University of Wisconsin-Whitewater

Curriculum Proposal Form #4

Change in or Deletion of an Existing Course

Type of Action (check all that apply)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Course Deletion
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Requisite Change

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Course Revision
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Repeatability Change

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Description Change*
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Diversity Option

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Title Change
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  General Education Option

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Number Change

area:   FORMDROPDOWN 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Contact Hour Change and or Credit Change
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Computer Requirement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Grade Basis
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Writing Requirement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Add Cross-listing
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other:  
      *  Use Form 5, if only a Description Change

Effective Term:   FORMDROPDOWN 

Current/Old Course Number:
Biology 457    
Cross-listing:

New Course Number:

Current/Old Course Title: 
General Ecology
New Course Title:             

25-Character Abbreviation (if new title):  
Sponsor(s):       
Stephen Solheim & Ellen Davis
Department(s): 
Biology
College(s):        
 FORMDROPDOWN 

List all programs that are affected by this change:



If programs are listed above, will this change affect the Catalog and Advising Reports for those programs?  If so, have Form 2's been submitted for each of those programs?  

(Form 2 is necessary to provide updates to the Catalog and Advising Reports)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NA  
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 They will be submitted in the future

Proposal Information:  (Procedures can be found at http://acadaff.uww.edu/Handbook/Procedures-Form4.htm) 

I. Detailed explanation of changes (use FROM/TO format)

FROM: 

Description: A STUDY OF BIOTIC POPULATIONS AND COMMUNITIES AND NATURAL ECOSYSTEMS. CONTEMPORARY ECOLOGICAL THEORY AND TECHNIQUES WILL BE EMPHASIZED. LABORATORY EXERCISES WILL INCLUDE FIELD STUDIES, LABORATORY EXPERIMENTS, AND COMPUTER SIMULATIONS AND ANALYSIS. SIX HOURS OF LECTURE OR LABORATORY PER WEEK.

Prereq: BIOLOGY 251 WITH A GRADE OF C OR BETTER OR EQUIVALENT; BIOLOGY 257 WITH A GRADE OF C OR BETTER OR EQUIVALENT; BIOLOGY 303 WITH A GRADE OF C OR BETTER OR EQUIVALENT; MATH 231 OR MATH 342 OR PSYCH 215 WITH A GRADE OF C OR BETTER OR EQUIVALENT
TO: 

Description: A STUDY OF BIOTIC POPULATIONS, COMMUNITIES AND NATURAL ECOSYSTEMS. CONTEMPORARY ECOLOGICAL THEORY AND TECHNIQUES WILL BE EMPHASIZED, AS WELL AS THEIR APPLICATIONS TO THE PRESERVATION OF NATURAL COMMUNITIES. LABORATORY EXERCISES WILL INCLUDE FIELD STUDIES, LABORATORY EXPERIMENTS, AND COMPUTER SIMULATIONS AND ANALYSIS. SIX HOURS OF LECTURE OR LABORATORY PER WEEK.

Prereq: BIOLOGY 251 WITH A GRADE OF C- OR BETTER OR EQUIVALENT; BIOLOGY 257 WITH A GRADE OF C- OR BETTER OR EQUIVALENT; BIOLOGY258 WITH A GRADE OF C- OR BETTER OR EQUIVALENT; BIOLOGY 303 WITH A GRADE OF C- OR BETTER OR EQUIVALENT; MATH 231 OR MATH 342 OR PSYCH 215 WITH A GRADE OF C- OR BETTER OR EQUIVALENT
II. Justification for action

Description: Currently, this course (Biology 457) and Biology 467, Conservation Biology, are taught in alternating years such that our majors almost always are able to take one but not both of theses courses. As a result, some of the content in Biology 467 has been integrated into Biology 457 for some time. We wish to alter the course description to reflect that fact, and begin offering 457 every fall.
Prereq: Also, adding our new field course, Bio 258, as a prerequisite reduces the time constraints in this course because students come into this course better prepared and some topics can therefore be covered more quickly.
Overall, the effects of these changes result in approximately a 25% change in the course syllabus.

Also, under the new grading policies, which incorporates a plus/minus grading system, students who earn a C- in a course are not eligible to retake courses for credit. The proposed change is designed to allow such students to advance in the biology curriculum.

III. Syllabus/outline (if course Revision)
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