University of Wisconsin-Whitewater

Curriculum Proposal Form #3

New Course

Effective Term:
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Subject Area - Course Number:
Histry 363 
Cross-listing:
     
(See Note #1 below)

Course Title: (Limited to 65 characters)
From Goddesses to Witches: Women in Premodern European History
25-Character Abbreviation:  
Hist Women Premod Europe


Sponsor(s):  
Jennifer Thibodeaux
Department(s):
History
College(s):
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Consultation took place:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes  (list departments and attach consultation sheet)

Departments:  Women's Studies, Sociology 


Programs Affected:
     
Is paperwork complete for those programs? (Use "Form 2" for Catalog & Academic Report updates)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 

will be at future meeting

Prerequisites:
Sophomore standing or consent of instructor
Grade Basis:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Conventional Letter
 FORMCHECKBOX 

S/NC or Pass/Fail
 

Course will be offered:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Part of Load
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 Above Load 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

On Campus
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Off Campus - Location       

College:
 FORMDROPDOWN 

Dept/Area(s):
History
Instructor:
Jennifer Thibodeaux

Note: If the course is dual-listed, instructor must be a member of Grad Faculty.
Check if the Course is to Meet Any of the Following:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Computer Requirement
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Writing Requirement


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Diversity 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  General Education Option:   FORMDROPDOWN 
   

Credit/Contact Hours: (per semester)

Total lab hours:
     
Total lecture hours: 
48
 

Number of credits:
3
Total contact hours:
48 

Can course be taken more than once for credit?  (Repeatability)  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes          If "Yes", answer the following questions:

No of times in major:
     
No of credits in major: 
     
 

No of times in degree:
     
No of credits in degree:
      

Proposal Information: (Procedures can be found at http://acadaff.uww.edu/Handbook/Procedures-Form3.htm)

Course justification:
Currently, the Department of History only offers women’s history courses in American history and modern World history. This course will contribute to the women’s history offerings by integrating the history of women in ancient, medieval and early modern European history into the curriculum. In addition, many of the themes that frame such surveys in American and modern history, such as nationalism, socialism and globalism, to name a few, do not have relevance for premodern women’s lives.  This course will highlight aspects of women’s lives in the premodern era by focusing on themes like women’s work, participation in religion, marriage, and sexuality.
Relationship to program assessment objectives:  The course focuses on critical thinking and writing skills, which contributes to the History department’s emphasis on such skills. As a discussion-based seminar, it emphasizes history as an interpretive discipline, which is consistent with the mission of the department.
  There is considerable demand from both history majors and non-majors for courses related to women and gender. The American women’s history survey course usually maximizes its enrollment. Courses in ancient, medieval and early modern European history also are very popular. It would seem then that a course that addresses women’s history in these premodern European contexts would attract a considerable number of students.
Budgetary impact: This course will be taught as part of a normal course load with no budgetary impact. It will be capped at 35 students and will not require any additional resources than that of a typical history course.

   The UWW library is already well-equipped with a selection of books on women in premodern European history. Some of these were previously purchased under my direction. Some of the readings in this course will be articles in scholarly journals, which can be obtained through JSTOR and other full-text library databases.
Course description: (50 word limit)



This course is a history of women in ancient, medieval and early modern European history, roughly the period from 4000 BCE to around 1750 CE. It focuses on the role, status and agency of women in different premodern European contexts, with particular focus on politics, culture and religion.

If dual listed, list graduate level requirements for the following:

1. Content (e.g., What are additional presentation/project requirements?) 


2. Intensity (e.g., How are the processes and standards of evaluation different for graduates and undergraduates? ) 


3. Self-Directed (e.g., How are research expectations differ for graduates and undergraduates?) 


Course objectives and tentative course syllabus: 

• Students will develop a knowledge of women’s lives in European history before 1750
• Students will develop critical thinking skills through intensive reading of scholarly material
• Students will develop advanced writing skills through informal and formal essay writing
History 363: From Goddesses to Witches: Women in Premodern European History
Fall 2007
Prof. J. Thibodeaux [pronounced “Ti-Bo-Doe”]




[syllabus subject to revision at discretion of professor]

Office: 317 Baker Hall

Office Phone: (262)472-1116

Office Hours:  MW 11-1 pm; T 11-12

Email: thibodej@uww.edu

Course Description: This course is a history of women in ancient, medieval and early modern European history. It focuses on the role, status and agency of women in different premodern European contexts, particularly politics, culture and religion.

Course Objectives: 

 • Students will develop a knowledge of women’s lives in European history before 1750

 • Students will develop critical thinking skills through intensive reading of scholarly material

 • Students will develop advanced writing skills through informal and formal essay writing
Books:
     Becoming Visible: Women in Premodern European History (HoughtonMifflin)

[abbreviated BV]


Lives and Voices: Sources in European Women’s History, ed., Lisa Dicaprio



(HoughtonMifflin)  [abbreviated Lives]

Additional readings will be found on D2L. Occasionally we may make use of the Ancient and Medieval Internet Sourcebooks.

