University of Wisconsin-Whitewater

Curriculum Proposal Form #3

New Course

Effective Term:
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Subject Area - Course Number:
ANTHROPL 390 
Cross-listing:
     
(See Note #1 below)

Course Title: (Limited to 65 characters)
Anthropological Theory: History, Critique and Current Practices  
25-Character Abbreviation:  
AnthroTheoryHisCritPrac


Sponsor(s):  
Michael J. Oldani 
Department(s):
Sociology, Anthropology, and Criminal Justice
College(s):
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Consultation took place:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes  (list departments and attach consultation sheet)

Departments:       


Programs Affected:
None
Is paperwork complete for those programs? (Use "Form 2" for Catalog & Academic Report updates)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 

will be at future meeting

Prerequisites:
6 credits in anthropology  
Grade Basis:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Conventional Letter
 FORMCHECKBOX 

S/NC or Pass/Fail
 

Course will be offered:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Part of Load
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 Above Load 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

On Campus
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Off Campus - Location       

College:
 FORMDROPDOWN 

Dept/Area(s):
Anthropology
Instructor:
Michael J. Oldani, PhD

Note: If the course is dual-listed, instructor must be a member of Grad Faculty.
Check if the Course is to Meet Any of the Following:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Computer Requirement
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Writing Requirement


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Diversity 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  General Education Option:   FORMDROPDOWN 
   

Credit/Contact Hours: (per semester)

Total lab hours:
0
Total lecture hours: 
3
 

Number of credits:
3
Total contact hours:
48 

Can course be taken more than once for credit?  (Repeatability)  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes          If "Yes", answer the following questions:

No of times in major:
     
No of credits in major: 
     
 

No of times in degree:
     
No of credits in degree:
      

Proposal Information: (Procedures can be found at http://acadaff.uww.edu/Handbook/Procedures-Form3.htm)

Course justification:


This course will serve both departmental and inter-disciplinary needs.  It will be a new addition to a growing anthropology curriculum and serve as a required option in the forthcoming Anthropology minor (proposed for spring 2007).  This course will become another option for students interested in social theory, whether anthropological or sociological. Although theory is abstract by nature, this course will strive to have students understand how theory is put into practice by working anthropologists through ethnographic research.  Additionally, this course will stress the history of anthropological theory and also discuss how current and past theory are relevant today for students of anthropology, sociology, social work, and psychology. 
Relationship to program assessment objectives:  This course satisfies the following Sociology, Anthropology, and Criminal Justice Department goals/objectives: 1). This course will be part of a diverse array of courses that will be intellectually challenging that supports all major and minor programs; 2). This course will aid in faculty and student research; 3). This course could be taught on-line (or in hybrid form) in the future; 4). The writing assignments for this course will be eligible for various Department and College of Letters and Science writing awards; and 5). This course could eventually be made available for graduate credit and/or honors credit in the future.  In general, the course provides students with knowledge on theory and theoretical concerns that can be applied across disciplinary interests.  

Students will be expected to achieve the following course objectives/goals:

1. To understand the anthropological/social theory within its historical and cultural context. 

2. To understand the impact anthropological theory has on how ethnography is carried out and presented.

3. To develop analytic skills and critical thinking through interpreting anthropological theory and concepts. 

4. To develop critical writing skills in analyzing various theory literatures through the writing of both weekly reaction papers and a final research paper. 

5. To develop public presentation skills regarding abstract topics.

6. To assess how theory is built upon/evolves within a specific discipline (i.e., what is new/what is recycled) and what the real world application of theory has provided for anthropology. 
Budgetary impact: $0, this course is part of load.  Faculty already in place.  Will not impact: campus instructional resource units – staff, materials or recourses in the TIRC.  Will require classroom space.  Departmental and library resources will be required to purchase instructional materials (e.g., books, films, etc.).  Library has adequate holdings of related to anthropological/sociological theory, although would request the following purchase of books: (see completed bibliography and syllabus below)
Course description: (50 word limit)


This course is a broad survey of anthropological theory.  The goal is to understand anthropology’s specific historical trajectory as it relates to theory and to see how anthropological theory has been put into practice/informed ethnographic writing, both classic and contemporary monographs.

