University of Wisconsin-Whitewater

Curriculum Proposal Form #2

Change in Degree, Major, or Submajor

Effective Term:
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Type of Action:
 FORMDROPDOWN 

Degree:
 FORMDROPDOWN 

Program Title:
Journalism Broadcast Emphasis


GPA Requirement for the Major/Submajor:

Sponsor(s):  
Bill Weiss


Department(s):
Communication


College(s):
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Consultation took place:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes  (list departments and attach consultation sheet)

Departments:       
Proposal Information:  

(Procedures can be found at http://acadaff.uww.edu/Handbook/Procedures-Form2.htm)  

Total number of credit units in program:

Before change
34
After change
0


1. Exact description of request:

The department no longer attracts students in this major, due largely to a shift in the job market among secondary teachers.  It has been over 5 years since we enrolled the last student in this major.

2. Relationship to mission and strategic plan of institution, and/or college and department goals and objectives:


While the Communication department’s mission statement emphasizes the intent to “prepare future communication professionals with the knowledge and techniques necessary to ensure both their career success as well as their success as active and responsible citizens in a democratic society” it is not currently the department’s intent to focus on educating future communication teachers, per se.  In fact, we have not had any students enrolled in this particular emphasis for quite some time.  Those students interested in becoming future communication educators are more inclined to select one of the BSE communication minors.  This decision is also more prudent for the student, as most K-12 instructors in this area tend to have majors in English (for employment purposes, since communication courses in the high school tend to be electives, as opposed to major requirements).

3. Rationale:

Resources can no longer be allocated to offering a major that recruits few if any students.  In addition, the revised requirements of the Wisconsin DPI make future offerings prohibitive.

4. Cost Implications:

It is much more advantageous from a cost perspective to have this program removed from the communication curriculum options, as it would be fairly expensive to modify the curriculum to adjust to the DPI changes that are forthcoming.
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