University of Wisconsin-Whitewater

Curriculum Proposal Form #3

New Course

Effective Term:
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Subject Area - Course Number: (See Note #1 below)
GENED 291
Course Title: (Limited to 65 characters)
General Education Travel Study
25-Character Abbreviation:  
Gen Ed Travel Study


Sponsor(s):  
Larry Schuetz, Steve Kazar
Department(s):
L&S, International Education & Programs
College(s):
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Consultation took place:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes  (list departments and attach consultation sheet)

Departments:       


Other Programs Affected:
General Education
Is paperwork complete for those programs? (Use "Form 2" for Catalog & Academic Report updates)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 

will be at future meeting

Prerequisites:
None
Grade Basis:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Conventional Letter
 FORMCHECKBOX 

S/NC or Pass/Fail
 

Course will be offered:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Part of Load
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 Above Load 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

On Campus
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Off Campus - Location       

College:
 FORMDROPDOWN 

Dept/Area(s):
     
Instructor:
Various

Note: If the course is dual-listed, instructor must be a member of Grad Faculty.
Credit/Contact Hours: (per semester)

Total lab hours:
20-72
Total lecture hours: 6-12
 

Number of credits:
1-3   
Total contact hours:26-84 

Check if course is repeatable:   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes          If "Yes", answer the following questions:

No of times in major
     
No of credits in major      
 

No of times in degree
4
No of credits in degree 6 (max 3 crs. may count in Gen Ed) 

Course justification:  This course is intended to introduce students early in their academic careers to the broadening experience of travel study, especially abroad but domestically as well.  Eighty percent of our students come from within 100 miles of campus and frequently are reluctant to participate in academic experiences out of the ordinary.  This course is being proposed with the GENED prefix and a 200 number, rather than utilizing the regular 491 Travel Study course, to attract primarily freshman/sophomore level students, who shy away from courses with “upper level” numbers in which they feel the material would be too advanced and they might be competing with juniors and seniors.  Further, students will be able to count a maximum of 3 credits of this course in the General Education electives category as a GI course. 

Traditional travel study courses are approved by the offering department and the Associate Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs.  Because this course is intended to be interdisciplinary and provide opportunities for faculty and teaching academic staff across campus to participate, the General Education Review Committee will fill the role of the department in screening and approving each itinerary to be offered, as well as approving applicability General Education.  The Committee will ensure that each iteration of the course focuses on the broad social, cultural and historical objectives of the General Education program.  The Office of International Education and Programs will take the lead in recruiting faculty and teaching academic staff as instructors and assisting them in developing itineraries.

The intention is to begin with a series of 1-credit offerings during Winterim and spring break, and immediately after the end of the spring semester.  In order to make travel study more accessible for more students in terms of cost and time away from other activities such as jobs, initial offerings will most likely involve relatively short-distance travel to areas such as Mexico, Canada, the Caribbean, and Western Europe, as well as domestic destinations such as New York.  Each offering will include at least 2 two-hour

Classroom sessions before travel to cover the cultural, social and historical background of the itinerary, five to seven days of travel study, and 1 two-hour post-travel session to evaluate and integrate the experience.  Students will, at a minimum, be required to keep a journal, along with other required work determined by each instructor.  If these prove successful, offerings may be expanded in the future to 3-credit trips to such areas as Australia, the Far East and Eastern Europe.  It is hoped that this experience will encourage students to participate in further travel and study abroad, thus contributing to the University’s goal of providing a study abroad opportunity for ten percent of our students each year.

Relationship to program assessment objectives:  Taken as a whole, travel study addresses in a fundamental way virtually all of the goals of the General education program, especially those dealing with critical thinking (Goal 1), understanding of cultural heritage and values (Goal 2), understanding our own and others’ cultural diversity (Goal 3), and acquiring a base of knowledge common to educated persons, by exposing students to a broader range of possibilities in all of these areas.  Individual iterations of the course may also focus on other basic General Education goals, such as understanding the physical environment (Goal 6) or appreciation of the arts (Goal 7).  Moreover, this course addresses at least some of the specific goals of each of the Core courses, from acquainting students with the varieties of human cultures (Individual and Society) to developing understanding and appreciation of American and other cultures (World of Ideas); the course is most clearly connected to the goals of The U.S. Experience in a World Context and Global Perspectives.  It is hoped that instructors in these latter two courses in particular will participate in travel study and develop linkages with the Core. 
Budgetary impact:  None.  Course will be taught as overload with instructor receiving a stipend plus expenses paid through course fees.


