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2
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Proposal Information: (Procedures can be found at http://acadaff.uww.edu/Handbook/Procedures-Form3.htm)

Course justification:  This course will fill curricular gaps and give students more flexibility meeting the requirements of the major and minor.  We have had particular difficulty offering courses regularly in the area of Gender and the Natural Sciences, an area that is required for our majors.  At the moment, we have only one course with which students can meet the requirement in this area, and that course is offered irregularly.

Also, research in women’s studies is burgeoning, and we have difficulty offering an array of courses that appropriately reflects the most up-to-date research in the discipline.  Masculinity Studies, for example, has become an important part of the discipline and is too broad to simply be offered as part of an existing course.  Women’s Human Rights, also, is of great interest to the students and can’t be treated effectively without a course of its own.

Finally, the course would allow faculty to teach areas of expertise that can’t be part of the regular course rotation.  For example, Dr. Schemenauer could teach Women, Militarism and War as one of the early offerings of the course.
Relationship to program assessment objectives:

Our subject matter objectives are as follows

a) Majors should know about contemporary problems and issues affecting women’s lives.

b) Majors should be able to describe women’s experiences from interdisciplinary, historical and cross-cultural perspectives.

c) Majors should have knowledge of feminist theories and women’s creative achievements.

The courses we will offer as Issues and Topics in Women’s and Gender Studies will target the first objective in particular.  Many of these courses will target specific contemporary issues that affect women’s lives—AIDS, for example, and the affect of war on women.  The course would also allow us to do a better job of addressing the second objective, since we would be able to provide more range, particularly in relation to cross-cultural issues.
Budgetary impact:  This course would become part of regular course rotation among the Women’s Studies faculty.  The department lost a similar course when Anthropology was moved to Sociology.  Essentially we are replacing this course.  This will allow the department to offer a greater variety of topics in areas of faculty expertise.
Course description: 
This course provides intensive study of important issues in Women’s Studies, with special emphasis on courses that reflect the most contemporary thought in our discipline and that correspond to faculty research interests.  Topics include Women’s Human Rights, Gender and AIDS, and Women, Militarism and War.  
If dual listed, list graduate level requirements for the following:

1. Content (e.g., What are additional presentation/project requirements?) 


2. Intensity (e.g., How are the processes and standards of evaluation different for graduates and undergraduates? ) 


3. Self-Directed (e.g., How are research expectations differ for graduates and undergraduates?) 


Course objectives and tentative course syllabus:

SAMPLE SYLLABUS

for

Issues and Topics in Women’s and Gender Studies--

Women, Militarism, and War
Instructor: Ellie Schemenauer


Office: Salisbury 306

Office hours: TBA

Phone:
262-472-2872 (office)

email: schemene@uww.edu
Course Description: 

What do the following have in common: Rosie the Riveter and Carmen Miranda; a wife of a U.S. marine and a military prostitute in South Korea; a fashion model in camouflage and an armed guard; a child soldier in Sierra Leone and a military camp follower during the Boer War?  

The answer is…they have all been militarized.

This course explores the meaning of militarization in the context of women’s everyday lives.  We will discuss how militaries from around the world have sought to define and control notions of femininity and masculinity as well as the meanings of “woman” and “man.”  We also will explore and critique how militarization intersects with issues of race, class, and sexuality.  We will ask questions like—Is the inclusion of women into the ranks of the armed forces feminist?  Why do soldiers rape?  Why is homosexuality so threatening to the U.S. military?  How have militaries supported sex industries?  How do things as diverse as people, states, toys, and fashion become militarized, and what are the ramifications for society?  In the process of asking such questions, we will examine foundational concepts like war and peace, national security, citizenship, nationalism, and militarism.

Required Texts:
Cynthia Cockburn. The Space Between Us: Negotiating Gender and National Identities in Conflict. 


London and New York: Zed Books, 1998.

Cynthia Enloe.  Maneuvers: The International Politics of Militarizing Women’s Lives. 

Berkeley, Los Angeles, London: University of California Press, 2000.

Katharine H.S. Moon.  Sex Among Allies: Military Prostitution in U.S.-Korea Relations. 

New York: Columbia University Press, 1997.

Caroline O.N. Moser and Fiona C. Clark, eds.  Victims, Perpetrators or Actors? Gender, Armed 

Conflict and Political Violence.  London: Zed Books, 2001.

V. Spike Peterson and Anne Sisson Runyan.  Global Gender Issues.  Boulder: Westview 

Press, 1999. (second edition)

All other required readings can be found in the Reserve Room of the library.

Grading and Assignments:
The following will comprise your final grade:


--attendance, participation, and preparation (20%)



-discussion lead-in assignment

-note cards 


--research paper (30%)


--midterm exam (20%)


--final exam (30%)

attendance, participation, and preparation:  The success of this course depends on you!  As a reading-heavy discussion seminar, it is absolutely crucial that you attend class and attend prepared.  Please carefully read the assigned materials before each class period and be prepared to discuss them with the group.

