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New Course
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Subject Area - Course Number:
POLISCI 321 
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Course Title: (Limited to 65 characters)
American Interest Group Politics
25-Character Abbreviation:  
Interst Group Politics


Sponsor(s):  
Larry Anderson
Department(s):
Political Science
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NA 
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NA 
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Prerequisites:
3 units in political science
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 FORMCHECKBOX 
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 FORMCHECKBOX 
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Course will be offered:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
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 FORMCHECKBOX 

 Above Load 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

On Campus
 FORMCHECKBOX 
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College:
 FORMDROPDOWN 
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POLISCI
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 FORMCHECKBOX 
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 FORMCHECKBOX 
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 FORMCHECKBOX 
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Credit/Contact Hours: (per semester)

Total lab hours:
0
Total lecture hours: 
48
 

Number of credits:
3
Total contact hours:
48 

Can course be taken more than once for credit?  (Repeatability)  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes          If "Yes", answer the following questions:

No of times in major:
     
No of credits in major: 
     
 

No of times in degree:
     
No of credits in degree:
      

Proposal Information: (Procedures can be found at http://acadaff.uww.edu/Handbook/Procedures-Form3.htm)

Course justification:


This course fills a curricular gap in the political science curriculum. Interest Group Politics is a standard course in political science curricula around the country. Interest groups are a critical part of American democracy. An examination of the role of interest groups in American politics thus provides a necessary link between theory and practice.

Relationship to program assessment objectives:


The political science department’s subject matter objectives in the area of American politics are: (1) students will have a knowledge of the structure, operation, and process of the institutions of American Government, (2) students will have an understanding of the political process and the major actors in the process, and (3) students will understand the interrelationship of law, politics, and government. The department’s cognitive development objectives are: (1) all majors will have acquired the analytical skills needed for the analysis of political phenomena and (2) all majors will attend three political events per year. The department’s skill objectives are: (1) all majors will exhibit writing proficiency in the discipline and (2) all majors will be prepared for employment, graduate school, and/or professional school.

This course will help meet these objectives by giving students an opportunity to engage in an in-depth analysis of one of the crucial actors within American politics. The course will stress the development of analytical skills by focusing on the role of interest groups in the political process. The writing requirement for the course will help to meet both of the department’s skill objectives.

Budgetary impact:


There is no budgetary impact. This course will become part of my normal course rotation.

Course description:


This course will examine the interest group system in the United States by examining the history, roles, strategies, successes, and failures of interest groups in the American political system.

Course requisites: 3 units in political science.
If dual listed, list graduate level requirements for the following:

1. Content (e.g., What are additional presentation/project requirements?) 


Course is not dual listed 

2. Intensity (e.g., How are the processes and standards of evaluation different for graduates and undergraduates? ) 

3. Self-Directed (e.g., How are research expectations differ for graduates and undergraduates?) 

Course objectives and tentative course syllabus:

Interest Group Politics in the United States
Political Science 321

Professor Larry Anderson

Course description
Interest groups are the lifeblood of American democracy. While voting takes places at regular intervals, sometimes six years apart, intervals, citizens’ involvement in interest groups and interest groups’ involvement in the political process is ongoing. This course examines interest groups in American politics and in the ongoing development of American democracy. Specifically, this course will examine the interest group system in the United States by examining the history, roles, strategies, successes, and failures of interest groups in the American political system. A brief section of the course will be devoted to examining interest groups systems in other countries.

Course objectives
Students taking this course will

· Learn the history and role of interest groups in the American 
political system.

· Understand the methods of evaluating interest groups systematically and rigorously.

· Understand theories of interest group formation and persistence

· Understand the strategies used by group to attempt to influence public policy and the systematic impact of interest groups

· Develop their writing and analytical skills by examining the 
goals and strategies of specific interest groups

· Develop knowledge about the political process through 
observation of an actual interest group at work

Requirements for the course
The student will be required to take three exams and write one paper. Regular participation in class discussion is essential and will be formalized by each student taking turns at bringing in a current event (or events) for class discussion.

Readings
There is one text for this course available at textbook rental: 

Jeffrey M. Berry. 1997. The Interest Group Society. Longman: New York. 

Since there is only one text, weekly readings will be supplemented with online readings from various sources, including the Federalist Papers, a number of articles from scholarly journals, and, especially, contemporary readings from various reputable media outlets.

Grade break down

Midterm 1 20% (October 6)

Midterm 2 20% (November 3)

Midterm 3 20% (final exam period)

Paper 20% (due November 24)

Paper presentation 5% (last two weeks of class)

Attendance and Participation 10%

Political event reaction paper 5%

Letter grades will be assigned on 10% breaks.

A=90-100%

B=80-89%

C=70-79%

D=60-69%

F=0-59%

Attendance Policy: attendance at all course meetings is required. Exceptions will be made for absences that result from legitimate medical reasons and participation in official university events. Documentation is required. 

A note on academic misconduct: I take all cheating very seriously. If you are caught cheating on an exam or plagiarizing the work of another in your paper, you will be punished to the fullest extent possible. If you have any questions about this policy or what constitutes plagiarism, please come see me.

The University of Wisconsin-Whitewater is dedicated to a safe, supportive and non-discriminatory learning environment. It is the responsibility of all undergraduate and graduate students to familiarize themselves with University policies regarding Special Accommodations, Misconduct, Religious Beliefs Accommodation, Discrimination and Absence for University Sponsored Events. (For details please refer to the Undergraduate and Graduate Timetables; the "Rights and Responsibilities" section of the Undergraduate Bulletin; the Academic Requirements and Policies and the Facilities and Services sections of the Graduate Bulletin; and the "Student Academic Disciplinary Procedures" [UWS Chapter 14]; and the "Student Nonacademic Disciplinary Procedures" [UWS Chapter 17]).

Reading and Lecture Schedule
Week 1: Foundations and history

Readings: Berry Chapter 1 and Federalist#10

Week 2: Why groups form (and don’t form)

Readings: Berry Chapter 2

Week 3: Interest Groups and Social Capital

Readings: DeTocqueville (selections) and Putnam (“Bowling Alone”)

Week 4: Interest Group Systems—Pluralism and Corporatism

Readings: Online readings to be assigned

Week 5: Interest Group regulation

Readings: Online readings to be assigned 

Week 6: Interest Group strategies and mobilization I (Midterm 1)

Readings: Berry Chapter 4

Week 7: Interest Group strategies and mobilization II

Readings: Berry Chapter 5

Week 8: Interest Groups and political parties

Readings: Berry Chapter 3

Week 9: Interest Groups and Washington

Readings: Berry Chapter 8

Week 10: Interest groups and non-profit organizations (Midterm 2)

Readings: Alliance for Justice, Being a Player
Week 11: Lobbying (grassroots v. Astroturf)

Readings: Berry Chapter 6

Week 12: Interest groups and elections

Readings: Berry Chapter 7

Week 13: Interest groups: Too many? Too few?

Readings: Berry Chapters 9 and 10, Rauch, Putnam (redux), and Olson 

Week 14: Individual student will conduct and present case studies

Readings: Online readings to be assigned

Week 15: Individual student will conduct and present case studies

Readings: Online readings to be assigned

The final exam will be held during the final exam period.
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