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Course justification:


This course is being developed as a part of a new Post-Baccalaureate and Post-Master’s certificate program in Autism Spectrum Disorder. Teachers in the field and current students in the UW – Whitewater special education program have been asking for additional information and training in the diverse needs, behavioral interventions, communication issues, and teaching methods of children with this disability. There has been a large increase in the number of children in school programs diagnosed with autism spectrum disorder. Often times this disorder profoundly affects the way people communicate and relate to others. This course will provide students with an overview of the research, touching on information about the causes of the disorder as well as historical and philosophical views. Recent controversies will be discussed and an integrative approach to treatment, which looks for commonalities among different therapies. 

Relationship to program assessment objectives:


This course addresses the following National Board for Professional Teaching Standards for Exceptional Needs Specialists:

I. Knowledge of Students

Accomplished teachers of students with exceptional needs consistently use their knowledge of human development and learning and their skills as careful observers of students to understand students’ knowledge, aptitudes, skills, interests, aspirations, and values.

II.
Knowledge of Special Education

Accomplished teachers of students with exceptional needs draw on their knowledge of the philosophical, historical, and legal foundation of special education and their knowledge of effective special education practice to organize and design instruction. In addition, they draw on their specialized knowledge of specific disabilities to set meaningful goals for their students. 

IX. Assessment

Accomplished teachers of students with exceptional needs design and select a variety of assessment strategies to obtain useful and timely information about student learning and development and to help students reflect on their own progress. 

X.
Instructional Resources

Accomplished teachers of students with exceptional needs select, adapt, create, and use rich and varied resources, both human and material.

Budgetary impact: 
None, Course to be offered self-supporting during summer school session.

Course description: This course provides students with methods of instructing children with autism spectrum disorders. The focus will be on developing functional skills based upon individual children’s needs. Methods of instruction will include applied behavior analysis, sensory integration, TEACCH, and functional and ecological assessment procedures.
If dual listed, list graduate level requirements for the following:

1. Content (e.g., What are additional presentation/project requirements?) 
Graduate students will complete a critical literature review regarding a methodological procedure and present this to the class as an inservice seminar in preparation for providing a similar presentation in their professional capacity.

2. Intensity (e.g., How are the processes and standards of evaluation different for graduates and undergraduates? ) 
Graduate students are evaluated using a differentiated scale breaking grades in to A, AB, B, BC, C. Below a C is considered unacceptable completion of the course.

3. Self-Directed (e.g., How are research expectations differ for graduates and undergraduates?) 
Graduate students must use referred, scholarly works for the critical review and presentation. A minimum of 10 sources are expected. No web sites will be accepted as sources for critical content.

Course objectives and tentative course syllabus:

1. Develop an understanding of the PECS system and its effectiveness with children with autism;

2.  Develop skills for applying models for intervention with children with autism including: applied behavior analysis, and Loovas therapy, sensory integration, TEACCH; activity based instruction, generalization training.

3. To define theory of mind and its relationship to intervention including social stories and other social skills interventions; facilitating play, social networks and Circle of Friends

4. The role of functional assessment in determining appropriate intervention for children with autism especially regarding children with challenging behavior..

5. Be aware of controversies in intervention including issues such as facilitated communication, dietary interventions

6. Methods specific to young children with autism.

7. Methods specific to adolescents with autism.

8. Transition needs for children with autism.

Course Outline

Session 1: Introduction to course, review of definitions of autism spectrum disorders

Session 2: Determining priorities in intervention, functional behavioral assessment with children with autism

Session 3: Applied Behavioral Analysis, intervention designs, reinforcement procedures

Session 4: Advance behavioral designs, ABA, ABAB, ABC; functional equivalency training

Session 5: Functional communication training, role with challenging behaviors

Session 6: Picture Exchange Communication Systems

Session 7: Establishing routines through PECS

Session 8: Applications of theory of mind, Introduction to Social Stories

Session 9: Case applications, writing social stories

Session 10: Sensory Integration Therapy

Session 11: Social Networks, Circle of Friends

Session 12: TEACCH 

Session 13: Loovas Therapy, applications in Early Childhood

Session 14: Issues in Adolescence

Session 15: Generalization Methods

Session 16: Final Exam 

Assignments:

Case Analysis: Students will be provided a case describing results of assessment data and strengths and needs of the child with autism. Students will design and individualized education plan that supports home, community and school needs in one area of need for the student.

Social Stories: Students will write one social stories script for a targeted student.

Prompting Procedures: Students will write a review of the role of prompting procedures used with children with autism and cite the strengths and potential weaknesses/dangers with using these systems.

Routine Analysis: Students will complete an observational analysis of a student with autism assessing for program changes and needs based upon increase effective communication of the daily routine.

Bibliography: (Key or essential references only.  Normally the bibliography should be no more than one or two pages in length.  Indicate current library holdings by placing an asterisk [*])
Aarons, M. &  Gittens T. (1999). The handbook of autism: a guide for parents and professionals, revised and updated (2nd  ed.). London: Routledge.

American Psychiatric Institute. (1987) DSM IV: Diagnostic and statistical manual of mental disorders (4th ed.) Washington: American Psychiatric Press.

*Attwood, T.  (1998).  Asperger’s Syndrome:  A Guide for Parents and Professionals.  Arlington, TX:  Future Horizons.   

