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PROPOSAL TO ADD A NEW EMPHASIS IN BUSINESS TO THE INTERNATIONAL STUDIES MAJOR

Catalog description 

The catalog description for the International Studies major currently reads as follows:

“The international studies major is an interdisciplinary program, with an international emphasis, that provides a liberal arts education. It is intended to help prepare students for a variety of careers in the private and public sectors. Washington, D.C. internships, a summer seminar at the United Nations in New York, and study abroad programs are available through the major.” 

This proposal suggests a new catalog description for the revised major:

“The International Studies major is an interdisciplinary program that combines a broad liberal arts education on international issues with the opportunity to choose between three emphases:  Foreign Language and Area Studies, Business, and Public Diplomacy. The major is intended to prepare students for a variety of careers in the private and public sectors, e.g., diplomacy, law, education, business, finance, journalism, demography, and more. The major requires foreign language study and an international experience.”

Rationale for proposing new submajor:
The current International Studies major does not require a minor.  Majors take a variety of courses with international subject matter; the program as a whole has little focus beyond a regional emphasis. Many students are interested in International Studies, but shy away from the major because of concern about related career opportunities. In addition, although a minor is not required, approximately half of those students who decide to major in International Studies also pursue a minor, usually one of the Professional Minors in Business Studies. This means that the combined number of credits in their major and minor is between 80 and 90. This new submajor would give students the option of adding an emphasis in business as part of the International Studies major.

This new submajor  will help to meet the goal of internationalizing the curriculum, as articulated in the university strategic plan and the Chancellor's goals.  Although there is already a General Business International Emphasis available as an option  for Business majors, that emphasis requires only  9 credits in non-business or economics courses, in three disciplines (Political Science, Speech, and Religious Studies), in addition to a 16-credit unique language requirement. Students majoring in International Studies with this submajor would be required to take 18 credits of required courses in six disciplines and 9-12 credits of electives across an even larger number of disciplines. They could use these 9-12 credits of electives to specialize in a region, to enhance their international economic knowledge, for example, and graduate with good career or graduate school prospects. 

The goals and learning objectives of this submajor are the same as for the current International Studies major. While International Studies remains primarily a liberal arts major, the addition of more career-focused emphases is an effort to take advantage of some of UW-Whitewater’s greatest strengths and to position our students for the widest range of opportunities as they pursue employment in an increasingly globalized job market or pursue graduate study on international issues. 

The new major, with the proposed new emphasis in Business, is set out below.

MAJOR - 54 UNITS 

UNIQUE REQUIREMENTS:

(1) A MINIMUM OF 16 CREDITS OF THE SAME FOREIGN LANGUAGE OR EQUIVALENT CERTIFIED BY OUR FOREIGN LANGUAGE FACULTY IN THE DEPARTMENT OF LANGUAGES AND LITERATURES.

(2) MINIMUM GRADE-POINT AVERAGE OF 2.25 IN THE MAJOR.

REQUIRED COURSES:

 1. ANTHROPL 218 OR HISTRY 326 OR RELIGST 211 OR RELIGST 212 

 2. GEOGRPY 230 OR SOCIOLGY 385

3. POLISCI 351, INTRNAR 488 AND SPEECH 424 

4. ECON 401 OR ECON 359

5. 3 CREDITS OF TRAVEL STUDY COURSES OR STUDY ABROAD COURSES

6. Select one of the three emphases: Foreign Language and Area Studies, Business, or Public Diplomacy

 EMPHASIS in FOREIGN LANGUAGE AND AREA STUDIES (33 credits)

1. SELECT 15 UNITS FROM ONE OF THE AREAS: AFRICA, ASIA, EUROPE, LATIN AMERICA, WITH NO MORE THAN 9 UNITS FROM ANY ONE DISCIPLINE.

2. SIX UNITS OF ANY FOREIGN LANGUAGE IN ADDITION TO THE 16 UNITS IN THE UNIQUE REQUIREMENT.  

3. IN CONSULTATION WITH AN ADVISOR, SELECT 12 ADDITIONAL UNITS FROMTHE LIST OF COURSES APPROVED FOR THE INTERNATIONAL STUDIES MAJOR. 

