University of Wisconsin-Whitewater

Curriculum Proposal Form #4

Change in or Deletion of an Existing Course

Type of Action (check all that apply)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Course Deletion
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Requisite Change

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Course Revision
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Repeatability Change

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Description Change*
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Diversity Option

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Title Change
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  General Education Option

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Number Change

area:   FORMDROPDOWN 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Contact Hour Change and or Credit Change
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Computer Requirement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Grade Basis
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Writing Requirement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Add Cross-listing
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other:       
      *  Use Form 5, if only a Description Change

Effective Term:   FORMDROPDOWN 

Current/Old Course Number:
PSYCH 215    

     
Current/Old Course Title: 
Basic Statistical Methods
Sponsor(s):       
Greg Cook, Barbara Beaver
Department(s): 
Psychology
College(s):        
 FORMDROPDOWN 

List all programs that are affected by this change:


Psychology

Mathematical and Computer Sciences

If programs are listed above, will this change affect the Catalog and Advising Reports for those programs?  If so, have Form 2's been submitted for each of those programs?  

(Form 2 is necessary to provide updates to the Catalog and Advising Reports)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NA  
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 They will be submitted in the future

Proposal Information:  (Procedures can be found at http://acadaff.uww.edu/Handbook/Procedures-Form4.htm) 

I. Detailed explanation of changes (use FROM/TO format)

FROM:  Prereq: MATH 143 or MATH 152.

TO:   Prereq: MATH 141.

II. Justification for action

This action is requested to contribute to cost savings within the college, as requested by the college Dean. Our department faculty believe that it is important for Psychology majors and minors to take Math beyond Math 141, especially since Psychology research has a strong math component. However, we also realize that the campus faces steep budget cuts that will necessarily impact curriculum. During past budget cuts, we deleted the requirement that all majors must take English 370 or 372 to fulfill the writing requirement (this requirement last appeared in the 1993-95 Bulletin). At that time, we agreed to fulfill the writing requirement within our course (Psy 216: Research Methods). Deleting the math prerequisite follows this trend, reducing the need for other departments to use their resources to support our majors and minors.

A second reason for this action is that our faculty have long debated whether the extra Math course actually gives students any real advantage when taking our Statistics course. Ideally we would test this by randomly assigning half of our students to take Statistics without first taking the Math prerequisite, then comparing their performance and course satisfaction with that of students who did take the prerequisite. This of course is not a practical approach. Deleting the prerequisite at least allows us to evaluate the prerequisite by comparing student performance before versus after the prerequisite change. If student performance declines significantly, we can request that the prerequisite be reinstated. 

Also, students earning the BS degree will still be required to take at least 3 units of math beyond Math 141. These students will not be required to take the additional math course before enrolling in Psych Statistics, but at least they will be exposed to a higher level of math before graduation. Deleting the math prerequisite will therefore have a larger impact on our BA majors and minors (approximately half of our students). 

Finally, we note that Math 230 (Introductory Statistics) does not require math beyond Math 141 as a prerequisite. As a practice, we have been accepting this course as a substitute for our Psych Statistics course, waiving the Psy 215 requirement for students who have completed Math 230. Changing the prerequisite from Math 143/152 to Math 141 is consistent with this practice. 

This curricular change will not affect our current program assessment objectives since we do not currently assess students’ math performance. If accepted, however, the department may wish to add an assessment objective that addresses the “before-after” comparison mentioned above to evaluate the impact of this curricular action on student performance. 

As for budgetary impact, the Dean estimates that this change will save the equivalent of approximately 3 course sections in Math 143 and 152.

III. Syllabus/outline (if course Revision)

None (no revision)
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