University of Wisconsin-Whitewater

Curriculum Proposal Form #3

New Course

Effective Term:
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Subject Area - Course Number:
English 105 
Cross-listing:
     
(See Note #1 below)

Course Title: (Limited to 65 characters)
Freshman English Honors
25-Character Abbreviation:  
Freshman English Honors 


Sponsor(s):  
Edie Thornton
Department(s):
English
College(s):
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Consultation took place:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes  (list departments and attach consultation sheet)

Departments:  Honors Program


Programs Affected:
Honors Program
Is paperwork complete for those programs? (Use "Form 2" for Catalog & Academic Report updates)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 

will be at future meeting

Prerequisites:
Eligibility for the University Honors Program and an ACT English subscore of at least 18; NOTE--students will be able to receive AP or other test credit for English 101 and102, but they may not enroll in English 101 or 102 for credit  after completing this course.
Grade Basis:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Conventional Letter
 FORMCHECKBOX 

S/NC or Pass/Fail
 

Course will be offered:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Part of Load
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 Above Load 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

On Campus
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Off Campus - Location       

College:
 FORMDROPDOWN 

Dept/Area(s):
English
Instructor:
Various

Note: If the course is dual-listed, instructor must be a member of Grad Faculty.
Check if the Course is to Meet Any of the Following:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Computer Requirement
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Writing Requirement


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Diversity 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  General Education Option:   FORMDROPDOWN 
   

Credit/Contact Hours: (per semester)

Total lab hours:
     
Total lecture hours: 
48
 

Number of credits:
3
Total contact hours:
48 

Can course be taken more than once for credit?  (Repeatability)  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes          If "Yes", answer the following questions:

No of times in major:
     
No of credits in major: 
     
 

No of times in degree:
     
No of credits in degree:
      

Course justification:  This course
 replaces both English 101 and 102 Honors by combining them into a one-semester course that satisfies the Proficiency writing requirement for Honors students.  The one-semester course streamlines the freshman honors process and provides an accelerated and challenging experience for Honors students.  This eliminates current difficulties with placing Honors students in the appropriate course based on their AP exam scores, which arrive in mid-July, too late for proper course assignment at Previews.  Currently, Honors students are advised to enroll in 101H, and if they receive AP credit for 101, they are moved to an English 102 section (frequently non-honors).  All Honors students will be eligible to take this new course while still receiving appropriate AP English credit.  This course will also enable the Honors Program to revive its Honors Block scheduling, a highly effective interdisciplinary strategy for linking Honors courses.  In the past, if a student enrolled in an Honors Block (which includes 101H) and received AP credit for English 101, he/she had to drop the entire block, resulting in a great deal of registration confusion and half-empty block courses.  Honors students will now be able to benefit from the Block experience regardless of AP status.
Relationship to program assessment objectives:  As an accelerated freshman English course, 105 Honors is distinctly different from traditional 101 and 102 courses but shares their fundamental goals of fostering critical thinking, clear and thoughtful analytical writing, and research paper writing.  While still a basic skills course, 105 Honors offers an enriched learning environment that promotes both the University and the Department goals of teaching students to “think critically, creatively and analytically” as well as to examine “the human insights communicated through literature” in greater depth and detail.


Budgetary impact:  As this course replaces two others by combining them, there is no budgetary impact.


Course description:  An accelerated course in the reading and writing of college-level prose that satisfies the Proficiency writing requirement for students in the University Honors program.  Study of the major literary genres, and composition of substantial papers and a library research paper.


Course requisites:  Eligibility for the University Honors program and an ACT English subscore of at least 18; NOTE—students will be able to receive AP or other test credit for English 101 and 102, but they may not enroll in English 101 or 102 for credit after completing this course.

Course objectives and tentative course syllabus:  Like
English 101 and 102, this will be a multi-section course taught by various instructors.  All sections will cover the basic literary genres and include writing instruction and the library research paper, but the choice of individual literary works to be covered will be made by the instructor to best suit the focus of the class.  For example, a section block scheduled with Individual and Society might focus on works dealing with character development and social issues, while a section block scheduled with US Experience in a World Context might emphasize works with broader historical and political themes.  Sample syllabus attached.


