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Course justification: This course is being developed as a part of a new Post-Baccalaureate and Post-Master’s certificate program in Autism Spectrum Disorder. Teachers in the field and current students in the UW – Whitewater special education program have been asking for additional information and training in the diverse needs, behavioral interventions, communication issues, and teaching methods of children with this disability. This has been fueled by recent large increase in the number of children in school programs diagnosed with autism spectrum disorder. Often times this disorder profoundly effects the way people communicate and relate to others. This course will provide students with an overview of the research, touching on information about the causes of the disorder as well as historical and philosophical views. Recent controversies will be discussed and an integrative approach to treatment, which looks for commonalities among different therapies. 

Relationship to program assessment objectives: The certificate program is designed to facilitate teachers’ toward the NBPTS certificate in exceptional needs. Specifically this course addresses standard I, II, IX, and X provided in the course objectives below. 


Budgetary impact: None. Course to be offered during self-support summer school session. 


Course description: The purpose of this course is to provide an in-depth graduate level introduction to the foundations of autism spectrum disorder. This course includes an overview of autism spectrum disorder, including discussion of diagnostic issues, philosophical issues, research on the biological and psychosocial bases of the disorders, as well as an overview of intervention techniques and legal issues. The basic principles of behavioral analysis are covered. 

Course requisites: SPECED 205 or permission from the instructor


If dual listed, list graduate level requirements for the following:

1. Content (e.g., What are additional presentation/project requirements?) 
Graduate students will complete a review of a Wisconsin Due Process case and review the salient issues, how the hearing officer reached his/her decision, and implication for practice because of the decision. Students will be expected to write up this review and present information found in the decision in classes on the topic related to legal issues and autism spectrum disorder.

2. Intensity (e.g., How are the processes and standards of evaluation different for graduates and undergraduates?) 
Graduate students are evaluated using a differentiated scale breaking grades in to A, AB, BC; C. Below a C is considered unacceptable completion of the course.

3. Self-Directed (e.g., How are research expectations differ for graduates and undergraduates?) 
Graduate students will locate and analyze Wisconsin due process cases and use the hearing officer’s decisions as provided in the Department of Public Instruction web page.

Course objectives and tentative course syllabus:



This course addresses the following National Board for Professional Teaching Standards for Exceptional Needs Specialists:

I. Knowledge of Students

Accomplished teachers of students with exceptional needs consistently use their knowledge of human development and learning and their skills as careful observers of students to understand students’ knowledge, aptitudes, skills, interests, aspirations, and values.

II.
Knowledge of Special Education

Accomplished teachers of students with exceptional needs draw on their knowledge of the philosophical, historical, and legal foundation of special education and their knowledge of effective special education practice to organize and design instruction. In addition, they draw on their specialized knowledge of specific disabilities to set meaningful goals for their students. 

IX. Assessment

Accomplished teachers of students with exceptional needs design and select a variety of assessment strategies to obtain useful and timely information about student learning and development and to help students reflect on their own progress. 

X.
Instructional Resources

Accomplished teachers of students with exceptional needs select, adapt, create, and use rich and varied resources, both human and material.

Specific Learning Outcomes related to NBPTS Standards: The student is able to:

1. Examine and discuss concepts and theories related to the epidemiology, and etiology of autism spectrum disorder

2. To examine legal controversies related to school-based interventions and treatments of autism spectrum disorder.

3. To describe current diagnostic classification systems of autism spectrum disorder; to critically discuss the central features of autism spectrum disorder, considering the potential consequences for the individual, family and careers.

4. To appraise therapeutic strategies and approaches in the care, treatment and education of potential consequences for the individual's with autism spectrum disorder.

5. To select, review and discuss internet/world wide web resources on autism spectrum disorder

6. To evaluate careers skills, knowledge and values effective in the delivery of services for individuals with autism spectrum disorder.

7. To discuss the range of services and networks available for individuals with autism spectrum disorder.

8. To debate current topics of children with autism spectrum disorder.

Course Outline


I.
Foundations of Autism Spectrum Disorder



A.
Introduction to ASD




1.
Overview of ASD





a.
Autism Disorder





b.
Rett’s Disorder





c.
Childhood Disintegrative Disorder





d.
Asperger’s Disorder





e.
Pervasive Developmental Disorder (PDD)





f.
Others (e.g., Apraxia)

2. Theory of Mind

3. Integrative/Developmental View of Autism: Understanding the Developmental Context of ASD

a. Joint Attention, Cultural Learning, and Language Acquisition

b. Joint Attention, Social Orienting, and Communication in ASD

c. The Role of Imitation and Executive Functions

d. Communication and Language Impairment

e. Sensory Processing and Motor Performance in ASD

f. Neurological Underpinning of ASD

4. Legal Issues in ASD

a. Florence County v. Shannon Carter and Its Implication





b.
Other Critical Cases in ASD

5. Controversial Issues in ASD





a.
Making Autism a Disability Category Under a Reauthorization of IDEA





b.
Treatment and Interventions

c. Balancing Advocacy with School Issues



B.
Education of Children with ASD




1.
Historical Overview of Treatment

2. Assessment of ASD





a.
Formal and Informal Assessment Methods in ASD (e.g., scoring and interpreting formal tests such as the CARS, TONI, TOLD, etc. Informal rating scales will be also examined such as the MAS)

b. Classification Systems

3. Placement Issues in Education Systems





a.
High-Functioning ASD

b. Low-Functioning ASD

4. Facilitating Changes in Education of Children with ASD


a.
Augmentive Communication, Literacy and Other Communication Interventions

b. Promoting Peer Play and Socialization

c. Positive Behavioral Supports



C.
Parent-Professional Collaboration and the Efficacy of the IEP Process

Student Expectations

1. Position Paper: Students will use a topic in controversies of ASD interventions and education or legal issues in the field to demonstrate their basic theoretical knowledge and understanding of a particular topic.

2. Autism Spectrum Disorder Resource Book: Students will put together a resource book that contains local, regional, state and national resources on different elements of ASD.

3. Media Review: Students will watch and review examples of how ASD is treated in the popular media. 

4. Education Evaluation: Students will demonstrate proficiency in scoring and interpreting formal and informal assessment material and write up an Evaluation Report based on data provided.
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Books by Carol Gray:


The New Social Story Book


The New Social Story Book-Illustrated Edition


Taming the Recess Jungle


Available through Future Horizons (800) 489-0727; 

www.FutureHorizons-autism.com
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