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Course justification: This course fills a curricular gap in the political science curriculum. Separatist movements are one of the most significant sources of intrastate conflict. 
Relationship to program assessment objectives:

For the field of Comparative Government and Politics, the department has a number of subject matter objectives. They are: students will understand major approaches to the study of comparative politics; students will understand the major theories of studying of comparative government and politics students will be acquainted with the structure, processes, and operation of a number of non-American political systems students will be aware of the varied ways in which government and political systems are organized and operated. This course will help to meet these goals. 
Budgetary impact: There is no budgetary impact. This course will become part of my normal course rotation.

Course description: (50 word limit): This course will examine and compare past and present separatist movements. The course will focus on the grievances that drive these movements, the justifications used to defend the pursuit of separation, and the processes proposed to achieve it.
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3. Self-Directed (e.g., How are research expectations differ for graduates and undergraduates?) 


Course objectives and tentative course syllabus:



Syllabus follows
Bibliography: (Key or essential references only.  Normally the bibliography should be no more than one or two pages in length.)
Bibliography follows
Notes:

1. Contact the Registrar's Office (x1570) for available course numbers.  A list of subject areas can be found at http://acadaff.uww.edu/Handbook/SubjectAreas.html
2. The 15 and 25 character abbreviations may be edited for consistency and clarity.
3. Please submit electronically when approved at the college level - signature sheet to follow in hard copy.

SYLLABUS

The Politics of Nationalism
Political Science 465

Professor Larry Anderson

Course description

Nationalist movements are a major source of conflict in the world. Yet our understanding of the factors that contribute to and prevent such conflict is limited. The purpose of this course is to examine the sources of Nationalism by conducting an analysis of theoretical issues related to nationalism and by exploring past and present nationalist movements.

Course objectives

Students taking this course will:

· develop an understanding of the conceptual distinction between federalism, autonomy, and independence

· develop an understanding of the causes of nationalist movements

· develop the tools with which to compare nationalist movements

· critically evaluate the methods that have been proposed to resolve nationalist conflict

· develop writing skills and in-depth knowledge of a nationalist movement through completion of research paper

Requirements for the course

The student will be required to take three exams and write one paper. Regular participation in class discussion is essential and will be formalized by each student taking turns at bringing in a current event (or events) for class discussion.

Readings

There is no text for the course. A course reader will be developed and placed online. 

Grade break down

Midterm 1 20% (Week 5)

Midterm 2 20% (Week 11)

Midterm 3 20% (Final Exam period)

Paper 25% (Week 14)

Paper presentation 5% (last two weeks of class)

Attendance and Participation 10%

Letter grades will be assigned on 10% breaks.

A=90-100%

B=80-89%

C=70-79%

D=60-69%

F=0-59%

Attendance Policy: attendance at all course meetings is required. Exceptions will be made for absences that result from legitimate medical reasons and participation in official university events. Documentation is required.

A note on academic misconduct: I take all cheating very seriously. If you are caught cheating on an exam or plagiarizing the work of another in your paper, you will be punished to the fullest extent possible. If you have any questions about this policy or what constitutes plagiarism, please come see me.

The University of Wisconsin-Whitewater is dedicated to a safe, supportive and non-discriminatory learning environment. It is the responsibility of all undergraduate and graduate students to familiarize themselves with University policies regarding Special Accommodations, Misconduct, Religious Beliefs Accommodation, Discrimination and Absence for University Sponsored Events. (For details please refer to the Undergraduate and Graduate Timetables; the "Rights and Responsibilities" section of the Undergraduate Bulletin; the Academic Requirements and Policies and the Facilities and Services sections of the Graduate Bulletin; and the "Student Academic Disciplinary Procedures" [UWS Chapter 14]; and the "Student Nonacademic Disciplinary Procedures" [UWS Chapter 17]).

Reading and Lecture Schedule

Week 1: Foundations: Nations, Nationalism, and Separation

Readings: Benedict Anderson, Gellner, Bartkus

Week 2: Federalism, Autonomy, or Independence?

Readings: Stepan, Buchanan

Week 3: Conventional analysis of Separatism

Readings: Wood, Dion, Horowitz, Hechter

Week 4: Institutional Determinants of Separatism

Readings: Bunce, Brancati

Week 5: Institutional solutions to separatist conflict (Midterm 1)
Readings: Bermeo, Hale

Week 6: The American Independence Movement

Readings: Declaration of Independence, Articles of Confederation

Week 7: The American South: Slavery, Secession, and the Civil War

Readings: Anderson, Calhoun, South Carolina addresses

Week 8: The Quebecois Separatist Movement

Readings: Anderson, Romney, Aronovitch

Week 9: Separation in the European Periphery: Ireland, Scotland, Wales, Basque Country and Catalonia

Readings: Anderson, etc.

Week 10: Separatism in the former British Empire: Western Australia: Natal, Nova Scotia 

Readings: Various historical documents

Week 11: The Break-up of the Former Soviet Union and Successor States (Midterm 2)
Readings: Bunce, Hale, Emizet and Helsi, Treisman

Week 12: Union, Divorce, and War: East and West Germany, Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia

Readings: Yarbrough and Yarbrough

Week 13: Secession in Africa and Asia: Biafra, Eritrea, Somaliland, and Bangladesh 

Readings: Premdas, Jhazbhy, Sisson and Rose (selections)

Week 14: Partition and/or federalism in Iraq (Paper due)
Readings: Anderson, Brancati, Romano, Iraqi Constitution (selections)

Week 15: Student presentation of research

Readings:

The final exam will be held during the final exam period.
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