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UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-WHITEWATER


ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION

	Description of Action:
	Create a Prefix (ARTMULTI)


	Initiator of Action:
	Robert Mertens


	Department(s) Affected:

	Communication Department

	
	

	College(s) Affected:
	Arts and Communication

	
	

	Other Programs Affected:
	

	
	


	Reasons for Action (include whether the action was recommended by any review body, if appropriate):  

Multimedia Design is a rapidly growing area of Art practice and curricular development.  The fusion of visual, aural, kinetic and interactive forms of communication have resulted in the establishment of new models and methods of visual dialogue and expression.  Intrinsic with such developments is the hybrid composition of both the course content and delivery that is presently neither clearly nor explicitly reflected in available department prefix options.  As electronic and digital media become progressively more common and widely utilized as a form of content delivery throughout the university curricular structure, it becomes increasingly essential to distinguish discipline specific content areas and delivery methods.  The creation of the new department prefix (ARTMULTI) seeks to clarify for students the discipline specific nature and creative content of both inter and intra-departmental existing and anticipated course offerings as well as prepare for curricular advancement and development.  By establishing a new and separate prefix, students who are pursuing Multimedia Design content courses will be better able to interpret course content and enroll in select courses that have been specifically designed to serve their needs, avoiding redundant internal administrative degree personalization or inappropriate course designation to existing degree categories.

Staffing and Budgetary Impacts:
No direct staffing and budgetary impact is anticipated as a result of the creation of this new prefix.  Staffing and budgetary implications for current studio/lab courses, as well as projected lecture and studio/lab courses to be included in this category, have been addressed through individual course proposals with the acknowledgment that associated augmented instructional support is anticipated from the Technology Workforce Initiative and EM21 potential positions.  Related position searches are currently pending.
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