UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-WHITEWATER

CURRICULUM PROPOSAL FORM #2

CHANGE IN A DEGREE, MAJOR, OR SUBMAJOR
Check Exactly One:

	Change in:
	____
	Degree
	   X  
	Major
	____
	Submajor

	Deletion of:
	
	
	____
	Major
	____
	Submajor


Total Number of Credits in Program:

(if "change in" is checked - even if credits remain the same)

	33
	Before Change
	
	33
	After Change


Program Title:  

Political Science  BA /BS                                                                             


Sponsor(s):  

Susan Johnson



Department(s):

Political Science



College(s):

Letters and Sciences



Other Programs Affected: 

None






Effective Term:

Fall 2002





Submit the following:

I. Exact description of request 

FROM:  

1.  POLISCI-141 AND POLISCI-301 

2. SELECT 3 CRED FROM COURSES AREA 1-AMER GOVMT POLISCI-315, POLISCI-317, POLISCI-318, POLISCI-319, POLISCI-344, POLISCI-346, POLISCI-357, POLISCI-413, POLISCI-414, POLISCI-415, POLISCI-419 AND POLISCI-446 

3. SELECT 3 CRED FROM COURSES AREA 2-PUB POLICY & ADMIN PSCI POLISCI-316, POLISCI-320, POLISCI-330, POLISCI-421, POLISCI-430, POLISCI-440 AND POLISCI-489 

4. SELECT 3 CRED FROM COURSES AREA 3-COMPARATIVE GOVERNMENT  POLISCI-352, POLISCI-460, POLISCI-461, POLISCI-471 AND POLISCI-472 

5. SELECT 3 CRED FROM COURSES AREA 4-INTERNATNL RELATIONS  POLISCI-340, POLISCI-350, POLISCI-351, POLISCI-377, POLISCI-442/662, POLISCI-457 AND POLISCI-463 

6. SELECT 3 CRED FROM COURSES AREA 5-POL THEORY  POLISCI-365, POLISCI-411, POLISCI-412 OR POLISCI-420 

7. SELECT 12 ELECTIVE CRED FROM THE POLITICAL SCIENCE DEPARTMENT EXCLUDING 900-140 

8. COMPLETE SIGNIFICANT WRITING IN ADVANCED COURSE WITH VERIFICATION BY INSTRUCTOR. 

TO:  
 POLISCI-141 AND POLISCI-301 

1. SELECT 3 CRED FROM COURSES AREA 1-AMER GOVMT POLISCI-315, POLISCI-317, POLISCI-318, POLISCI-319, POLISCI-344, POLISCI-346, POLISCI-357, POLISCI-413, POLISCI-414, POLISCI-415, POLISCI-419 AND POLISCI-446 

2. SELECT 3 CRED FROM COURSES AREA 2-PUB POLICY & ADMIN POLISCI-316, POLISCI-320, POLISCI-330, POLISCI-421, POLISCI-430, POLISCI-440 AND POLISCI-489 

3. SELECT 3 CRED FROM COURSES AREA 3-COMPARATIVE GOVERNMENT POLISCI-352, POLISCI-460, POLISCI-461, POLISCI-471 AND POLISCI-472 

4. SELECT 3 CRED FROM COURSES AREA 4-INTERNATNL RELATIONS POLISCI-340, POLISCI-350, POLISCI-351, POLISCI-377, POLISCI-442/662, POLISCI-457 AND POLISCI-463 

5. SELECT 3 CRED FROM COURSES AREA 5-POL THEORY POLISCI-365, POLISCI-411, POLISCI-412 OR POLISCI-420 

6. SELECT 6 ELECTIVE 300 OR 400 LEVEL CRED FROM THE POLITICAL SCIENCE DEPARTMENT  

7. SELECT 6 ELECTIVE CRED FROM THE POLITICAL SCIENCE DEPARTMENT EXCLUDING 900-140

8. COMPLETE SIGNIFICANT WRITING IN ADVANCED COURSE WITH VERIFICATION BY INSTRUCTOR. 

II. Relationship to mission and strategic plan of institution, and/or College/Department goals and objectives 

A department goal is to offer enough general education courses to serve the needs of the college and university.  This change will open more seats in the political science general education courses for non-political science majors seeking general education electives.

This change also meets several of the department’s objectives.  Limiting the number of 100 and 200-level classes that majors may enroll in meets cognitive development objective 1 (All majors will have acquired the analytical skills needed for the analysis of political phenomena) because the upper-level classes have a greater focus on the development of analytical skills than do the 100 and 200 courses which are taught at a more introductory/informational level.  Skill objective 1 (All majors will exhibit writing proficiency in the discipline) is met by completing “significant writing in advanced course with verification by instructor,” however, the substantial writing that is required in many upper-level courses better assists students in the development of writing skills than do the introductory-level courses which require less writing.  This change also strengthens subject matter objective 3 (All majors will have an understanding of the breadth of knowledge of the discipline of political science) because majors will be required to take more upper-level classes in the five areas of political science (American Government and Politics, Public Policy and Administration, Comparative Government and Politics, International Relations, and Political Theory).  

III. Rationale
The rationale is two-fold.  (1) As the number of departmental offerings at the 200-level have increased, it has become possible for students to complete the political science elective requirements without any upper-level classes.  The department believes that political science majors will be better prepared if the number of introductory level credits is limited to six.  (2) This change will also increase the enrollments in political science upper-level classes and provide more open seats in the 200-level classes (which are consistently at maximum enrollment) for non-political science students.  All of the department’s 200-level courses are GS designated courses in the General Education curriculum.    

IV. Cost implications 
None
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