Requirements:



Participation   

15%



Formal Essay

20%



Response Papers   
15%



Midterm

              25%



Final Exam

25%
Participation (15%): Since this is a discussion-based course, you are responsible for active participation in this course. This course involves no lectures, and only discussions of the readings assigned for each topic. If you don’t read, you cannot participate. This course meets one day a week, thus frequent absences will prove disastrous to your final course grade. You are permitted two days for absences (excused and unexcused) and each subsequent absence will result in a 10 point deduction per absence from your participation grade.  

Formal Essay (20%):  You will write a formal essay of 5-7 pages. More information on this assignment will be distributed at a later date.

Response Papers (15%): all students are required to write 5 response papers out of a choice of 7. These brief 1-2 page papers involve a critique of the day’s assigned scholarly article or primary sources. All response papers are due the day of discussion of the selected readings. 


These papers are critiques of the assigned readings, not summaries. They must not be longer than 2 whole pages. They will be graded on the basis of High Pass (HP-20), Pass (P-16), Low Pass (LP-13), and No Credit (NC-0). All grades will be entered into D2L’s gradebook. No late response papers will be accepted.
Midterm (25%) and Final Exam (25%): There will be a midterm and final exam in this course. Both exams will consist of writing; I do not use multiple-choice or other ‘objective’ tests in upper-division courses.
Grading Scale: 100-90 (A); 89-80 (B); 79-70 (C); 69-60 (D); 59 and below (F). 
Plagiarism and Academic Misconduct


Plagiarism of written assignments, formal and informal, and cheating on exams is entirely forbidden and will be prosecuted to the fullest extent under University regulations. If I catch you cheating or committing any act of plagiarism, whether minor or serious, I will assign you an F in the course and pursue your suspension from the university.  

The University of Wisconsin-Whitewater is dedicated to a safe, supportive and non-discriminatory learning environment.  It is a responsibility of all undergraduate and graduate students to familiarize themselves with University policies regarding Special Accommodations, Misconduct, Religious Beliefs Accommodation, Discrimination and Absence for University Sponsored Events. (For details please refer to the Undergraduate and Graduate Timetables; the “rights and responsibilities” section of the Undergraduate Bulletin; the Academic Requirements and Policies and the Facilities and Services sections of the Graduate Bulletin; and the “Student Academic Disciplinary Procedures” (UWS Chapter 14); and the “Student Nonacademic Disciplinary Procedures” (UWS Chapter 17).
Schedule of Readings
Sept 5

Course Introduction; Studying Gender and Sex: Theory and Method

• Joan W. Scott, “Gender: A Useful Category of Historical Analysis” 
• Judith Bennett, “Medievalism and Feminism”
Sept 12
           Women in Ancient Near East; Mesopotamia, Egyptian and Hebrew societies 



BV, Chapter 1

Sept 19
            Women in ancient Greek society



•Joan Burton, “Women’s Commensality in the Ancient Greek World”

• David Cohen, “Seclusion, Separation and the Status of Women in Classical 

  Athens” 

BV, chapter 2

Sept 26
            Hellenistic Women: A Special Case of Status

Oct  3

Roman Women

•Amy Richlin, “Pliny’s Brassiere”  

•Catharine Edwards, “Unspeakable Professions: Public Performance and 

    Prostitution in Ancient Rome”

BV, chapter 3

Oct  10

Early Christianity: Status of Women

•Rossi, Mary Ann. "Priesthood, Precedent, and Prejudice: On Recovering the 
  Women Priests of Early Christianity." 

•Kramer, Ross, “The Conversion of Women to Ascetic Forms of Christianity”

Gospel of Mary; Gospel of Philip [D2L]

Oct 17

Midterm Exam
Oct 24

Early Medieval Europe

•McNamara and Wemple, “The Power of Women through the Family in Medieval 

 

 Europe, 500-1100”



Life of Radegund [D2L] 



BV, chapter 4

Oct 31

 Social Class and Gender in the Middle Ages

•Kathryn L. Reyerson, “Women in Business in Medieval Montpellier” 

•Judith Bennett, “Public Power and Authority in the Medieval English 

  

Countryside”



BV, chapter 5

Nov 7

Women in the Medieval Church: Heresy and Orthodoxy

Nov 14

Women’s Work in the Pre-Industrial Age



BV, chapter 8



[Formal Essay Due]

Nov 21

 Renaissance Women: Writers and Courtesans

• Sharon Strocchia, “Gender and the Rites of Honour in Italian Renaissance 

   Cities” 

• Stanley Chojnacki, “Daughters and Oligarchs: Gender and the Early 

     Renaissance State” 

•Judith Brown, “Lesbian Sexuality in Renaissance Italy: The Case of Sister 

 

 Benedetta Carlini”



BV, chapter 6

Nov 28

Women in the Reformation



• Merry Wiesner, “Nuns, Wives, and Mothers: Women and the Reformation in
                           Germany”
•Diane Willen, “Women in Early Modern England”

BV, chapter 7

Dec 5

 Witchcraft

•Anne Barstow, “Why women?”

•Robin Briggs, “Men against women: the gendering of witchcraft”

Dec 12

Era of the Great Queens: Mary, Elizabeth, Catherine de Medici and Mary, Queen 

of Scots

 
The Final Exam will be held during the university-scheduled time.
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