Students will be expected to engage at a high level through critical reading and critical writing assignments.

Course objectives and tentative/proposed course syllabus: 

UW-Whitewater, Spring 2009                                                  Instructor: Michael J. Oldani
Anthropology 390                                                                       email:   oldanim@uww.edu
T, Th or M, W                                                                            phone:   472-1728

Room:  TBA                                                                                office:   Salisbury 339

                                                                                        office hours:   TBA            

Prerequisites:  6 units of anthropology or consultation 

                        With professor

Anthropological Theory: 

History, Critique, and Current Practices

Objectives:

This course will take a broad survey of anthropological theory both past and current. Student learning and classroom discussion will focus on ability to analyze, critique, and to make connections between past and present theory.  Any course on theory presents challenges because of its abstract nature.  However, we will work hard in this course to explore the impact of theory on ethnographic research (i.e., fieldwork) and ethnographic writing, with the goal of seeing both abstract and concrete connections of theory at work.  In particular, we will stress the impact of anthropological theory on the notions of “culture” – a key concept that continues to frame anthropological exploration. 

Grading/Assignments:

Full attendance is required and will be essential for developing a positive collective learning experience.  Students will be assessed in three areas: classroom participation and presentations, reaction papers, and a final research paper.   First, students will be asked to present several times throughout the semester an introduction to weekly readings.  This is strictly meant to be an informal opening to our classroom discussion and will require that a student present three to five “key points” of a particular assigned reading (25% of final grade).  Secondly, students will be required to hand in on a weekly basis a one page, single-spaced, typed “reaction” to readings, discussions, and/or Internet postings.  These papers are meant to help students integrate, critique, and build upon our weekly topics (35% of final grade).  Lastly, a final research paper will be required (roughly ten to fifteen pages) that will allow students to independently explore a theoretical topic in anthropology they deem relevant to their own specific research/career/post-graduate/intellectual interests (45% of final grade).  

Required Books:

Anthropology Theory: An Introductory History; McGee and Warms (2003)

The Sweetness of Power: The Place of Sugar in Modern History; Mintz (1986)

Friction: An Ethnography of Global Connection, A. Ong (2004)

Additional Reading Sources:

Electronic reserves and/or course reader

Weekly Plan:

Week 1:  Introduction to Course
· Discussion of Syllabus

· Reading: “Lost City of Z,” New Yorker Magazine, e-reserves

· Reading: “Strangers in the Forest,” New Yorker Magazine, e-reserves

· A thought question: What does Colonel Fawcett (in 1920) have in common with eco-tourists (in 2004) and vise versa?

Week 2:  Ethnocentric Theory and Unilineal (Cultural) Evolution in the 19th Century

· Readings: Chapters 1, 2, 3, and 4 in Anthropological Theory: Darwin, Spencer, Tylor, and Morgan and early cultural theory

· Note: Please attempt to assess the impact of ‘natural selection’ on early theories of culture, ‘enculturation’, progress, and notions of ‘civilization’.

Week 3: The Boasian Response – A Cultural Relativist Point of View 

· Readings: Chapters

· Reading: “Normal and Abnormal,” Ruth Benedict; e-reserves

· Reading: “Beyond the Taboo: Imagining Incest,” Meigs and Barlow; e-reserves

· Thought questions: How does Benedict’s work embrace the cultural relativists point of view?  How does the anthropological critique of “incest taboos” help us move beyond older ways of thinking about culture? Related to incest, what was Freud’s ‘Victorian trap’?

Week 4:  European and British Influences: Durkheim, Mauss, and the Functionalist 

               School of Anthropology

· Readings: Chapters …. in Anthropological Theory: Durkheim….

