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         I.   CATALOG DESCRIPTION OF THE PROGRAM

The Liberal Studies minor is designed for students who want a broad liberal arts background and the flexibility to tailor their studies to their own needs, interests and career goals.  The minor encompasses study of a wide range of disciplines, including the arts, humanities, sciences and social sciences, which enable students to develop breadth of vision, a capacity for critical thinking, communication skills, and a fundamental understanding of human nature, society and values.  

The Liberal Studies minor is particularly appropriate for students with an online major and for non-traditional, returning, and transfer students who wish to complete a degree.  Every effort is made to include applicable transfer courses within the minor and to allow the student to fulfill the requirements with online courses and courses scheduled to accommodate working adults.

        II.   STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES

The student will increase his or her abilities to:  (1) think critically and analytically; (2) make sound ethical and value judgments; (3) communicate effectively in written and oral form; understand the value of the liberal arts; (5) understand and apply the informational gathering and organizing methodologies of some liberal discipline; and (6) use information technology; apply the concepts of the liberal arts to understanding issues in society and in her or his own life.  The student also will (7) increase her or his base of knowledge common to educated persons.

       III.  LIST OF COURSES

Units required: 24

At least 12 units must be at the 300/400 level

Courses counted in the major cannot be counted in this minor 

Courses counted in University (General Education) requirements may not be counted in this minor

No more than 4 courses from any one subject area may be counted in this minor

No more than 2 courses from the major subject area may be counted in this minor

1. LIBST 201 Introduction to Liberal Studies or LIBST 499 Senior Thesis

2. SELECT 3 UNITS FROM ETHICS COURSES:

The following course(s) may be used to satisfy this requirement: 

BIOLOGY 247 Bioethics, INTRAUNV 246 Business Ethics, PHILSPHY 245 Contemporary Moral Issues, PHILSPHY 247 Bioethics, PHILSPHY 261 Ethics 

3. SELECT 3 UNITS FROM COMMUNICATION AND CREATIVE EXPRESSION COURSES:

The following course(s) may be used to satisfy this requirement:

ENGLISH 274 Creative Writing, ENGLISH 370 Advanced Composition, ENGLISH 373 Poetry Writing, ENGLISH 375 Fiction Writing, ENGLISH 376 Screenwriting, ENGLISH 377 Introduction to Playwriting SPEECH 420 Listening Behavior, SPEECH 424 Cross Cultural Communication, PHILSPHY 271 Introduction to Aesthetics, SPEECH 344 Argument,  SPEECH 345 Persuasion

4. SELECT 3 UNITS FROM ANALYTICAL SKILLS COURSES:

The following course(s) may be used to satisfy this requirement:

ECON 245 Business Statistics I, ENGLISH 372 Technical and Scientific Writing, MATH 230 Introductory Statistics, MATH 231 Understanding Probability and Statistics, MATH 243 Short Calculus for Business and Social Sciences, MATH 250 Applied Calculus Survey for Business and the Social Sciences, PHILSPHY 251 Logic, PSYCH 215 Basic Statistical Methods, ANY COURSE IN ASTRONOMY, BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES, CHEMISTRY OR PHYSICS NOT USED FOR GENERAL EDUCATION CREDIT.

5. SELECT 3 UNITS FROM WESTERN CULTURAL HERITAGE COURSES:

The following course(s) may be used to satisfy this requirement:

ARTHIST 201 Survey of Western Art—Ancient to Medieval, ARTHIST 202 Survey of Western Art—Renaissance to Present, ARTHIST 305 History of Women in Art,  ARTHIST 311 History of Greek and Roman Art,  ARTHIST 312 History of Medieval Art, ARTHIST 313 History of Italian Renaissance Art,  ARTHIST 314 History of Northern Renaissance Art,  ARTHIST 315 History of Baroque Art,  ARTHIST 316 History of 19th Century Art, AFRIAMR 100 Introduction to Black Culture,  CHICANO 200 Chicano Literature,  ENGLISH 200 Chicano Literature,  ENGLISH 206 British Literature Survey I,  ENGLISH 251 Classical Myth and Legend,  ENGLISH 252 The Bible as Literature,  ENGLISH 321 Ancient Western Literature, HISTORY 154 Western Civilization,  HISTORY 324 American Indian History,  HISTORY 325 Women in the Western World,  HISTORY 351 England 1066-1688,  HISTORY 355 The Renaissance and Reformation,  HISTORY 375 European Revolutions,  PHILSPHY 341 Classical Philosophy,    RELIGST 212 Introduction to Western Religions,  RELIGST 252 The Bible as Literature, RELIGST 355 The Renaissance and Reformation

6. SELECT 3 UNITS FROM CONTEMPORARY CULTURE COURSES:
The following course(s) may be used to satisfy this requirement:

ARTHIST 317 Modern Architecture, ARTHIST 318 Twentieth Century Art,  ARTHIST 319 Art since 1945,  AFRIAMR 141 Modern Black American History, AFRIAMR 360 Black Political and Social Thought,  AFRIAMR 396 Current Issues in Black Studies: Social Sciences,  AFRIAMR 397 Current Issues in Black Studies: Humanities,  AFRIAMR 345 African-American Literature, CHICANO 201 Contemporary Chicano Literature,  CHICANO 330 Chicano and Latino American Thought,  ENGLISH 201 Contemporary Chicano Literature,  ENGLISH 216 British Literature Survey II,  ENGLISH 236 American Literature Survey II,  ENGLISH 263 The Contemporary Novel,  ENGLISH 345 African-American Literature,  ENGLISH 346 Modern Drama,  ENGLISH 360 Postwar British Literature,  ENGLISH 363 American Literature in the Postmodern Age, HISTORY 141 Modern Black American History,  HISTORY 307 Recent America,  HISTORY 326 History of Contemporary Women,  HISTORY 352 History of Modern Britain,  HISTORY 394 the U.S. at War in Vietnam,  HISTORY 460 History of Twentieth Century Europe, PHILSPHY 342 Modern Philosophy,  PHILSPHY 345 Contemporary Philosophy,  PHILSPHY 390 Feminist Philosophy,  RELIGST 212 Critical Issues in Modern Religion,  POLISCI 380 Women and Politics,  POLISCI 412 Contemporary Political Thought,  POLISCI 446 Politics of the Metropolis

7. SELECT 3 UNITS FROM INDIVIDUAL AND SOCIETY COURSES:

The following course(s) may be used to satisfy this requirement:

AFRIAM 270 The African-American Community, ANTHROPL 218 Cultural Anthropology, ENGLISH 264 Women in Literature, ENGLISH 368 Minority Women Writers,  ENGLISH 369 Multicultural Drama,  GEOGRPY 230 Human Geography,  POLISCI 414 The Constitution and Civil Rights,  PSYCH 202 Psychology of Women,  PSYCH 304 Psychology of Personality,  PSYCH 355 Social Psychology,  RELIGST 330 Women and Religion,    SOCIOLGY 250 Social Problems,  SOCIOLGY 252 Marriage and Family,  SOCIOLGY 265 Race and Ethnic Relations,  SOCIOLGY 270 The African-American Community,  SOCIOLGY 276 Introduction to Criminology,  SOCIOLGY 330 Sociology of Education,  SOCIOLGY 340 Social Movements, SOCIOLGY 345 Gender Roles,  SOCIOLGY 355 Social Psychology,  SOCIOLGY 362 Population Dynamics,  WOMENST 240 Women and Work,  WOMENST 250 Women in American Culture,  WOMENST 301 Marriage, Family and Alternatives for Women,  WOMENST 303 Women’s Voices/Women’s Lives,  WOMENST 320 Lesbian Studies,  WOMENST 350 Stages and Transitions in Women’s Lives,  WOMENST 392 Women and Violence

