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PROPOSAL:  MINOR IN MULTIMEDIA

CATALOG DESCRIPTION:

The Journalism minor in multimedia introduces students to the field of multimedia communication. This includes multimedia production and related aesthetic, industry, communication, legal and effects issues.

Minor - 24 credits

1. ACIND 150, ACIND 151, (JOURNLSM 270 or SPEECH 270), and (JOURNLSM 271 OR SPEECH 271)

2. 6 CREDITS FROM:
(JOURNLSM 352 OR SPEECH 352), (JOURNLSM 350 OR SPEECH 350), OR (SPEECH 238 OR SPEECH 239)

3. 3 CREDITS FROM:  JOURNALISM 420, JOURNALISM 431, SPEECH 431 OR SPEECH 440

4. 3 CREDITS FROM:  SPEECH 345, SPEECH 422, OR SPEECH 424

Student Learning Objectives of the program:

Upon successful completion of this minor, students will:

--differentiate between multimedia communication and other forms of communication

--describe characteristics of multimedia

--analyze the ways in which the medium itself influences and is influenced by the form and content of the message

--write scripts for multimedia

--integrate multimedia production with audio and video production in multimedia for web-based and non-web-based environments

--assess form and content of multimedia

List of Courses to be included in the program in format appropriate for the degree audit system (include course titles), with a brief rationale for each course; new courses must be submitted for approval prior to or together with the Final Proposal for the program 

See attachment  at the end of this docment 

A 4-year Plan of Course Offerings:

4-YEAR PLAN:

MULTIMEDIA MINOR

First year:
Proficiency & General Education courses

Second year:

Introduction to Multimedia Studies

Multimedia Aesthetics

Multimedia Production I: Communication and Web Development

Multimedia Production II: Communication and Local Media

Third year:

Two of the following:

Fundamentals of Video or Fundamentals of Audio Production and/or

Interactive Communication and Advanced Multimedia Production and/or 

Multimedia Writing 

Fourth year:

New Communication Technologies/Law of Mass Communication/Mass Communication in Society

Persuasion/Communication Theories/Cross-Cultural Communication

An assessment plan for the program (to be submitted after program approval to the University Assessment Committee for review; not required if program assessment will be integrated into an existing departmental assessment plan) 

This minor will be assessed within the five-year Audit & Review cycle as established by the University and the University System.

Resources needed to support the program (staffing, equipment, library materials, etc.) 

The program will require one additional faculty member, effective Fall 2002.  The position will be filled by a new hire for which the Department has been given authorization.

The need for additional faculty/staff support for the program will be met through the College-level Technology Workforce Initiative positions and existing faculty.

Office space will be required for each of the faculty/staff positions.

A multimedia laboratory, with classroom space for 20 students, will be required.  The lab will require hardware and software for multimedia production.

Library resources are adequate to support the program (see listings of library resources included in course proposals)

Student Need/Demand for the Program 

Multimedia is a growing area in communication.  The blending of audio, visual, and interactive forms of communication has resulted in the development of new forms of communication that students need to understand.  Moreover, the demands of the communication job market require that students be skilled in multimedia in order to achieve basic communication goals.  This program meets the Department’s goal of strengthening the Department’s curricular offerings through the integration of this minor within the Department.  It also meets the College’s goal to “maintain and improve the quality of the curriculum” by introducing a growing area of communication into the curriculum.  Finally, multimedia is one of the areas specified in the Technology Workforce Initiative (EM-21), proposed by former Governor Thompson, and supported by the Board of Regents and State Government.

Relation of the program to other programs on campus, in the UW System, and in the region.

The Communication and Art Departments have joined together to offer interdiscinary minors in Multimedia. This proposal represents the Multimedia Communication Minor. A common core of classes which includes Introduction to Multimedia Studies and Multimedia Aesthetics will be required in both minors. In addition students will meet discipline specific requirements in both departments. Students will gain a foundation of how multimedia relates to both art and communication disciplines and have the opportunity to concentrate on discipline specific courses in multimedia uses, issues and related communication areas. 

The new minor in Multimedia Communication complements the Mathematical and Computer Sciences’ minor in Web Site Development and Administration. While students in this minor learn the underlying technical tools for Web Development and Administration, students minoring in Multimedia Communication focus on communication issues related to audience, message structure, assessment and other aspects of the communication process.