Baron-Cohen, S. (1995) Mindblindness: An essay on autism and theory of mind. Cambridge, Massachusetts: MIT Press.

Baron-Cohen, S & Bolton. P. (1993) Autism: The Facts. New York: Oxford University Press.

Berkell, D.E., Ed. (1992).  Autism: Identification, Education, and Treatment.  Hillsdale, NJ:  Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.

Carr, E. G., Horner, R.H., Turnbull, A.P., Marquis, J.G., McLaughlin, D.M., McAtee, M.L., Smith, C.E., Ryan, K.A., Ruef, M.B., Doolabh, A., & Braddock, D. (1999). Positive behavior support for people with developmental disabilities: A research synthesis. American Association on Mental Retardation. 

Dawson, G., & Osterling, J. (1997). Early intervention in autism. In M.J. Guralnick (Ed.), The effectiveness of early intervention (pp. 307-326). Baltimore: Paul H. Brookes Publishing. 

Dunlap, G., DePerczel, M., Clarke, S., Wilson, D., Wright, S., White, R., & Gomez, A. (1994). Choice making and proactive behavioral support for students with emotional and behavioral challenges. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis (27), 505-518. 

Freeman, S. & Drake, L.  Teach Me Language. (Book and manual) Austin, TX:  ProEd. (800-897-3202).  Must be used with professional guidance of a behavioral consultant or speech pathologist.


Grandin, T.  (1995).  Thinking in Pictures and Other Reports from My Life with Autism.

 New York:  Doubleday.

Grandin, T.  (1996).  Emergence:  Labeled Autistic.  Warner books. 

Greene, R. (1998).  The Explosive Child.  New York:  HarperCollins Publishers.
Koegel, L.K., Koegel, R.L., & Dunlap, G. (Eds.) (1996). Positive behavioral support: Including people with difficult behavior in the community. Baltimore: Paul H. Brookes Publishing. 

Hodgdon, L.  (1995).  Visual Strategies for Improving Communication.  Troy, MI:  QuirkRoberts Publishing.  (Phone no. 248-879-2598; Fax no. 248-879-2599)

Janzen, J. E.  (1996).  Understanding the Nature of Autism:  A Practical Guide. Published by Therapy Skill Builders, a division of Psychological Corporation. San Antonio, Texas.   1-800-228-0752

Killoran, Rule, Stopwatches, et.al.  (1989).  Let’s Be Social: Language-Based Social Skills for Preschool At-Risk Children.  Tucson:  Communication Skill Builders.

Koegel, R.L. & Koegel, L. K. (1995).  Teaching Children with Autism.  Baltimore:  Paul Brookes Publishing Co.

Leaf, R., & McEachin, J., Eds.  (1999).  A Work in Progress.  New York:  DRL Books, L.L.C. 

Maurice, C. (1993).  Let Me Hear Your Voice.  Ballantine Books.

Miltenberger, R. (2001). Behavior modification: Principles and procedures. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth Publishing.

Myles, B. S. & Simpson, R. (1998).  Asperger Syndrome: A Guide for Educators and Parents.  Austin, TX:  ProEd.  (800-897-3202; Fax:  1-800-FXPROED)


Myles, B. S. & Southwick, J.  (1999).  Asperger Syndrome and Difficult Moments. Shawnee Mission, KS:  Autism Asperger Publishing Co.

Olley, J. G. & Reeve, C. E. (1997). Issues of Curriculum and Classroom Structure. In D. J. Cohen & F. R. Volkmar (Eds.), Handbook of Autism and Pervasive Developmental Disorders. 2nd ed. (484-508). New York: John Wiley & Sons, Inc. 

Quill, K.A., Ed.  (1995).  Teaching Children with Autism:  Strategies to Enhance Communication and Socialization.  Albany, NY:  Delmar Publishers Inc.  (800-347-7707)

Quill, K.A. (2000).  Do-Watch-Listen-Say:  Social and Communication Intervention for Children with Autism. Baltimore: Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co.
Richard, G. (1997). The Source for Autism.  East Moline, IL:  LinguiSystems.

Siegel, B.  (1996).  The World of the Autistic Child.  New York:  Oxford University Press.

Thompson, S.  (1997). The Source for Nonverbal Learning Disorders.   East Moline, IL:  LinguiSystems.  (800-776-4332).

Trevarthen, Aitken, Papoudi & Roberts. (1998).  Children with Autism Diagnosis and Interventions to Meet Their Needs 2nd Edition.  London:  Jessica Kingsley Publishers, Ltd.

Westling, D. & Fox, L. (2000). Teaching students with severe disabilities. 2nd ed. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Merrill 

Wetherby, A. M. & Prizant, B. (2000).  Autism Spectrum Disorders A Transactional Developmental Perspective.  Baltimore:  Paul Brookes Publishing Co.

Whitiker, P., Barratt, P. Joy, H. Potter, M., & Thomas, G. (1998). Children with autism and peer group support: using 'circles of friends’. British Journal of Special Education, 25, p 6-65.
Zirkel, P.A. (2002). The autism case law: Administrative and judicial rulings. Focus on Autism & Other Developmental Disabilities, 17 p. 84-92.
Books by Carol Gray:


The New Social Story Book


The New Social Story Book-Illustrated Edition


Taming the Recess Jungle
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