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 FORMCHECKBOX 
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 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Writing Requirement


 FORMCHECKBOX 
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 FORMCHECKBOX 
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Credit/Contact Hours: (per semester)

Total lab hours:
     
Total lecture hours: 
     
 

Number of credits:
3
Total contact hours:
48 

Can course be taken more than once for credit?  (Repeatability)  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes          If "Yes", answer the following questions:

No of times in major:
     
No of credits in major: 
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Proposal Information: (Procedures can be found at http://acadaff.uww.edu/Handbook/Procedures-Form3.htm)

Course justification:    The Department of History is committed to offering a broader variety of survey-level general education courses.  Islamic Civilizations will fit into the “Non-Western” requirements for the major and will also help fulfill the general education (humanities) requirement for non-majors.  Needless to say, the course covers a vital topic for which there are only limited opportunities for study in the UW-Whitewater curriculum.  For our BSE majors, in particular, this course will of be of great value as it examines themes covered in the required DPI exams and that will serve them in developing "World History" courses that are presently the norm in most area High Schools. 
Relationship to program assessment objectives:  This course meets several goals of  the History Department's assessment objectives.  In-class critical discussion of assigned topics is an important aspect of each class meeting.  In these discussions, students will be required to share their ideas on the development of Islamic institutions (Subject Matter Objective 4) The material presented in class will often be drawn from historically different points of view (Cognitive Development Objective 1).  As a result, the discussion will require students to think critically about the conflicting ideas presented through assigned readings and discussion.  The required assessments in this class (papers and exams) will also demand that students communicate their understanding and interpretation of the subject matter in a clear and consistent manner Subject Matter Objective 1, 4, and 5; Cognitive Development Objective 1 and 3; Skill Objective 1). Students should also be able to make value judgments about the central issues discussed in the course (Subject Matter Objective 1 and 5).

Relationship to General Education Humanities goals:

Relation to core courses in General Studies:  A central theme of this course is the study of Islamic society. Like U.S. Experience in a World Context (900-120) and Global Perspectives (900-140), this course will require that students demonstrate the ability to analyze the values, institutions and forces that have shaped a major world civilization.  


Goals of General Education met by this course: This course meets several goals of UW-Whitewater’s General Education mission.   In-class critical discussion assigned topics is an important aspect of each class meeting.  In these discussions, students will be required to share their ideas on the characteristics and historical development of  Islamic societies.  (#3)  The material presented in class will often be drawn from historically different points of view.  As a result, the discussion will require students to think critically about the conflicting ideas presented through assigned readings and discussion.  (#1).  The required assessments in this class (papers and exams) will also demand that students communicate their understanding and interpretation of the subject matter in a clear and consistent manner (#5).  Students should also be able to make value judgments about the central issues discussed in the course (#2).  

Budgetary impact:  No special impact of staffing, classroom space, service and supplies, or campus instructional resource units is anticipated.  The course will be taught by instructors that the Department of History anticipates hiring (as replacements for faculty on sabbaticals or for faculty with reduced course loads).  Necessary library purchases will be made from the regular departmental annual allocation.


Course description:  This course examines emergence and evolution of Islamic Civilizations from the seventh century though the modern era.  It covers the birth and spread of Islam, the rise and fall of Muslim Empires,  religious and political institutions, scientific and cultural achievements, and the position of women and religious minorities.
Course requisites:  none.


If dual listed, list graduate level requirements for the following:

1. Content (e.g., What are additional presentation/project requirements?) 


2. Intensity (e.g., How are the processes and standards of evaluation different for graduates and undergraduates? ) 


3. Self-Directed (e.g., How are research expectations differ for graduates and undergraduates?) 


Course objectives and tentative course syllabus:

History 135

Introduction to Islamic Civilizations
Course Description

This course is designed to introduce students to the emergence and evolution of Islamic Civilizations from the seventh century though the modern era.  It covers a variety of topics including, the birth and spread of Islam, the rise and fall of Muslim Empires,  religious and political institutions, the scientific and cultural achievements of Muslim societies, and the position of women and religious minorities throughout Islamic history.  The last third of the course focuses on the collision between the Western world and the world of Islam in the modern era examining the colonial experience, the rise of nationalism, and the emergence of nation states.