Course description: This course gives students an opportunity to experience first hand important social, cultural and historical aspects of American and other cultures through travel and study in this country and abroad.  Specific itineraries and fees will be published in the Timetable each semester.  Course is repeatable with change of itinerary up to 4 times and a maximum of 6 credits toward degree; a maximum of 3 credits may be counted in the General Education elective category.


Course requisites:  None


If dual listed, list graduate level requirements for the following:  NA

Course objectives and tentative course syllabus:  (SAMPLE)



Proposed Travel Study Program Itinerary to Central Europe

Please note: the following is the itinerary for a travel study program offered during spring break, but suitable itineraries can be created for almost any overseas destination.  Students would visit historical and cultural sites, cathedrals, art galleries, museums, geographic landmarks, et cetera with local experts/guides to explain their significance.  These same sites would be studied prior to travel portion of course.
Day 1:
March 20, 2003 (meals on flight en route)

Depart Chicago O’Hare or Milwaukee General Mitchell (preferred) for travel to Budapest, Hungary

Day 2: March 21, 2003 (D)

AM:
Arrive in Budapest 

PM:
Early afternoon cruise on the Danube river. 

Welcome group dinner at hotel. 

Overnight in hotel near Budapest town center 

Day 3: March 22, 2003 (B)

AM:
Morning walking tour with local guide (to cover city’s history sights and include view of the sprawling city below from Fisherman's Bastion located on Castle Hill, a visit to 13th century Matthias Coronation Church and the Citadel on Mount Gellert. 

PM:
Afternoon free for exploring the city center and transportation system. 

Overnight in same hotel near Budapest town center 

Day 4: March 23, 2003 (B)

AM:
Excursion to Hungarian countryside, along the Danube Bend.  Visit the town of Szentendre before proceeding to the picturesque cathedral town of Eszstergom. (Lunch in Eszstergom at participant’s own expense.)
PM:
Return to Budapest to explore Budapest's fine arts and architecture at own pace. 

Overnight in same hotel near Budapest town center 

Day 5: March 24, 2003 (B)

AM:
Depart Budapest for stop at the Gabchikovo dam project.

Continue to Bratislava, the capital of Slovakia, for a lunch-hour walking tour with local guide of the city center. (Lunch in Bratislava at participant’s own expense.)

PM:
Continue on to Vienna.  Tour of Vienna with local guide (to include the Ring Boulevard, Emperor Franz Josef's Hapsburg Palace, the State Opera and the Cathedral of St. Stephen's). 

Overnight in Vienna hotel near town center 

Day 6: March 25, 2003 (B, D)

AM:
Morning tour of the United Nations facility in Vienna. (UW-Whitewater will make arrangements for UN tour – group will require coach transportation to UN)

PM:
Afternoon tour to Schonbrunn Palace with local guide. 

Evening visit to the wine village of Grinzing for dinner and local entertainment. 

Overnight in same Vienna hotel near town center

Day 7: March 26, 2003 (B)

AM & PM:
Journey across the Czech boarder through farmlands to Moravia. Visit the villages of Duernstein and Telc en route to Prague (lunch in Duernstein or Telc at participant’s own expense). 

Overnight in Prague hotel near town center

Day 8: March 27, 2003 (B)

AM:
Tour of Hradcany Castle and the Old Royal Palace in Prague with local guide. 

PM:
Walking tour of downtown Prague including the Jewish Quarter, Jewish Cemetery, the 14th-century Charles Bridge and the Old Town. 

Overnight in same Prague hotel near town center

Day 9: March 28, 2003 (B, D)

AM:
Drive to the town of Terezin (Theresienstadt) for a tour of the Nazi concentration camp. 

PM:
Drive to Velehrad and/or Bohemian castle of Kanopis for guided tour

Group dinner at local restaurant. 

Overnight in same Prague hotel near town center 

Day 10: March 29, 2003 (B and meals on flight en route)

Return flight from Prague to Chicago O’Hare or Milwaukee General Mitchell (preferred)
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