From Literary to Visual: Literature in Everyday Life

English 105-Honors








Fall 2003

Professor Thornton








HE 201

Course Description
This course takes as its fundamental assumption that poetry, drama, and fiction are not rarified artifacts appropriate only for a university classroom, but rather that they are constantly taken up and repackaged for mass audiences in American culture through different media such as film. An examination of several literary works and their translation into film will provide us with many questions to ask: what sound interpretations can we make of the original literary work through close reading, biographical study of authors and their time periods, and restrictions of the given genre?  Then, we will view the film version of the work and ask another set of questions: how did the writer/director interpret the literary work in a visual medium?  What changes were made, what additions, what deletions?  What strategies did the writer/director use to bring the literary work into dialogue of everyday life?  Who was the target audience? What happens to literature when it becomes film?  How do race, ethnicity, and gender shape how a literary text is reshaped into a film?  Throughout, we will be examining two necessary issues: What does it mean to be a critical reader?  How does one become a critical viewer? 

Because this is an accelerated, honors class, we will be reading some criticism and commentary about the film adaptations and about film viewing itself.   With these materials to guide us, we will compose a research paper that asks you to read a work of literature on your own, view the movie adaptation, and devise a discussion of the questions asked above to your chosen text.  We will work up to this longer project through two short analytical essays that will focus on specific aspects of the adaptation process. Our goals and objectives will be: to realize and identify how often and in what forms "literature" appears in our daily lives in the form of popular, mass- marketed films; to be able to write coherently and persuasively about the strategies used; and to compose a research paper that demonstrates how you can perform this type of analysis on your own (with my guidance).

Reading/Viewing Requirements

Works in Print:

English 105 Honors Reading Poetry Packet, available at the bookstore. 

Romeo and Juliet, in The Bedford Anthology of Drama. Available at textbook rental. 

The Virgin Suicides, by Jeffrey Eugenides. New York: Warner, 2000.

The Color Purple, by Alice Walker. New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1992. 

Films: 

Poetic Justice. John Singleton, Director. Columbia Pictures, 1993. 

Shakespeare in Love. John Madden, Director. Mirimax Films, 1998. 

The Virgin Suicides. Sofia Coppola, Director. American Zoetrope, 2001. 

The Color Purple. Steven Spielberg, Director. Warner Home Video, 1985.

*One of these films will be shown outside of class. Attendance is required. 

Course Requirements

Students will be graded on the following criteria: 

· regular attendance, homework, and participation 30% 


· two 3-4 page papers 20%

· one research paper 40% 

· final exam 10% 

Course Calendar

Week One:
Introduction to key terms. 


Reading: poems in English 105 Honors Reading Packet 

Week Two: 
Poems, con't 

Week Three: 
Viewing: Poetic Justice 

Week Four:
 Analysis: Poetry into Film. First paper assigned. 

Week Five: 
Reading: Romeo and Juliet. First paper due. 

Week Six: 
Viewing: Shakespeare in Love 

Week Seven: 
Analysis. Combining poetry, drama, and film.  Second paper assigned. 

Week Eight: 
Reading: The Virgin Suicides. Viewing at alternate time: The Virgin Suicides 

Week Nine: 
Analysis: Contemporary storytelling and film adaptation. Second paper due. 

Week Ten: 
Introduction to the Research Paper. Library Tour, 

Week Eleven: 
Conferences about Research Paper Topics and Strategy 

Week Twelve: 
Reading: The Color Purple 

Week Thirteen:
Reading: The Color Purple 

Week Fourteen:
Viewing: The Color Purple 

Week Fifteen: 
Analysis: Race, Ethnicity, and Adaptation. 


Research Papers Due. 

Final Exam - terms and concepts learned throughout semester. 
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