Course Requirements

Weekly writing assignments (20%)

Class Participation (10%)

Research Paper (10%)

Midterm Examination (30%)

Final Examination (30%)

Required Texts

Ahmed, Leila, Women and Gender in Islam:  Historical Roots of a Modern Debate
Esposito, John.  Unholy War:  Terror in the Name of Islam
Hourani, Albert.  History of the Arab Peoples
Itzkowitz, Norman.  The Ottoman Empire and Islamic Tradition

Course Objectives

1. Develop critical thinking and reading skills, particularly in relation to various representations of Islam.

2. Improve communication skills through writing assignments and discussions in class.

3. Create a general understanding of Islamic traditions and their historical evolution.

4. Reflect on the relationship between Islamic practices and social issues as well as the broader issue of the definition of religion and culture.

5. Increase awareness of the diversity of Islamic practices and interpretations across the globe.
Attendance

Attendance is not required, but highly recommended.

Grading Scale
90-100 = A,  80-89 = B,  70-79 = C,  60-69 = D,  0-59 = F

The University of Wisconsin-Whitewater is dedicated to a safe, supportive and    non-discriminatory learning environment.  It is the responsibility of all undergraduate and graduate students to familiarize themselves with University policies regarding Special Accommodations, Academic Misconduct, Religious Beliefs Accommodation, Discrimination and Absence for University Sponsored Events (for details please refer to the Schedule of Classes; the “Rights and Responsibilities” section of the Undergraduate Catalog; the Academic Requirements and Policies and the Facilities and Services sections of the Graduate Catalog; and the “Student Academic Disciplinary Procedures (UWS Chapter 14); and the “Student Nonacademic Disciplinary Procedures" (UWS Chapter 17). 

Course Outline

Week I:  The Middle East as an ethnic and religious mosaic

Week II:   Origins and early practices of Islam

Week III:  The Spread of Islam and the early schisms

Week IV:  Islamic Culture:   Art, Architecture, Urbanism and the Haj Pilgramage

Week V:  Invaders:  Seljuks, Mongols, Crusaders

Week VI:  The Rise of the Ottoman and Safavid Empires

Week VII:   Islam in Africa and South and Southeast Asia

Week VIII:  European economic and political challenges

Week IX:  British and French Colonialism

Week X:  The Struggle for Independence

Week XI:  The Israel-Palestinian Conflict

Week XII:  Changing Lives of Women in the Middle East

Week XIII:  The Islamic revival

Week XIV:  The Contemporary Middle East

Bibliography: (Key or essential references only.  Normally the bibliography should be no more than one or two pages in length.  Indicate current library holdings by placing an asterisk [*]) 
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Irwin, Robert.  The Middle East in the Middle Ages: The Early Mamluk Sultanate, 1250-1382.  Carbondale: Southern Illinois University Press, 1986.

Isfandiy-ar-I, H-al-ah.  Reconstructed Lives: Women and Iran’s Islamic Revolution.  Washington D.C.: Woodrow Wilson Center Press; Baltimore: John Hopkins University Press, 1997.
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Rashid, Nasser Ibrahim.  Saudi Arabia and the Gulf War.  Joplin, Mo., USA: International Institute of Technology, 1992.
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Sicker, Martin.  The Islamic World in Ascendency: From the Arab Conquests to the Siege of Vienna.  Westport, Conn.: Praeger, 2000.

Ta’uber, Eli`ezer.  The Arab Movements in World War I.  London; Portland, Or. : Frank Cass, 1993.

Revised 1/02
1
Revised 10/02
4 of 6



