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I.          Course Justification

At present there is no course on women’s role in international relations at UW-W. This new course will, therefore, not only fill this gap in the curriculum but will also provide the students with the basic analytical framework for understanding security, conflict, peace and international political economy through feminist perspectives. By analyzing the role of women in international relations in all its diversity, we improve the students’ knowledge and understanding of international relations. 

II. Relationship to Program Objectives

A.
Political Science:

In addition to promoting the analysis of the role of women in international relations, war, conflict, diplomacy and conflict resolution, this course will foster the development of alternative perspectives to international relations by incorporating non-traditional perspectives on security, peace and conflict resolution, and international political economy in the undergraduate curriculum. It meets the Department of Political Science Assessment Plan objectives in the following ways: (1) students will use comparative case studies as a research method for analyzing global issues (Subject Matter Objective 1);  (2) students will learn about major feminist theories in the field of international relations and peace studies (Subject Matter Objective 2); (3) students will become acquainted with the structure, processes, and operation of transnational organizations as actions in international relations (Subject Matter Objective 3c) and (4) students will develop analytical skills needed to understand political phenomena through extensive class discussion, writing assignments, and application of the comparative method (Cognitive Development Objectives 1).

B. International Studies:

In addition to providing students a general knowledge of the role of women in international relations, conflict and peace, this course meets the International Studies Program Assessment Plan in the following way: (1) students will be able to analyze global forces and issues (Subject Matter Objective 1);  (2) students will learn how the states interact during time of war and peace (Subject Matter Objective 2);  (3)  students will learn about the transnational women’s peace organizations and various social movements that have created or are creating goals and values that transcend national cultures and ideologies (Subject Matter Objective 5) and (4)  Students will learn alternatives to the traditional world view (Cognitive Development Objectives 1). 

C. Women’s Studies

This course meets the Women’s Studies Department objective 5.1 by providing the students with new and rediscovered knowledge about roles of women in international relations, peace and war across states. It also allows students to utilize the strategies of the various disciplines in an interdisciplinary program which focuses on women and gender (Objective 5.2) and prepares students to use comparative analysis as a research tool to pursue research in women and gender issues (Objectives 5.3 and 4).

III.
Budgetary Impact

Since the Political Science Department is not required to teach as many sections of the course Global Perspectives as before, there will be opportunity to teach this course in regular rotation.

IV.
Course Description

The course will critically analyze the political events, major problems, processes and trends in international and regional conflicts within the context of feminist theories. It will examine the role of women in negotiations between states and in international organizations.

V.
Requisites

Three credits of political science or three credits of women’s studies.

VI.
Tentative Course Syllabus

Course Description

This course is designed to provide students with the opportunity to study and analyze international relations from a multi-disciplinary perspective. It will examine current understandings of the causes, processes and structures of international relations, violent conflict, as well as resolution of those conflicts and peace within the context of Feminist theories. The goal is to examine the role of women in international relations, international security, conflict and peace through different approaches to the study of conflict and how it is understood.  The course will consider both the strength and limitations of various disciplinary approaches.

The traditional approaches to international relations international security, international conflict and peace reflect viewpoints consistent with masculine perspectives on power and security.   The goal is to consider how the limitations of the approaches can be effectively challenged and what alternatives might be offered. Themes for discussion will include gender, race, ethnicity, nationalism, state, community, conflict and peace.

Course Objectives

The course will (1) provide thinking space to consider issues such as how women think about international relations, international security, international conflict and how women put their ideas into practice.  Can we re-conceptualize these topics in ways that open a new way to consider international relations, international security, conflict and peace from the point of view of women with little or no access to political and economic power? Finally could these re-conceptualizations affect our own understanding of the role of women in international relations, conflict and peace? We will (1) apply this new conceptualization to specific international issues, such as security, conflict and peace situations; (2) encourage the development of flexibility, openness and critical analysis among students in order to understand both theory and practice of international relations, international security, violent conflicts and peace within the context of feminist theories; and (3) teach students to apply comparative case studies as a research method for analyzing international relations, international peace, security and conflict within the context of feminist theories.

Course Requirement and Grading

This course is a seminar discussion based on assigned readings and the student’s individual research. Students are required to read all assigned readings and think about them before coming to class. It is essential for the student to participate in discussion for testing and developing analytical skills and for generating dialogue in the course.   Students will be asked to lead seminars and small group discussions on readings during the semester. Each student will incorporate the analytical and theoretical issues raised in class in a presentation of a case study of a recent or an on-going international issue and the role of women in this issue. This assignment will count for 20% of the course grade. Each student is required to write a research paper of 15 to 20 pages.  The paper should be typed, double space, page numbered and should include a cover page. The paper must have an endnote or footnote page and a bibliography page. The paper should have 1-inch margins, 12-point font and will be due near the end of the semester. The paper counts for 60% of the course grade. The paper will be presented in the last two weeks of the seminar and the presentation will count for 10% of the course grade. Class participation will make up 10% of the overall grade.  

