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I.  Course justification:


Sport is a highly significant area in all our lives.  Sport does not exist in a vacuum.  It influences and is influenced by many of our social institutions, such as politics, the economy, and religion.  This course will highlight the issues surrounding sport's influence on our society.  It will make students aware of the social problems surrounding sports as well as teach them to think critically about these issues.  Inequalities of race, gender, and disability will be central to the structure of the course.  Also, violence and aggression associated with sport will be discussed in detail.

II.  Relationship to program assessment objectives:


The mission of the department of sociology is to provide students with the intellectual tools necessary to fully understand the human condition.  In order to give students a better understanding of the workings of our society, the department of sociology offers classes covering a wide range of social institutions, such as marriage and the family, religion, as well as the criminal justice system (Subject Matter A, 3).  This course will further the mission of the department of sociology by examining the institution of sport and the effect of sport on the broader society.  In addition, this course will focus on inequalities and diversity issues that currently plague sports in America (Subject Matter A, 2).  

One of the skills that graduating sociology majors are expected to acquire is a command of sociological theory (Skills A, 1).  This course will have a strong focus on identifying useful sociological theories to understand the social institution of sport, as well as an expectation that students upon completion of the course, will have acquired the ability to use sociological theory to explain issues in sport.  One expectation of the term paper for the course will be the incorporation of one of the theories discussed in class to explain the students’ chosen topics.  The term paper assignment will also lend itself to assessing the writing skills of sociology students (Cognitive Development C).

This course will be run in a lecture format using active learning techniques in order to ensure that students are actively participating in the learning process.  Critical analysis and independent thinking will be required of students in this course.  Small group projects and homework assignments will hone students’ skills in these areas.  The term paper will encourage these activities in addition to actively using sociological theory to explain current events and the world around them.

III.  Budgetary impact:


An existing faculty member is well versed in this area and will spend the summer months completing the preparations needed to teach this new course.  She will add it to the course rotation of the upper-division courses she now teaches.  This course will require no additional resources.

IV.  Course description:


This course will examine the social/cultural history of sports, how sociological theories may be used to understand sport, the complex gender issues surrounding sport, the link between racism and sports, and the link between violence and sports.  

V.  Course requisites:  Prior completion of 3 units of sociology or consent of instructor.


VI.  If dual listed, list graduate level requirements for the following:  Not applicable.

VII.  Course objectives and tentative course syllabus:  See attached.



VIII.  Bibliography:  See attached.

TENTATIVE COURSE OUTLINE

SOCIOLOGOY OF SPORT

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY (Sociolgy - 312)

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES:

Students will be expected to understand (a) the social/cultural history of sports, (b) how sociological theories may be used to understand sport, (c) the complex gender issues surrounding sport, (d) the link between racism and sports, and (e) the link between violence and sports.

REQUIRED READING:

Coakley, J. 1998. Sport in society: Issues and Controversies 6th Ed. New York: McGraw-Hill.

In addition, multiple handouts will be used as supplements to this text.

GRADING:

Grades will be evaluated on the basis of:

1.  three examinations, each worth 100 points (optional multiple choice/true-false or essay formats)

2.  a term paper, worth 100 points

3.  a total of ten assignments, each worth 10 points, some of which will be completed as group projects, others as individual homework

TOPIC OUTLINE:

I.  Social Theories of Sport (1 week)


A.  What is the sociology of sport and why study it?


B.  What can sociological theories tell us about sport in society?

II.  Social History of Sport (1 week)


A.  How can a look at the past help us understand sports today?


B.  History of feminism and football

III.  Socialization and Sport (2 weeks)


A.  Sports and socialization


B.  Gender socialization and sport


C.  Body image and sport


D.  Sports and children

IV.  Deviance, Social Problems & Sport (4 weeks)


A.  Out of control parents


B.  Deviance in sport


C.  Violence in sport


D.  Sexual assault and sport


E.  Homophobia in sport

V.  Gender and Sport (2 weeks)

A.  Gender problems in sport


B.  Title IX

VI.  Race and Sport (2 weeks)


A.  Mascots


B.  Stacking – Institutional racism

VII.  High-School Athletics (1 week)

VIII.  Intercollegiate Athletics (1 week)

IX.  Sports and the Political and Economic Climate (1 week)
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