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Curriculum Proposal Form #2

Change in Degree, Major, or Submajor

Effective Term:
 FORMDROPDOWN 

                             
Type of Action:
Degree:
 FORMDROPDOWN 

Program Title:
Asian Studies Minor


GPA Requirement for the Major/Submajor:
2.25
Sponsor(s):  
Larry Neuman


Department(s):
Sociology, Anthropology & Criminal Justice


College(s):
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Consultation took place:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
X
Yes  (list departments and attach consultation sheet)

Departments:  Foreign Language within Language & Literatures


Proposal Information:  

(Procedures can be found at http://acadaff.uww.edu/Handbook/Procedures-Form2.htm)  

Total number of credit units in program:

Before change
21     
After change
21


1. Exact description of request:

Summary

The Asian Studies minor has been divided into two tracks, General Asian Studies and Japanese Studies.  In addition, the unique requirement for General Asian Studies has been raised from one term of Asian language study to one year of Asian language study.  In addition, a minimum GPA of 2.25 in the minor has been added.
From (as listed in catalog and on AR)
MINOR - 21 UNITS

1. 12 UNITS CORE:


A. SELECT 6 UNITS FROM THE FOLLOWING:


HISTRY 130, HISTRY 131, RELIGST 211 OR ENGLISH 258


B. SELECT 6 UNITS FROM THE FOLLOWING:


GEOGRPY 364, GEOGRPY SOCIOLGY 290, POLISCI 460 OR ECON 351.

2. SELECT 9 UNITS OF ELECTIVES FROM:

ANTHROPL 325, ECON 351, GEOGRPY 364, PEGNRL 141, PEGNRL 142, PEGNRL 175, PEGNRL 176, HISTRY 130, HISTRY 131, HISTRY 432, HISTRY 433, HISTRY 434,

RELIGST 211, RELIGST 303, ENGLISH 258, SOCIOLGY 290, SOCIOLGY 350, POLISCI 460, POLISCI 472, ASIANSTD 491, ASIANSTD 492, ASIANSTD 496, ASIANSTD 498

UNIQUE REQUIREMENT

THE EQUIVALENT OF ONE TERM OF STUDY OF AN ASIAN LANGUAGE WITH A GRADE OF C ORHIGHER, OR PASSING A PROFICIENCY TEST INDICATING

EQUIVALENT COMPETENCY. NATIVE SPEAKERS OF AN ASIAN LANGUAGE MAY HAVE THIS REQUIREMENT WAIVED.
To (to be listed in catalog and on AR)
MINOR - 21 UNITS
Asian Studies Minor: General Asia Studies Track 
1. 12 UNITS CORE:


A. SELECT 6 UNITS FROM THE FOLLOWING:


HISTRY 130, HISTRY 131, RELIGST 211 OR ENGLISH 258


B. SELECT 6 UNITS FROM THE FOLLOWING:


GEOGRPY 364, GEOGRPY 361, SOCIOLGY 290, POLISCI 460, OR ECON 351.

2. 3 UNITS, CAPSTONE EXPERIENCE

    ASIANSTD 498 OR ASANSTD 491
3. SELECT 6 UNITS OF ELECTIVES FROM:

 ECON 351, GEOGRPY 364, GEOGRPY 361, PEGNRL 141, PEGNRL    142, PEGNRL 175, PEGNRL  176, HISTRY 130, HISTRY 131,  HISTRY 385, HISTORY 386, RELIGST 211, RELIGST 303, ENGLISH 323, SOCIOLGY 290,  SOCIOLGY 285, SOCIOLGY 350, POLISCI 460, POLISCI 472, ASIANSTD 491,  ASIANSTD 492, ASIANSTD 496, ASIANSTD 498
UNIQUE REQUIREMENT

THE EQUIVALENT OF ONE YEAR OF STUDY OF AN ASIAN LANGUAGE WITH A GRADE OF C ORHIGHER, OR PASSING A PROFICIENCY TEST INDICATING

EQUIVALENT COMPETENCY. NATIVE SPEAKERS OF AN ASIAN LANGUAGE MAY HAVE THIS REQUIREMENT WAIVED.