Attendance is mandatory.  Unexcused or unexplained absences will result in a 2-point reduction (per day) in your participation grade.  In order to make the most of our time together, I request that students attend class ON TIME.  Tardiness is disruptive and distracting to all.  Unless there is an emergency, please do not leave the room in the middle of class.  Take care of business beforehand!  Although I do not mind if you bring food and drink, take care not to bring anything that you might need to slurp, crunch, or rip.  Be discreet.  

If, at any time, you are having difficulty with any part of this course, I encourage you to see me after class or during office hours.  I am available to discuss ideas or help tackle thorny issues or other problems you may have with the course material.   

Discussion lead-in assignment: In order to facilitate collaborative learning, each student will be assigned to a small working group of 3 to 4 students the second week of class.  Each group will be responsible for leading class discussion once during the semester on a date to be determined.  Your group is responsible for meeting beforehand in order to create 3 to 5 significant discussion questions to pose to the class.  These questions must be turned in to me the day before your group leads discussion.  Please email them to me by NOON the day prior to class (schemene@uww.edu).

This assignment is not meant to be an opportunity to summarize the readings nor is it a formal presentation.  Instead, I want you to facilitate discussion by critically engaging the assigned course materials.  Identify the main arguments in the readings.  Is the argument convincing?  What are its strengths?  What are the weaknesses?  How does the reading contribute to our understanding of major concepts in the class like peace, war, militarism, nationalism, citizenship, security, and so on?  This is a group assignment and will be evaluated as such.  Each member will receive the same grade.  If someone in your group does not participate please let me know in writing within one week of your assignment date.

Note cards: For every class, students are to bring a 3x5 card with a comment or question on it that addresses the readings for the day.  The purpose of this assignment is to encourage critical dialogue with the readings. It is also an opportunity for you to articulate your thoughts and questions about the material before you arrive in the classroom.  Be succinct!  All comments and questions must be limited to the size of the 3x5 card.  The note cards will be collected at the end of each class period.  I DO NOT want to see students working on note cards during class.  They MUST be completed before you enter the classroom!  Each student will be given 4 freebies.  That is, you are allowed to skip the note card assignment 4 times during the course of the semester without penalty.  After the fourth time, however, your participation grade will be adversely affected.  The note cards will be graded as excellent, satisfactory, or unsatisfactory.  

Midterm and Final Exams: There will be a midterm and final exam.  The midterm will cover the reading and discussion material from the first half of the course.  The midterm will be given in class.  The final will be comprehensive, but most of the exam will highlight the material from the second half of the course.  The final will be given as scheduled by the college.  Both exams will consist of identification and essay type questions.  There will be no make-up exams.  If you must miss an exam because of a severe illness or an emergency, documentation is required.

Research Paper: A 12-15 page research paper on a topic of your choosing is due December 9.  All topics must be related to the course material and approved by the instructor.  Paper topics and a preliminary bibliography are due September 25.  I encourage all students to visit me during office hours to discuss research topics before this date.  I will provide a list of potential topics and further information about this project on this date.  

The paper must be written in a 12 point font and double spaced with one inch margins. Late papers will be accepted, but fined 3 points per day.

Course Outline:
Class 1


Introduction to Course

Part I. First Steps: Why Women and Gender Matter in War

Class 2


Understanding Gender



Peterson and Runyan. Global Gender Issues, chapters 1 and 2

Class 3


Where are the Women?: The Invisibility Issue



Peterson and Runyan. Global Gender Issues, chapters 3 and 4

Class 4


Women as Actors in War



Peterson and Runyan. Global Gender Issues, chapters 5 and 6

Part II. Women, Gender and Militarism

Class 5


Understanding Militarism


Enloe. Manuevers, preface, chapters 1 and 2

Class 6
Understanding Militarism, cont’d
Carol Cohn. “ ‘Clean Bombs’  and Clean Language” in Women, Militarism and War, ed. By Jean Bethke Elshtain and Sheila Tobias.  Savage, Maryland: Rowman and Littlefield, 1990.

“The Events of 11 September 2001 and Beyond.” International Feminist Journal of Politics. 4:1 (April 2002) Pgs. 95-121.

Part III. Women and the Military

Class 7


Wives, Mothers, Nurses


Enloe. Manuevers, chapters 5 and 6

Amy Swerdlow. “Motherhood and the Subversion of the Military State: Women Strike for Peace Confronts the House Committee on Un-American Activities,” in Women, Militarism and War. Jean Bethke Elshtain and Sheila Tobias, eds. Savage, Maryland: Rowman and Littlefield, 1990.


Class 8


Women as Soldiers



Paper topics and preliminary bibliography due

Enloe. Manuevers, chapter 7

Francine D’Amico. “Feminist Perspectives on Women Warriors,” Peace Review 8:3 (1996), Pgs. 379-384.

Jacklyn Cock. “Women and the Military: Implications for Demilitarization in the 1990s in South Africa,” Gender and Society. 8:2 (1994), Pgs. 152-169.

Class 9


Women and Defense Industries



Film: The Life and Times of Rosie the Riveter 

Joan E. Denman and Leslie Baham Inniss, “No War without Women: Defense Industries,” in Gender Camouflage. Francine D’Amico and Laurie Weinstein, eds. New York and London: New York University Press, 1999.