EMPHASIS IN BUSINESS (33 credits)

1. SELECT ONE OF THE EXISTING PROFESSIONAL MINORS IN BUSINESS STUDIES

2. 9-12 UNITS OF ELECTIVES, FROM LIST OF COURSES APPROVED FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDIES MAJOR

Writing Requirement: Topics in International Studies (INTRNAR 488) includes a significant writing component which will fulfill the writing requirement. No minor required. 
  
  LIST OF APPROVED COURSES


  
 AFRICA: 

AFRIAMR 496 Black Political and Social Thought

ENGLISH 324 Post-Colonial Literatures

FORNLANG 496   Special Studies [Arabic I and II]

HISTRY 150 Atlantic History

 HISTRY 340 Introduction to African History 

HISTRY 340 Politics of Development

 POLISCI 461 Governments and Politics of Africa 

 POLISCI 471/671 Government and Politics in the Middle East 
  
  

ASIA: 

 ECON 451 Economics of Asia

ENGLISH 323 Asian Literatures

FORNLANG 101  Beginning Japanese

FORNLANG 102  Beginning Japanese II

FORNLANG 103  Beginning Japanese III

FORNLANG 141  Beginning Chinese

FORNLANG 142  Beginning Chinese

FORNLANG 201  Intermediate Japanese 

 GEOGRPY 364 Geography of Asia 

 GEOGRPY 368 Geography of the Soviet Union 

 HISTRY 130 The East Asian Tradition 

 HISTRY 131 East Asia Since 1800 

 HISTRY 372 History of Russia Since 1815 

 HISTRY 432 Banditry, Rebellion and Revolution in Modern China 

 HISTRY 433 Twentieth Century Japan 

HISTRY 434 Social History of Japan

 RELIGST 211 Introduction to Eastern Religions 

 RELIGST 303 Eastern Religious Thought 

 POLISCI 460 Government and Politics of Asia 

 POLISCI 472 Government and Politics of China 

 SOCIOLGY 280 Intro. to Australian Studies 

 SOCIOLGY 290 Sociology of Pacific Asia

SOCIOLGY 350 Contemporary Japanese Society

 ANTHROPL 324 Peoples and Cultures of the Pacific 
  
  

EUROPE: 

 ARTHIST 201 Survey of Western Art - Ancient to Medieval 

 ARTHIST 202 Survey of Western Art - Renaissance to the Present

ARTHIST 305 History of Women in Art 

 ARTHIST 316 History of Nineteenth Century Art 

 ARTHIST 318 History of Twentieth Century Art to 1945 

 ARTHIST 319 Concepts in Art Since 1945 

 ECON 404 History of Economic Thought 

 ENGLISH 206 British Literature Survey I 

 ENGLISH 216 British Literature Survey II 

ENGLISH 347 British Modernism

ENGLISH 360 Postwar British Literature (1945-present)

FORNLANG 496 Special Studies [Russian I and II]

FRENCH 310 French Phonetics

FRENCH 321 Advanced French Language Study

FRENCH 322 Advanced French Language Study

FRENCH 331 Readings in Modern French

FRENCH 332 Readings in Modern French

FRENCH 340 Contemporary French Civilization

 FRENCH 350 French Civilization

FRENCH 370 Introduction to Business French 

 FRENCH 451 Survey of French Literature 

 FRENCH 452 Survey of French Literature (18th Century to Present) 

FRENCH 481  French Classics

 FRENCH 482 Contemporary French Literature 

GERMAN 310  German Phonetics

GERMAN 321 Advanced German Language Study

GERMAN 322 Advanced German Language Study

 GERMAN 331 Reading in Modern German Literature 

 GERMAN 332 Reading in Modern German Literature 

 GERMAN 350 German Civilization 

 GERMAN 451 Survey of German Literature 

 GERMAN 452 Survey of German Literature (18th Century to Present) 

 GEOGRPY 362 Geography of Europe 

 GEOGRPY 368 Geography of the Soviet Union

HISTRY 351 Rebellion and Revolution in England 

 HISTRY 352 England and the British Empire 

 HISTRY 372 History of Russia Since 1815 

 HISTRY 381 Modern Germany 

 HISTRY 460 History of Twentieth Century Europe 

 RELIGST 212 Introduction to Western Religions

RELIGST 388/SOCIOLGY 388 The Holocaust: Nazi Germany 

 POLISCI 352 Comparative Government – Europe

SPANISH 310 Spanish Phonetics 

SPANISH 321 Advanced Spanish Language Study

SPANISH 322 Advanced Spanish Language Study

SPANISH 331 Peninsular Spanish Readings I

SPANISH 332 Peninsular Spanish Readings II

SPANISH 350 Spanish Civilization

SPANISH 370 Spanish for Business

SPANISH 451 Survey of Spanish Literature

SPANISH 452 Survey of Spanish Literature

SPANISH 481 Spanish Classics
  
  