Asian Studies Minor: Japanese Studies Track

This 21-credit track is for students who wish to specialize in Japanese language and culture.  It requires acquiring third-year proficiency in Japanese language, courses in Japanese history or culture, and a capstone experience that integrates language and culture.

1. 14 UNITS,  LANGUAGE CORE (a grade of C or higher is required in each course).

FORNLANG 103 AND FORNLANG 201 AND FORNLANG 202 AND FORNLANG 203. 
2. 1 UNIT, CAPSTONE EXPERIENCE
Each student must complete a 3-4 page essay, written in Japanese, that discusses some topic in Japanese history or contemporary culture. (Independent study)

3. 6 UNITS, HISTORY AND CULTURE  
SELECT 6 UNITS FROM THE FOLLOWING.  
ENGLISH 323; HISTRY 386; SOCIOLGY 350, OR ASIANST 491* 

(* must include travel in Japan)

UNIQUE REQUIREMENT:
FORNLANG 101 AND FORNLANG 102

2. Relationship to mission and strategic plan of institution, and/or college and department goals and objectives:

Values - Commitment to develop a sense of community, respect for diversity, and global         perspectives

Mission - To provide a range of undergraduate programs and degrees, including interdisciplinary programs, in letters, sciences, and the arts as well as programs and degrees leading to professional specialization

Strategic Plan - Attract and support highly motivated and involved students who demonstrate a strong work ethic and passion for success. AND Foster regular programs for intercultural or international study, research and service in every department.
3. Rationale: The last major update of the Asian Studies Minor curriculum was in 2000 and several courses have to be added or deleted.  In addition, the 2004-05 Audit and Review report for the program noted that it had too few students and suggested reevaluating the curriculum. After a discussion with a newly expanded Asian Studies advisory committee in spring 2006, this redesign of the minor was recommended to make it attractive to more students.
Change 1: Create two tracks.  One track is general Asian Studies and is only slightly different from the current minor. The second track is for Japanese Studies.  During the past 6 years, ten students have created an individually designed minor in Japanese Studies under the oversight of the program coordinator or a language instructor.  These highly motivated and academically talented students did not want to pursue courses in Asian Studies but were intensely interested in the advanced study of Japanese language and culture. Rather than initiate a new small stand-alone minor in Japanese Studies for such students that overlaps with the existing Asian Studies minor, an expansion of the current minor with a new track is  proposed.  

Change 2: Require to a year of Asian language study in the general Asian Studies track. The
Audit and Review report evaluation and the Advisory committee recommended this change 

because one year of study is necessary for serious engagement with the language.  It may be 
feasible with expanded Chinese offerings and a way to test native Hmong  speakers.
Change 3: A capstone requirement has been added for both tracks. The Japanese Studies track requires demonstrating integration of advanced language use and cultural knowledge.  Students 

have two options in general Asian Studies track has two options: a directed independent study 
that requires students to write a paper that integrates Asian Studies coursework around a       

particular topic on which they conduct independent research, or a travel-study experience in an 
Asian country with a final written report in which a student demonstrates the integration of     formal academic study with field experience.
Change 4: A minimum GPA requirement has been  added. All prior students in the minor have 
met this requirement and it is a signal of academic rigor to students.
4. Cost Implications:  Change in General Asian Studies track to update the existing program that packages courses already being offered by several departments has no added cost. Existing offerings in Japanese and Chinese can satisfy the new language requirement to complete a second semester of language instruction.  No additional offerings are needed because spaces have been available in second semester Japanese and Chinese classes.  For the Japanese Studies track, the first and second year courses have been taught regularly as part of foreign language offerings for the past several years with spaces available in second year class offerings, so it will not be necessary to add course offerings.  The requirement for third year Japanese proficiency may require offering third-year classes more frequently. The College of Letters and Sciences has agreed to fund offering third-year Japanese courses as needed to support the Japanese Studies track of the Asian Studies Minor program.
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