University of Wisconsin-Whitewater

Curriculum Proposal Form #2

Change in Degree, Major, or Submajor

Effective Term:
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Type of Action:
 FORMDROPDOWN 

Degree:
 FORMDROPDOWN 

Program Title:
Computer Science Minor


GPA Requirement for the Major/Submajor:

Sponsor(s):  
Jonathan Kane


Department(s):
Mathematical and Computer Sciences


College(s):
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Consultation took place:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes  (list departments and attach consultation sheet)

Departments:  MCS, Curriculum and Instruction
Proposal Information:  

(Procedures can be found at http://acadaff.uww.edu/Handbook/Procedures-Form2.htm)  

Total number of credit units in program:

Before change
24
After change
24


1. Exact description of request:

Summary

The exact requirements of the Computer Science minor are being changed to add somewhat more flexibility to student seeking to computer the minor program.

From (as listed in catalog and on AR)
COMPUTER   SCIENCE 

MINOR - 24 UNITS 
1.   COMPSCI 172 AND COMPSCI 271 
2.   ONE  OF  COMPSCI 372, MCS 231, COMPSCI 443,  OR  COMPSCI 445 
3.   ONE  OF  COMPSCI 322,  COMPSCI 412,  OR COMPSCI 424 
4.  ONE  OF COMPSCI 433,  COMPSCI 434,  MATH 471,  OR  MCS 210 
5. ONE  OF  COMPSCI 302  OR COMPSCI 475 
6. TO COMPLETE  A  TOTAL OF  24 UNITS, SELECT  ADDITIONAL  COURSES  FROM:  COMPSCI 302, 307, 322, 381, 382, 412, 424, 433, 434, 443, 445, 475, 481, 482,  MATH 280, 471, MCS 210, 220, 232, 325, 425 
 7. A  MINIMUM OF SIX  COURSES  IN COMPUTER  SCIENCE  ARE  REQUIRED  FOR  THIS  MINOR. 


To (to be listed in catalog and on AR)
COMPUTER SCIENCE


MINOR – 24 UNITS

1. 
COMPSCI 172, MCS 220, MCS 231, COMPSCI 271

2. 
TO COMPLETE A TOTAL OF 24 UNITS, SELECT ADDITIONAL COURSES FROM THE FOLLOWING: ANY COMPUTER SCIENCE COURSE NUMBERED 300 OR ABOVE; ANY MANAGEMENT COMPUTER SYSTEMS COURSE; MATH 280; CIGENRL 475 (CIGENRL 475 IS RESTRICTED TO STUDENTS SEEKING A BSE DEGREE, STUDENTS SEEKING CERTIFICATION TO TEACH COMPUTER SCIENCE SHOULD TAKE THIS COURSE)

2. Relationship to mission and strategic plan of institution, and/or college and department goals and objectives:

Two years ago many new courses were added to the Computer Science offerings in part as preparation for an envisioned Computer Science major.  Plans for a Computer Science major are now on hold, and the newly implemented courses have had difficulty running due to low enrollment.  The Department of Mathematical and Computer Sciences is responding by cutting back on the number of upper level computer science courses being offered and is taking advantage of some overlap with Computer Science and MCS offerings.  The proposal is worded so that it will be possible for MCS and Web Development minors to complete a Computer Science minor as well.

3. Rationale:

In 2001-2002, the Computer Science offerings were greatly expanded and the Computer Science minor was revised.  Since then several of the new course offerings have failed to run due to low enrollment.  The changes suggested in this proposal reflect this reality and will give both the Department of Mathematical and Computer Sciences and Computer Science minor students more flexibility in course scheduling and selection.  The inclusion of the CIGENRL 475 course will make this minor an appropriate program for students seeking a certificate to teach Computer Science in the secondary schools, and, thus, allows the deletion of the minor in Computer Science Education Emphasis.

Students will still have no trouble finding appropriate courses to take to complete the minor program.  In addition to the required four courses, there are nine MCS courses (MCS 214, MCS 314, MCS 232, MCS 325, MCS 425, MCS 331, MCS 431, MCS 475, and MCS 391) and eight Computer Science courses (COMPSCI 412, COMPSCI 302, COMPSCI 381, COMPSCI 382, COMPSCI 481, COMPSCI 482, COMPSCI 433, COMPSCI 471) which will be offered on a regular basis.

4. Cost Implications:

These changes will result in a cost savings since the Department of Mathematical and Computer Sciences will not be forced to teach as many upper level Computer Science courses which currently have very low enrollment.
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