8. SELECT 3 UNITS FROM GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES COURSES:

The following course(s) may be used to satisfy this requirement:

ANTHROPL 334 Women in Cross-Cultural Perspective,  ENGLISH 322 Modern Western Narrative,  ENGLISH 323 Asian Literatures,  ENGLISH 324 Post-Colonial Literatures, GEOGRPY 332 Political Geography,  GEOGRPY 362 Geography of Europe,  GEOGRPY 363 Geography of South America,  GEOGRPY 364 Geography of Asia,  GEOGRPY 365 Geography of Middle America,  GEOGRPY 368 Geography of the Former Soviet Union,  HISTORY 155 History of Modern Europe,  HISTORY 130 The East Asian Tradition,  HISTORY 131 East Asia since 1800,  HISTORY 135 Introduction to the Islamic World,  HISTORY 340 African History, HISTORY 342 Early Latin America,  HISTORY 343 Modern Latin America,  HISTORY 346 History of Mexico,  HISTORY 348 History of Central America,  HISTORY 371 History of Russia to 1815,  HISTORY 372 History of Russia since 1815,  POLISCI 255 Introduction to Comparative Politics,  POLISCI 340 Politics of Development,  POLISCI 350 International Law,  POLISCI 351 International Relations,  POLISCI 352 Comparative Governments—Europe,  POLISCI 460 Politics of Asia,  POLISCI 461 Government and Politics of Africa,  POLISCI 471 Politics in the Middle East;  Any 491 Travel Study course RELIGST 211 Introduction to Eastern Religions, RELIGST 303 Eastern Religious Thought

     IV.    4-YEAR PLAN OF COURSE OFFERINGS

LIBST 201 will be offered at least once every year and LIBST 499 will be offered every semester.  At least one course from Categories 2 and 3 will be offered every semester.  Multiple offereings will be available every semester in Categories 4 through 8.  Online versions of some of these courses are already available and within two years many of these courses will be offered online. 

      V.     AR FORMAT

MINOR – 24 UNITS

    1.  
LIBST 201 Introduction to Liberal Studies or LIBST 499 Senior Thesis
    2. 
SELECT 3 UNITS FROM ETHICS COURSES:
  
BIOLOGY 247, INTRAUNV 246, PHILSPHY 245, PHILSPHY 247, PHILSPHY 261, 

   3.  
SELECT 3 UNITS FROM COMMUNICATION AND CREATIVE EXPRESSION                        COURSES:
ENGLISH 274, ENGLISH 370, ENGLISH 373, ENGLISH 375, ENGLISH 376, ENGLISH 377, PHILSPHY 271, SPEECH 344, SPEECH 345, SPEECH 420, SPEECH 424    

    4. 
SELECT 3 UNITS FROM ANALYTICAL SKILLS COURSES:

   
ECON 245, ENGLISH 372, MATH 230, MATH 231, MATH 243, MATH 250, PHILSPHY 251, 

PSYCH 215, OR ANY COURSE IN ASTRONOMY, BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES, CHEMISTRY OR PHYSICS NOT USED FOR GENERAL EDUCATION CREDIT

    5.   SELECT 3 UNITS FROM WESTERN CULTURAL HERITAGE COURSES:
  
ARTHIST 201, ARTHIST 202, ARTHIST 305, ARTHIST 311, ARTHIST 312, ARTHIST 313,

  
ARTHIST 314, ARTHIST 315, ARTHIST 316, AFRIAMR 100, CHICANO 200,  ENGLISH 200,  ENGLISH 206,  ENGLISH 251,  ENGLISH 252,  ENGLISH 321, HISTORY 154,  HISTORY 324,  HISTORY  325,  HISTORY 351,  HISTORY 355,  HISTORY 375,  PHILSPHY 341,  

