflects the changes in structure of the Journalism major curriculum.

Relationship to program assessment objectives:
This new course is part of a revision of the Journalism major, including advertising, print and broadcast journalism emphases.  The new major incorporates sequenced objectives throughout the program, and adds more rigor in both theory and application courses.  
Budgetary impact:
None.  Can be taught as part of load by print journalism faculty. Through a revised course offering schedule, this course will become a Fall semester offering while its counterpart (Journlsm 248, Publication Layout) will be a Spring semester offering.  Therefore, there is no additional staffing needed.  
III. Syllabus/outline (if course Revision)

Publication Editing

Journalism 245
Objectives of the course:

To provide a more specific opportunity for students to acquire copy editing skills without the overload of layout, design and graphics.

To understand the purpose and role of copy editors as news writing gatekeepers of language, punctuation, legal and ethical issues, need for accuracy, and style in a media operation.

To gain basic knowledge and skills for editing news articles based on the Associated Press stylebook.

Texts: 

Associated Press, The (2000) Associated Press Stylebook and Libel Manual.  

Baskette, F.K. & Sissors, J.Z. (1999).  The Art of Editing, 6th ed.  New York: MacMillan

Strunk W. & White, E.B. (1979). The Elements of Style.  New York: MacMillan

Course Schedule:

Week  1    Introduction: Understanding the principles of copy editing. 

                 Function of universal and specialized copy desks.  

Week  2    Press ethics: Libel. Slander. Invasion of privacy issues. 

Week  3    Understanding the use of the AP Stylebook. Mechanical aspects of editing.

Week   4    Spelling. Most Common misspelled words. Punctuation. Editing Quiz     

Week    5    Names. Different spelling. Editing  Quiz

Week    6   Use of Figures. Editing Quiz

Week    7   Abbreviations. Military. Political. States. Editing Quiz.

Week    8    News sense. What needs to be in a story? 5Ws-How. Editing Quiz

Week    9   News leads.  Inverted pyramid structure.  Editing Quiz

Week     10 Writing headlines and editing cut lines.  Editing Quiz 

Week     11  Edit different types of leads. Editing Quiz

Week     12   Simplify jargon. Avoid scientific and technical language. Avoid clichés.

Week      13   Handling corrections.

Week      14  Copy reading vs. rewriting. Rewrites.

Week       15  Review use of AP Style book

Week       16  Final editing exam  

Grading:   Individual quizzes (10) will be each worth 5 points for a total of 50 points. Final exam will be worth 50 points. Final grade will be based as follows 90 to 100 will equal A; 80 to 89 B; 70 to 79 C; 65-69 D; 0-64 F. 

Quizzes, will be based on editing a variety of stories and knowledge of material covered in the class.
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