University of Wisconsin-Whitewater

Curriculum Proposal Form #3

New Course

Effective Term:
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Subject Area - Course Number:
CHEM 488 
Cross-listing:
     
(See Note #1 below)

Course Title: (Limited to 65 characters)
Senior Honors Thesis
25-Character Abbreviation:  
Senior Honors Thesis


Sponsor(s):  
Hassimi Traore and Catherine Chan
Department(s):
Chemistry
College(s):
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Consultation took place:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes  (list departments and attach consultation sheet)

Departments:       


Programs Affected:
None
Is paperwork complete for those programs? (Use "Form 2" for Catalog & Academic Report updates)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 

will be at future meeting

Prerequisites:
Senior Standing and Chem 498
Grade Basis:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Conventional Letter
 FORMCHECKBOX 

S/NC or Pass/Fail
 

Course will be offered:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Part of Load
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 Above Load 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

On Campus
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Off Campus - Location       

College:
 FORMDROPDOWN 

Dept/Area(s):
Chemistry
Instructor:
Chemistry Faculty

Note: If the course is dual-listed, instructor must be a member of Grad Faculty.
Check if the Course is to Meet Any of the Following:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Computer Requirement
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Writing Requirement


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Diversity 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  General Education Option:   FORMDROPDOWN 
   

Credit/Contact Hours: (per semester)

Total lab hours:
45 hrs
Total lecture hours: 
     
 

Number of credits:
1
Total contact hours:
1 

Can course be taken more than once for credit?  (Repeatability)  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes          If "Yes", answer the following questions:

No of times in major:
2
No of credits in major: 
2
 

No of times in degree:
2
No of credits in degree:
2 

Proposal Information: (Procedures can be found at http://acadaff.uww.edu/Handbook/Procedures-Form3.htm)

Course justification:


The senior honors thesis is a requirement of the honors program which seeks to extend the learning objectives of the current Chemistry emphases.  The principal goal of the program is to train our better students more thoroughly so they can more often enter, and succeed in, highly competitive professional and graduate programs.  The main learning objective is to produce students with strong research, 
analytical and presentation skills
Relationship to program assessment objectives:


The honors emphasis in Chemistry was developed with four primary goals in mind:

1) To provide an appropriate and rigorous training for students interested in applying to graduate programs with an emphasis on research experience.

2) To provide a challenging emphasis for ambitious students wishing to obtain a degree that recognizes their exceptional dedication and/or abilities (i.e. pre-professional students).  

3) To “test-drive” some aspects of a graduate program in Chemistry.

4) To enable our graduates to be more competitive in the job market.
Budgetary impact:

No additional resources are required.  The proposed structure of the Senior Honors Thesis (Chem 488) is modeled after a similar program offered by the Biological Sciences department, and is essentially a modification of the existing independent study course (Chem 498).  Currently, faculty members in the department are already supervising student research projects above load.  Chem 488 simply formalizes this process which culminates in a written thesis and an oral defense.  This course will not require additional resources beyond those already committed by the College of Letters and Sciences and the Chemistry department


Course description: (50 word limit)


The senior honors thesis is a requirement of the honors program which is designed to recognize a student's exceptional dedication and ability. Students will complete a substantial research project in their senior year. Results must be written up as a thesis, presented in a seminar, and defended orally.

If dual listed, list graduate level requirements for the following:

1. Content (e.g., What are additional presentation/project requirements?) 
NA

2. Intensity (e.g., How are the processes and standards of evaluation different for graduates and undergraduates? ) 
NA

3. Self-Directed (e.g., How are research expectations differ for graduates and undergraduates?) 
NA

Course objectives and tentative course syllabus:


There is no set syllabus for the senior honors thesis since each student will work individually with his/ her mentor on unique projects.  However, all students enrolled in this course will take one credit in the first semester (typically Fall semester of the senior year) and another in the second semester (typically the following Spring semester).  A research proposal must be developed and written up by the middle of the first semester.  This proposal must be approved by the thesis supervisor and a second faculty member from the Chemistry department to certify it to be feasible, and that the student is adequately prepared for the task.  Results of the project must be written up as a thesis, presented in a seminar, and defended orally in front of the thesis supervisor and two additional faculty members by the end of the second semester.

Bibliography: (Key or essential references only.  Normally the bibliography should be no more than one or two pages in length.)
Notes:

1. Contact the Registrar's Office (x1570) for available course numbers.  A list of subject areas can be found at http://acadaff.uww.edu/Handbook/SubjectAreas.html
2. The 15 and 25 character abbreviations may be edited for consistency and clarity.
3. Please submit electronically when approved at the college level - signature sheet to follow in hard copy.
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