University of Wisconsin-Whitewater

Curriculum Proposal Form #2

Change in Degree, Major, or Submajor

Effective Term:
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Type of Action:
 FORMDROPDOWN 

Degree:
 FORMDROPDOWN 

Program Title:
Website Development and Administration Minor


GPA Requirement for the Major/Submajor:

Sponsor(s):  
Bennette Harris


Department(s):
Mathematical and Computer Sciences


College(s):
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Consultation took place:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes  (list departments and attach consultation sheet)

Departments:  BSED/CNA
Proposal Information:  

(Procedures can be found at http://acadaff.uww.edu/Handbook/Procedures-Form2.htm)  

Total number of credit units in program:

Before change
24
After change
24


1. Exact description of request:

Summary

The requirements of the minor are being changed due to the creation of a new course which more precisely fits the needs of the program.  The new requirements also reflect the change in the Department to regard COMPSCI 172 as the primary entrance course into computer science programs.

From (as listed in catalog and on AR)
WEBSITE DEVELOPMENT AND ADMINISTRATION

MINOR - 24 UNITS 
1.   ARTSTDIO 222
2.   COMPSCI 171
3.   COMPSCI 372 OR MCS 231
4.   BSEDCNA 357
5.  COMPSCI 381, COMPSCI 382, COMPSCI 481 AND COMPSCI 482  


To (to be listed in catalog and on AR)
WEBSITE DEVELOPMENT AND ADMINISTRATION

MINOR - 24 UNITS 
1.   ARTSTDIO 222
2.   COMPSCI 172 AND COMPSCI 181
3.   COMPSCI 372 OR MCS 231
4.  COMPSCI 381, COMPSCI 382, COMPSCI 481 AND COMPSCI 482  


2. Relationship to mission and strategic plan of institution, and/or college and department goals and objectives:

A few years ago the Department instituted new Website Development Minor and Certificate programs.  The continued maintenance and enhancement of these programs is critical to sustaining the quality of programs in the dynamic area of website development.

3. Rationale:

As first proposed, the Website Development Minor and Certificate programs consisted entirely of courses offered by the Mathematical and Computer Sciences Department.  After significant consultation, two of the proposed new entry-level courses were replaced by the existing courses BSEDCNA 357 and ARTSTDIO 222.  Now, however, as part of a broad package of revisions designed to enhance the MCS major, a new course (COMPSCI 181) has been designed that, while satisfying the particular needs of MCS, also provides a better fit for the needs of the Website Development programs than does BSEDCNA 357.  Part of this proposal is to replace the requirement in BSEDCNA for the new COMPSCI 181 course.

The other aspect of this proposal is to replace COMPSCI 171 with COMPSCI 172 as a requirement in the program.  The Department of Mathematical and Computer Sciences finds that most students entering the university with an interest in pursuing the Web Development programs have already had significant high school experience with computer programming.  Thus, the Department now views COMPSCI 171 as a low-level course for those with no prior programming experience, while COMPSCI 172 is regarded as the appropriate entry-level course for collegiate study in computer science.

4. Cost Implications:

Little or none.  COMPSCI 181 as part of the MCS revision should have sufficient capacity to handle the Website Development students.  In addition, the increase in demand for COMPSCI 172 should be matched by a reduction in students required to take COMPSCI 171.
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