· Excerpts from The Gift: The Form of Exchange in Archaic Societies, M. Mauss, Preface (by Mary Douglas), Introduction, Chapter One; e-reserves

· Excerpts from Argonauts, B. Malinowski, e-reserves

· Thought Questions: How is society conceptualized by this group of theorists (i.e., What are some structures/societal practices that help to maintain the order of society?)?

Week 5: Marxist Influences on Anthropological Theory and Practice – Political 

              Economy and World Systems Theory
· Readings: Chapters… In Anthropological Theory: Marx and Engels 

· “The Rise of Anthropological Theory,” M. Harris; e-reserves

· Excerpts form Europe and the People without History, E. Wolf; e-reserves

· Thought Questions: How do Marx and Engels understand the ‘nature’ of society?  How does Marvin Harris conceptualize the history of anthropological theory (i.e. What is the primary factor in addressing cultural change?)?  What are Eric Wolf’s central arguments to world/global history?

Week 6: Political Economy, World Systems Theory, and Colonialism, cont.

· Reading: Excerpts from the Marx Reader – “commodities”;  e-reserves
· Reading: Excerpts from wallerstein
· Reading: Sweetness of Power, Introduction, Chapter 1, 2, 3, and 4
· Thought questions: What has been the role of commodification in driving colonial policy?  What kind of ‘taste’ is driving the sugar enterprise described by Mintz?
Week 7: (Post)colonial Theory, cont. – Orientalism
· Reading: Excerpts from Orientalism, E. Said; e-reserves
· Reading: “Nuclear Bombs and the Other,” H. Guesterson; e-reserves
· Reading: “Iran Plans,” In the New Yorker, S. Hirch; e-reserves
· Reading:  Complete discussion of Sweetness of Power
· Reading: Excerpts from In the Realm of the Diamond Queen, A. Tsing
· Thought questions: How does Orientalism work to ‘other’?  How does Gusterson’s example highlight the powerful binaries at work through Orientialism?  Where and through what concepts has A. Tsing shifted the postcolonial discussion (and critique) of culture?
Week 8: From Sociobiology to Biosociality
· Readings: E. O. Wilson, excerts from 
· Readings: 
· Reading: “Biosociality;” by Rabinow
· Reading: Excerpts from “Biological Citizens,” A. Petrynka; e-reserves
· Thought questions: What is the premise of sociobiology and later incarnations of Darwinian Psychology (or Evolutionary Psychology)?
· How does Rabinow present a more interpretive use of biosociality/sociobiology?
· What does Petrynka show us through ethnography in terms of how our biology can determine one’s destiny and medical care in post-traumatic states?
Week 9:  Theorizing the Body in Anthropology
· Reading: “Theory in Anthropology Since the 60’s,” S. Ortner; e-reserves
· Reading: “Body Techniques,” Mauss; e-reserves
· Reading: Excerpts from Outline of a Theory of Practice (focus on “habitus”), Bourdieu; e-reserves
· “The Mindful Body,” N. Scheper-Hughes and M. Lock; e-reserves 
· Reading: Excerpts from Woman in the Body, E. Maritin; e-reserves
· Thought Questions: What are some of Ortner’s conclusions regarding the direction of anthropological theory post-1960’s?  How do Scheper-Hughes and Lock attempt to bridge the biological and cultural gaps concerning anthropological theory?  How does Martin’s ethnography help us to understand the body within an anthropological context?
Week 10: The Body Cont.: Embodiment as a Paradigm for Anthropology
· Reading: “Embodiment as a Paradigm for Anthropology,” Csordus; e-reserves

· Reading: “If she is a vegetable, We will be her Garden,” C. Rouse; e-reserves

· Thought Questions: How does Csordus attempt to integrate theories on the body in to one paradigm?  Does Rouse’s work allow us to ‘see’ this theory in ethnographic practice and reality?  Does she add to the discourse on embodiment in any specific ways?

