University of Wisconsin-Whitewater

Curriculum Proposal Form #2

Change in Degree, Major, or Submajor

Effective Term:
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Type of Action:
 FORMDROPDOWN 

Degree:
 FORMDROPDOWN 

Program Title:
Public Policy and Administration


GPA Requirement for the Major/Submajor:
2.25 overall, 2.0 in major
Sponsor(s):  
Susan Johnson


Department(s):
Public Policy and Adminsitration Program


College(s):
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Consultation took place:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes  (list departments and attach consultation sheet)

Departments:       
Proposal Information:  

(Procedures can be found at http://acadaff.uww.edu/Handbook/Procedures-Form2.htm)  

Total number of credit units in program:

Before change
60-63
After change
63


1. Exact description of request:

Summary

Currently the writing requirement in the major is to take one of a selection of courses OR complete significant writing in an advanced Political Science course.  This change requires the student to complete an actual writing course by removing the latter option.

From (as listed in catalog and on AR)
	

	

	WRITING REQUIREMENTS

	      1. SELECT ONE COURSE FROM BSEDCNA 353, ENGLISH 370, ENGLISH 372 OR

	      COMPLETE SIGNIFICANT WRITING IN ADVANCED POLITICAL SCIENCE COURSE WITH

	      VERIFICATION BY INSTRUCTOR.


To (to be listed in catalog and on AR)

	WRITING REQUIREMENTS

	      1. SELECT ONE COURSE FROM BSEDCNA 353, ENGLISH 370, OR ENGLISH 372.


2. Relationship to mission and strategic plan of institution, and/or college and department goals and objectives:

The importance of students having the ability to write well is something that has been identified by several bodies on campus.  Recently, L&S Dean Howard Ross created a committee to look at student writing and how it may be improved.  Further, the Public Policy and Administration Review Committee strongly supports this change.  Generally, there is an expectation that majors include a writing requirement that students must complete.

3. Rationale:

The way it stands now, it is impossible to require students, even those with the poorest writing skills, to take a writing class because the other option of completing significant writing in an advanced political science course is a much more attractive option as there are at least three political science courses required.  It does not serve students well to have such a weak requirement.  When the program was first implemented, the writing requirement listed four courses that students could choose from to complete the writing requirement, so it was the original intent of the program creators to require students to complete a writing course. Subsequent to that, one of the courses POLISCI 300 (Writing in Political Science) ceased to be offered and the Political Science Department changed its writing requirement.  As a result, the Public Policy and Administration program incorporated the new Political Science requirement (to complete significant writing in an advanced political science course) in the place of the course.  (The Political Science Department is currently in the process of reviewing its requirement as well.) At this time, the Public Policy and Administration Program Committee believes that it is in the best interest of the students to drop the “significant writing” provision and require students to enroll in an actual writing course.

4. Cost Implications:

There will be additional students enrolling in the writing courses listed above, but the numbers enrolling in any given semester should not create a significant burden on these classes particularly since there are three courses to choose from and, in some cases, there are multiple sections offered each semester.  
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