The new minor in Multimedia Communication also complements the Computer End-User Technologies Major in the Department of Business Education/ Computer and Network Administration which explores Computer End-User Technologies for business solutions. While students minoring in Multimedia Communication gain an awareness of the role of multimedia in business, students are primarily examining role of multimedia within the communication related professions including electronic media, journalism, organizational communication, advertising, public relations and related areas. 

Given the opportunity students selecting the Multimedia Communication Minor will benefit from taking classes in media technology from other disciplines. Understanding the role of multimedia from other perspectives can only enhance the student’s educational experience.

There are examples of multimedia curriculum in other universities in the UW System. 

Web design courses and related multimedia courses are offered in the Art Department and in the Computer Science Program at UW-Madison. UW-Green Bay offers a major in Communication with an emphasis in Multimedia. UW-Milwaukee has a program in Digital Arts and Culture. At UW-Stout there is a BFA in Art with a multimedia design concentration. At UW-Oshkosh multimedia courses are offered as part of the Educational Leadership Major. In addition, The School of the Art Institute of Chicago offers a degree in Visual Communication that emphasizes multimedia. Marquette University also offers multimedia classes within their Broadcasting and Electronic Communication Undergraduate Major.
JOURNALISM MULTIMEDIA MINOR:  JUSTIFICATION FOR COURSES

The minor consists of 24 credits.  Courses are selected from four areas:

I.  Required courses (12 credits)

*Introduction to Multimedia Studies



ACIND 150     
3 

*Multimedia Aesthetics




ACIND 151      
3

*Multimedia Production I: Communication and Web Development









JOURNLSM 270
3



Prerequisite or Co requisite: Multimedia Aesthetics

*Multimedia Production II: Communication and Local Media



                                                                          JOURNLSM 271       3                                   


Prerequisite: Multimedia I: Communication and Web Development                                                                                                                                           

            Prerequisite or Co requisite: Introduction to Multimedia Studies

Justification:  All students who minor in multimedia must understand a set of “core” principles and have practical experience in working with multimedia.  The Introduction to Multimedia Studies (ACIND 150 course is the foundations course, in which the fundamental concepts of multimedia are introduced.   Multimedia Aesthetics (ACIND 151) course further expands an understanding of factors influencing the perception and decoding of multimedia. Multimedia I: Communication and Web Development (JOURNLSM 270) includes analysis and hands-on applications of principles in web-based multimedia environments. Multimedia Production II: Communication and Local Media (JOURNLSM 271) focuses on analysis and hands-on applications in non-web-based environments, such as CD-ROM and DVD Production   

II. 6 credits in multimedia application courses:

*Interactive Communication and Advanced Multimedia Production 

 







JOURNLSM
352 
3 

Prerequisite:  Multimedia Production II: Communication and Local Media 







*Writing for Multimedia




JOURNLSM 350     
3


Prerequisite or co requisite:  Introduction to Multimedia Studies

Fundamentals of Audio Production   OR


SPEECH 239

3


Fundamentals of Video Production



SPEECH 238

3

Justification:  These courses provide opportunities to practice and improve media skills used in multimedia production. These include producing interactive multimedia, writing scripts for Multimedia, and digital audio and video production.   Students must be able to blend media production techniques in order to produce multimedia at an advanced level.  Also as consumers of multimedia, students must also be able to evaluate multimedia and the component parts that lead to successful multimedia communication.

III.  3 credits in communication technology courses:

Law of Mass Communication                                     JOURNLSM 420                   3

Mass Communication in Society                                JOURNLSM 431                   3       

New Communication Technologies


SPEECH 440
            
3

Justification:  The content and forms of multimedia significantly influence and are influenced by the medium in which the multimedia is presented.  These courses provide knowledge of the characteristics of communication technologies, and the potential ways in which technology and multimedia symbiotically influence each other. In addition, these courses also address the impact of multimedia on individuals and society, and legal and policy questions impacting the use of Multimedia.

 3 credits in communication theory courses:
Persuasion




SPEECH 345


3

Communication Theories


SPEECH 422


3

Cross-Cultural Communication

SPEECH 424


3

Justification:  Students must not only have knowledge of theories of multimedia, but they should also have an understanding of theories of human interaction/communication.  The three courses listed above all provide a theoretical perspective to human communication, ranging from an understanding of influence (Persuasion), to general theories of human interaction (Communication Theories), and to communication in a diverse, global society (Cross-Cultural Communication).

*designates a new course