    RELIGST 212, RELIGST 252, RELIGST 355 

    6. 
SELECT 3 UNITS FROM CONTEMPORARY CULTURE COURSES:
  
ARTHIST 317, ARTHIST 318, ARTHIST 319,  AFRIAMR 141,  AFRIAMR 360,  AFRIAMR 396,  AFRIAMR 397,  AFRIAMR 345, CHICANO 201,  CHICANO 330,  ENGLISH 201,  ENGLISH 216,  ENGLISH 236,  ENGLISH 263,  ENGLISH 345,  ENGLISH 346,  ENGLISH 360,  ENGLISH 363, HISTORY 141,  HISTORY 307,  HISTORY 326,  HISTORY 352,  HISTORY 394,  HISTORY 460, PHILSPHY 342,  PHILSPHY 345,  PHILSPHY 390,  RELIGST 212,  POLISCI 380,  POLISCI 412,  POLISCI 446 

    7. 
SELECT 3 UUNITS FROM INDIVIDUAL AND SOCIETY COURSES:

AFRIAMR 270, ANTHROPL 218, ENGLISH 264,  ENGLISH 368,  ENGLISH 369,  GEOGRPY 230, POLISCI 414,  PSYCH 202,  PSYCH 304,  PSYCH 355,  RELIGST 330,    SOCIOLGY 250,  SOCIOLGY 252,  SOCIOLGY 265,  SOCIOLGY 270,  SOCIOLGY 276,   SOCIOLGY 330,  SOCIOLGY 340, SOCIOLGY 345,  SOCIOLGY 355,  SOCIOLGY 362 ,  WOMENST 240,  WOMENST 250,  WOMENST 301,  WOMENST 303,  WOMENST 320,  WOMENST 350,  WOMENST 392

    8. 
SELECT 3 UNITS FROM GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES COURSES:
  
ANTHROPL 334, ENGLISH 322,  ENGLISH 323,  ENGLISH 324, GEOGRPY 332,  GEOGRPY 362, GEOGRPY 363,  GEOGRPY 364,  GEOGRPY 365,  GEOGRPY 368,  HISTORY 155,  HISTORY 130, HISTORY,  HISTORY 135,  HISTORY 340, HISTORY 342,  HISTORY 343,  HISTORY 346,  HISTORY 348,  HISTORY 371,  HISTORY 372,  POLISCI 255,  POLISCI 340,  POLISCI 350,  POLISCI 351,  POLISCI 352,  POLISCI 460,  POLISCI 461,  POLISCI 471,  RELIGST 211, RELIGST 303, ANY 491 TRAVEL STUDY COURSE APPROVED BY DEPARTMENT CHAIR,  ANY FOREIGN LANGUAGE COURSE BEYOND 142 LEVEL, EXCLUDING RETRO CREDITS

 9. 
RESTRICTIONS OF CREDIT
   At least 12 units must be at the 300/400 level

   Courses counted in the major cannot be counted in this minor 

   Courses counted in General Education requirements may not be counted in this minor

   No more than 4 courses from any one subject area may be counted in this minor

   No more than 2 courses from the major subject area may be counted in this minor

       VI.  RESOURCES NEEDED TO SUPPORT THE PROGRAM

The proposed minor requires no additional resources in the immediate future as students will take courses already offered by the several departments.  The Department of Philosophy and Religious Studies will offer LIBST 201 and LIBST 499 and a member of the department will act as coordinator of the minor.  In time, the department will need one additional member in order to support all of its disciplinary, World of Ideas, and Liberal Studies commitments.

      VII.  STUDENT NEED/DEMAND FOR THE PROGRAM

The proposed minor will meet the needs of those students described in Sections I and II above.  

It will be especially helpful to those students who want a mostly-online major (English, 

History, Political Science). 

     VIII.  RELATION OF THE PROGRAM TO OTHER PROGRAMS ON CAMPUS


The proposed minor can be combined with many existing majors.  It would work especially well 

in conjunction with online or mostly-online majors.   Assessment, advising and personalization work will be combined with the Liberal Studies major.  It could add to the collaborative programs UW-W has with UW-Rock County.
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