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Catalog Description

The Bachelor of Fine Arts in Theatre is a pre-professional degree program.  It offers a broad-based core of theatre studies along with an individually designed course of study which focuses on a specific area of emphasis.  Students in this program choose an emphasis course of study for intensive training in Performance, Design/Technology, Stage Management or Management/Promotion.  The B.F.A. program does not require a minor, but admission and retention are based on acceptable auditions or portfolios and minimum GPA requirements.

Student Learning Objectives

Upon completion of the BFA Stage Management program a student will have received a foundation that will allow them to start working professionally in their emphasis.  Specifically the student will have learned to:

1) Manage Auditions for Stage Productions

2) Oversee and manage Rehearsals with the actors and technicians

3) Oversee and manage Performances for shows ranging from one-acts to musicals or large multi-act plays.

4) In addition to the technical skills above the student will have learned many of the skills needed to interact with the personal needs of the Artistic Staff (Designers & Directors), Cast and Crew.

List of Courses

BFA Core taken by all BFA Students:

Theatre 110 Introduction to the Theatre 4 Cr.

Theatre 120 Introduction to Acting 3 Cr.

Theatre 225 Script Analysis 3 Cr.

Theatre 251 Introduction to Technical Theatre 4 Cr.

Theatre 252 Introduction to Theatrical Design 3 Cr.

Theatre 204 Practicum – Stagecraft 1 Cr.

Theatre 206 Practicum – Costuming 1 Cr.

Theatre 242 Stage Makeup 2 Cr.

Theatre 332 Directing I 3 Cr.

4 of the 5 following History Courses;


Theatre 346 Survey of Modern Drama 3 Cr.


Theatre 369 Multicultural Drama of the U.S. 3 Cr.


Theatre 471 History of Theatre Through 1550 A.D. 3 Cr.


Theatre 472 Theatre History and Drama 1550 to 1830 3 Cr.


Theatre 478
Contemporary Drama 3 Cr.

Note: B or better in any of the above History Courses fulfills the Departmental writing proficiency requirement.

BFA Stage Management Emphasis will require the following:

Theatre 260 Production Stage Management 3 Cr.

Theatre 343 Technical Direction 3 Cr.

Theatre 345 Costume History 3 Cr.

Theatre 433 Directing II 3 Cr.

Theatre 454 Period Décor and Scenic Styles 3 Cr.

Theatre 460 Advanced Stage Design and Technology 3 Cr.

Six credits from the following Practicum and Production Practicum


Theatre 203 Sound .5-2 Cr.


Theatre 205 Lighting .5-2 Cr.


Theatre 208 Make-up .5-2 Cr.


Theatre 300 Summer Theatre Production 1-6 Cr.


Theatre 302 Stage Manager 2 Cr.


Theatre 304 Scenery 2 Cr.


Theatre 305 Lighting 2 Cr.


Theatre 306 Costumes 2 Cr.


Theatre 308 Sound 2 Cr.


Others by Departmental Approval

Theatre 499 Senior Project 3 Cr.

In Consultation with advisor, choose 15 credits from the following courses:


Theatre 320 Acting: Problems of Style 3 Cr.


Theatre 328 Vocal Production & Stage Speech 3 Cr.


Theatre 433 Directing II 3 Cr.


Music 150 Introduction to Music Theory 2 Cr.


Communication 228 Interpersonal Communication 3 Cr.


Communication 239 Fundamentals of Audio Production 3 Cr.


Communication 242 Small Group Communication 3 Cr.


Or other courses approved by the department.

Four-Year Plan of Course Offerings
No classes listed above are offered less than once every two years.  Therefore, completion of the degree in the four-year time period is the same as with our other BFA programs.

Assessment Plan

Assessment will be integrated into the existing departmental assessment plan.

Resources Needed

No additional resources are needed to support this emphasis as all courses are currently in place and being taught.

Student Need/Demand

The Stage Management Emphasis will allow the Theatre/Dance Department to offer to a growing group of students’ recognition for their desired professional goals.  Currently we track the students through the Design/Technology line and emphasize Stage Management through their electives.  The Stage Management Emphasis will appropriately grant the students recognition for this area of pre-professional training on their school transcript.

In reference to “Demand” it is very safe to state that good stage managers are in high demand.  We use Stage Managers on all our productions, so our in-house demand is constant.  This student need has grown to the point that we have to have a Stage manager and two assistants on each show in order to have positions available to meet the current demands.

Our students, when they graduate, are in an excellent position to move into the professional world not only in Theatre but Opera, TV, Film, and Dance.   Additional professional opportunities are available in many other areas and this emphasis will better prepare our students to be competitive.

Relationship of the Program to Other Programs on Campus

The Stage Management emphasis is unique to theatre and while the skills learned can be used in related performance arts like music and communication, the training and practice is unique to our program.

Relationship of the Program to UW System & Region
After an Internet search of the other Bachelor of Fine Arts and Masters of Fine Arts Theatre programs in the state it is clear that our program will be unique.  While both Madison and Milwaukee offer Stage Management on the Masters level we will be the only undergraduate campus to offer this emphasis to our students.  Most if not all MFA programs want students with prior experience before granting them admission.  Our emphasis will either give the students the needed experience or prepare them up to work professionally prior to going on to Graduate School.
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