Week 11: The Turn to Interpretation and Narrative Theory in Anthropology

· Reading: “Thick Prescriptions,” C. Geertz; e-reserves

· Reading: “Notes on a Balinese Cockfight,” C. Geertz; e-reserves

· Reading: “Common Sense as a Cultural System,” C. Geertz; e-reserves

· Reading: “Social Dramas,” V. Turner; e-reserves

· Reading: “Reading for the Plot,” Brooks, e-reserves

· Reading: Mattingly, etc. al, Excerpts from “Clinical Plots,” e-reserves

· Begin Class presentations of final project

Week 12: Post-Modern Critique and Theory in Anthropology

· Reading: Excerpts from the “Native Anthropologist debate” (Sahlins and Obesekere, with Geertz as Mediator); e-reserves

· Readings: Excerpts from the Andrade – Scheper-Hughes debate in Current Anthropology (Towards a more activist/barefoot anthropology?); e-reserves

· Reading: “Multi-sited Ethnography,” G. Marcus; e-reserves

· Being reading Ong’s Friction (first 3 chapters)
· Though Questions: How multi-sited ethnography impacted anthropological theory?

· Continue final project presentations 

Week 13:  New Directions in Anthropology: Dissociation, Trance, and Mind-Body States 

· Reading: “Beyond the Taboo: Reimagining Incest;” Meiggs and Barlow; e-reserves (revisiting Week 3 reading)

· Reading: “Metakinesis: How God Becomes Real in Contemporary US Christianity”; T. Luhrmann; e-reserves

· Friction, cont.

· Thought Questions:  How is “dissociation” as an anthropological (and psychological) theory being used to explain particular ethnographic realities?  Does dissociation allow for theorizing within and between different cultural domains?  How is old anthropological theory being re-worked into contemporary discussions regarding the nature of human behavior and cultural practice?  What can we learn from Freud in terms of revisiting older works of theory (i.e., “seduction theory” versus Oedipal theory)?

· Final project presentations continued

Week  14: New Directions cont.: Globalization and the Neo-Liberal Critique

· Reading: Excerpts from “The World is Flat,” T. Freidman; e-reserves
· Reading: Excerpts from “Late-Capitalism;” e-reserves
· Reading: “Global Processes and Local Identity Among Mayan Coffee Growers,” Castillo and Nigh; e-reserves

· Reading: Chapters from Global Essemblages 

· Readings: Complete Friction 

· Thought Questions:  How have theories of “globalization” been shown to be true or untrue through ethnographies such as Nigh and Castillo’s?  

· What are some similarities between Ong’s and Mintz’s overall projects?

· What are some “exemplary figures” of (late) Capitalism?

Week 15: Final Discussions

· Completion of Class Presentations

· Final Paper Due

(The UW-Whitewater grading Scale:)

90% - 100%  =   A

80    -   89     =    B

70    -  79      =    C

60    -  69      =    D

        < 60      =    F

Additional Information:

The University of Wisconsin-Whitewater is dedicated to a safe, supportive and non-discriminatory learning environment.  It is the responsibility of all undergraduate and graduate students to familiarize themselves with University policies regarding Special Accommodations, Academic Misconduct, Religious Beliefs Accommodation, Discrimination and Absence for University Sponsored Events (for details please refer to the Schedule of Classes; the “Rights and Responsibilities” section of the Undergraduate Catalog; the Academic Requirements and Policies and the Facilities and Services sections of the Graduate Catalog; and the “Student Academic Disciplinary Procedures (UWS Chapter 14); and the “Student Nonacademic Disciplinary Procedures" (UWS Chapter 17). 

The UW System standard for work required per credit is that students are expected to invest at least 3 hours of combined in-class and out-of-class work per week for each academic unit (credit) of coursework; thus, a 3-credit course will typically require a minimum of 9 hours of work per week (144 hrs./semester).
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