Grading Criteria

Papers: An “A” paper/presentation displays original thought and analysis of issues discussed in  class. The analysis must be based on research, which is both theoretical (critical analysis of assumptions and discourses) and practical (empirically based research, case-study analysis, ethnographic studies). An “A” paper is also well written with a properly formatted bibliography and footnotes. A “B” paper/presentation displays good understanding of the issues discussed and analyzed in class, but the arguments presented are not original and fully developed. A “c” paper displays good understanding of the issues at hand, but arguments presented are based on historical information.

The requirements for graduate students are: (1) read and present two scholarly articles in class room; (2) submit a research paper of 20 pages.

Required Texts

-Peterson V. Spike and Runyan Ann Sisson, Global Gender Issues, Westview Press, Boulder, 1997. 

-Charlotte Hooper, Manly States: Masculinities, International Relations, and Gender Politics, Columbia University Press, New York 2000.

-Haleh Afshar, Women and Politics in the Third World. London; New York: Routledge, 1996.

-Grace Chang, Disposable Domestics: Immigrant Women in the Globsal Economy. South End Press. 2000.

-C. Enloe, Maneuvers: The International Politics of Militarizing Women's Lives. University of California Press: Berkeley. 2000.

Recommended Texts:

-Vesna Pesic. Serbian Nationalism and the Origin of the Yugoslav Crisis, USIP Press. 1996.

-J.A. Tickner, Gendering World Politics: Issues and Approaches in the Post-Cold War Era. New York: Columbia University Press. 2001.

-Lincoln Kaye, "To Bear Any Burden: Asia's Women Pay a Disproportionately High Price for the Region's Economic Boom." Far Eastern Economic Review, 158. 1997.

Schedule

Week 1
Introduction to Course


Discussion of course topics, assignments, course requirements.

Weeks 2&3
Women and State

Reading:  Dinnerstien, Dorothy, “What Does Feminism Mean?  In Rocking the Ship of State: Toward a Feminist Peace Politics (on reserve in Anderson Library)

Weeks 4&5
Women and World Politics
Reading:  Peterson, V. Spike and Runyan, Ann Sisson, Global Gender Issues, Westview Press, Boulder, 1997.  Chapters 1-3.
Week 6
Women, War and Peace



Roots of Conflict



Reading:  G. Cashman, What Causes War:  An Introduction to Theories of 


International Conflict.  (on reserve)



H. Ardent, On Violence.  Handout.



Vesna Pesic, Serbian Nationalism and Origin of the Yugoslav Crisis
Week 7
How Women Are Portrayed in War and Peace



Reading:  Sharon Macdonald, Chapter 1-4



Feminist Perspectives on Peace



Reading:  Brock-Utne; Chapter 1-3

Week 8
Women as War Makers



Margaret Thatcher, Indira Gandhi, Golda Meier



Reading:  Reserved in Anderson Library

Week 9
Women and the Nineteenth Century Peace Movement

Reading:  Jane Held, The British Peace Movement:  A Critical Examination of Attitudes to Male Violence with the British Peace Movement, as Expressed with Regard to the “Molesworth Rapes.”  1988.  (on reserve)

C. Enloe, Maneuvers:  The International Politics of Militarizing Women’s Lives, 2000.  Chapters 1-5.

WWI and the Peace Movement

Readings:  H. Arendt, On Violence
Alonso, Peace as a Women’s Issue, Chapter 3 (on reserve)

Week 10
WWI and the New Peace Movement



Reading:  Modernity and Holocaust (on reserve)



Alonso, Chapter 5 and 6 (on reserve)



Women in Wars



Reading:  Women and the Vietnam War, “The Women Who Left Them 



Behind.  (on reserve)

Women Against Iran and Iraq War.  Handout.  Translated from Persian newspapers)



Israel and Palestinian Women on War.  Handout

Week 11&12
Women in World Economy

Readings:  Haleh Afshar, Women and Politics in the Third World, 1996.  Chapters 1-3.

Grace Chang, Disposable Domestics:  Immigrant Women in the Global Economy, 2000.

Dalla Costa, Paying the Price:  Women and the Politics of International Economic Strategy.  1995.  Handout

Week 13
Work and Health

Reading:  Browner and Leslie, “Women, Work, and Household Health in the Context of Development.”  1996.  Handout

Isabella Bakker, ed.  The Strategic Silence:  Gender and Economic Policy.  1994.  (on reserve)

Aslanbseigui, Nahid, Steven Pressman, and Gale Summerfield.  Eds.  Women in the Age of Economic Transformation:  Gender Impact of Reforms in Post-Socialist and Developing Countries.  1994. (on reserve) 

Week 14&15
Paper Presentations
Week 16
FINAL EXAM
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