Margaret “Maggie” Gee, “Oral History: My Silver Wings,” in Gender Camouflage. Francine D’Amico and Laurie Weinstein, eds. New York and London: New York University Press, 1999.

Marion Anderson, “A Well-Kept Secret: How Military Spending Costs Women’s Jobs,” in Gender Camouflage. Francine D’Amico and Laurie Weinstein, eds. New York and London: New York University Press, 1999.

Class 10

Transnational Militarism



bell hooks. “Feminism and Militarism: A Comment,” Women’s Studies Quarterly 23 (3 & 4), 1995. Pgs. 58-64.

Carolyn Nordstrom, “Visible Wars and Invisible Girls, Shadow Industries, and the Politics of Not-Knowing,” International Feminist Journal of Politics. 1:1 (June 1999), Pgs. 14-33.

Part IV.      Women doing Peace in Nationalist Conflicts 

Class 11

Gender and Nationalism

Insook Kwon. “A Feminist Exploration of Military Conscription: The Gendering of the Connections between Nationalism, Militarism and Citizenship in South Korea,” International Feminist Journal of Politics. 3:1 (April 2001), Pgs. 26-54. 

Saraswati Sunindyo. “When the Earth is Female and the Nation is Mother: Gender, the Armed Forces and Nationalism in Indonesia,” Feminist Review. 58 (Spring 1998), Pgs. 1-21.


Class 12

Midterm Exam

Class 13

Women, Peace, and National Conflicts



Cockburn. The Space Between Us. introduction and chapter 1


Class 14

Case One: Northern Ireland

Cockburn.  The Space Between Us. chapters 2 and 3

Moser and Clark, eds. Victims, Perpetrators or Actors? chapter 11

Class 15

Case Two: Israel/Palestine

Cockburn. The Space Between Us. chapters 4 and 5 

Moser and Clark, eds. Victims Perpetrators or Actors? chapter 6

Class 16

Case Three: Bosnia-Herzegovina

Cockburn. The Space Between Us. chapters 6 and 7

Class 17

Spotlight: Wartime Rape

Film: Calling the Ghosts

Cockburn. The Space Between Us. chapter 8 

Lene Hansen. “Gender, Nation, Rape: Bosnia and the Construction of Security,” International Feminist Journal of Politics. 3:1 (April 2001), Pgs. 55-75.

Class 18

When Soldiers Rape

Moser and Clark. Victims, Perpetrators, or Actors? chapter 5 

Enloe. Manuevers. chapter 4

Review Cockburn and Hansen from 10/30.

Part V. Prostitution and Sexual Slavery

Class 19

Soldiers and Prostitution



Film: Sin City Diary
Enloe. Maneuvers. chapter 3

Katharine Moon, Sex Among Allies. preface, prologue, chapters 1 and 2

Class 20

Soldiers and Prostitution, cont’d

Katharine Moon. Sex Among Allies. chapters 3 and 4

Class 21

Soldiers and Prostitution, cont’d

Katharine Moon. Sex Among Allies. chapters 5 and 6, epilogue

Class 22

WWII and Korean Comfort Women



Film: Silence Broken: Korean Comfort Women
Kazuko Watanabe, “Trafficking in Women’s Bodies, Then and Now: The Issue of Military ‘Comfort Women,’” Women’s Studies Quarterly 23 (1 & 2), 1999. Pgs. 19-31.

Part VI. Sexuality and the Military

Class 23

Sexuality and the Military



Laurie Weinstein and Francine D’Amico with Lynn Meola (pseudonym), “Lesbian Exclusion,” in Gender Camouflage. Francine D’Amico and Laurie Weinstein, eds. New York and London: New York University Press, 1999.

Winnie S. Webber (pseudonym), “Autobiography: I wish I could Use my Own Name,” in Gender Camouflage. Francine D’Amico and Laurie Weinstein, eds. New York and London: New York University Press, 1999. 

Carol Cohn, “Gays in the Military: Texts and Subtexts,” in The “Man” Question. Marysia Zalewski and Jan Parpart, eds. Boulder, CO: Westview Press, 1998.

Part VII. Gender, Armed Conflict and Violence

Class 24

Contextual Issues

Moser and Clark. Victims, Perpetrators or Actors? chapters 1-4

Class 25
Agency and Identity

Moser and Clark. Victims, Perpetrators or Actors? chapters 7-10

Class 26
Making Amends: Gender, Armed Conflict and Violence

Moser and Clark. Victims, Perpetrators or Actors? chapters 11-13
Part VIII. Conclusions: Feminism and Notions of Security

Class 27

Security Issues


Research paper due

Enloe. Maneuvers. conclusion

Jill Steans. “Feminist Perspectives on Security,” Gender and International Relations. Cambridge: Polity Press, 1998.

Gwyn Kirk. “Women Oppose U.S. Militarism: Toward a New Definition of Security,” in Gender Camouflage. Francine D’Amico and Laurie Weinstein, eds. New York and London: New York University Press, 1999.


Important Dates

X
Paper topic and preliminary bibliography due

X
Midterm exam

X
Research paper due

There will be a regularly scheduled final exam.
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