LATIN AMERICA: 

 MUSC 144 Cultural Music of the Americas

MUSC 241 Survey of Latin American Music 

 CHICANO 330 Chicano and Latino American Thought 

 SPANISH 333 Spanish American Readings I 

 SPANISH 334 Spanish American Readings II 

 SPANISH 360 Spanish American Civilization 

 SPANISH 453 Survey of Spanish American Literature

SPANISH 454  Survey of Spanish American Literature

 SPANISH 483 Contemporary Spanish American Narrative 

 GEOGRPY 363 Geography of South America 

 GEOGRPY 365 Geography of Middle America 

HISTRY 150 Atlantic History 

 HISTRY 342 Early Latin American History to 1860 

 HISTRY 343 Modern Latin American History 1860 to Present 

 HISTRY 346 History of Mexico 

HISTRY 347 Revolutionary Change in Latin America

 ANTHROPL 312 Civilizations and Societies of Latin America 
  
  

OTHER APPROVED COURSES:
  
 ANTHROPL 228 Anthropology of Religion 

ANTHROPL 334 Women in Cross-Cultural Perspective

 
ARTHIST 316 History of Nineteenth Century Art 

 ARTHIST 318 History of 20th Century Art to 1945 

 ARTHIST 319 Concepts in Art Since 1945

ECON 360 Economic Development 

 ECON 404 History of Economic Thought 

 ECON 406 International Finance and Banking 

 ECON 431 Economics of Globalization

 ECON 438 Urban Economics 

 ECON 471 Natural Resources and Environmental Economics

MANGEMNT 410 International Management 

 MARKETNG 361 International Marketing 

 GEOGRPY 332 Political Geography

GEOGRPY 340 Economic Geography

GEOGRPY 344 Urban Geography

 HISTRY 326 History of Contemporary Women (from 1800) 

PHILSPHY 342 Modern Philosophy

 POLISCI 247 Issues and Crises in American Politics (International Topics) 

 POLISCI 255 Intro to Comparative Government 

POLISCI 340 Politics of Development

 POLISCI 350 International Law 

  

 POLISCI 411 Modern Political Thought 

 POLISCI 412 Contemporary Political Thought 

 POLISCI 457 American Foreign Policy 

 POLISCI 462 Social Welfare Policy 

 POLISCI 463 Peace Studies: Conflict Resolution 

 POLISCI 464  Women in International Relations

POLISCI 356 Political Sociology 

 RELIGST 330 Women and Religion

 SOCIOLGY 356 Political Sociology 

 SOCIOLGY 353 Sociology of Religion 

 SOCIOLGY 362 Population Dynamics 

 SOCIOLGY 385 Sociology of Globalization

SPEECH 202
Principles of Public Relations

SPEECH 203
Public Relations Tactics I

SPEECH 204
Public Relations Tactics II 

SPEECH 240
Public Speaking

SPEECH 302 
Public Relations Strategies

SPEECH 327
 Introduction to Organizational Communication 

SPEECH 328
Communication Conflict Resolution 

SPEECH 345
Persuasion 

SPEECH 422
Communication Theories 

JOUR 430
Communication and Public Opinion

SPEECH 431
Mass Communication in Society 

JOUR 431
Mass Communication in Society 

Resources needed to implement the program:
There will be costs associated with the revision of promotional materials for the major and efforts to inform students about the new opportunities associated with the revision. Funds for this purpose are included in a 2-year Title VI(a) grant to enhance international studies received from the US Department of Education in spring 2003. The number of International Studies majors is currently small (30). While the revisions proposed are intended to enhance the major’s appeal, the number of students selecting the major will most likely increase slowly over time. As a result, it is unlikely that there will be a need for additional resources beyond those provided for in the grant. 

* Note: You must receive approval from System to plan a new Degree or Major (submajors not included)
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