UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-WHITEWATER

CURRICULUM PROPOSAL FORM #2

CHANGE IN A DEGREE, MAJOR, OR SUBMAJOR
Check Exactly One:

	Change in:
	____
	Degree
	____
	Major
	__X_
	Submajor

	Deletion of:
	
	
	____
	Major
	____
	Submajor


Total Number of Credits in Program:

(if "change in" is checked - even if credits remain the same)

	_24___
	Before Change
	
	_24_
	After Change


Program Title:  

Computer Science Minor
Sponsor(s):  

Jonathan Kane  & Dieudonne D. Phanord
Department(s):

Mathematical and Computer Sciences
College(s):

Letters & Sciences
Other Programs Affected: 
MCS 
Effective Term:

FALL 2002 
Submit the following:

Exact description of request 

1. Relationship to mission and strategic plan of institution, and/or College/Department goals and objectives 

2. Rationale
3. Cost implications 

Exact description of request 

Change the requirements for a minor in Computer Science 

FROM:

1. 
COMPSCI 171, COMPSCI 271, AND COMPSCI 412

2. 
MCS 220 OR MANGEMNT 376

3. 
COMPSCI 372 OR MCS 231

4. 
SELECT 9 UNITS FROM COURSES: ANY MANAGEMENT COMPUTER SYSTEMS COURSE, ANY COMPUTER SCIENCE COURSE NUMBERED COMPSCI 350 OR ABOVE, COMPSCI 302, COMPSCI 307 OR MATH 280.  A STUDENT MAY NOT COUNT BOTH COMPSCI 372 AND MCS 231 TOWARD THE MINOR.

TO:

1.
COMPSCI 172 AND COMPSCI 271

2.
ONE OF COMPSCI 372, MCS 231, COMPSCI 443, OR COMPSCI 445

3.   
ONE OF COMPSCI 322, COMPSCI 412, OR COMPSCI 424

4.  
ONE OF COMPSCI 433, COMPSCI 434, COMPSCI 471, OR MCS 210

5.
ONE OF COMPSCI 302 OR COMPSCI 475

6. 
TO COMPLETE A TOTAL OF 24 CREDITS, SELECT ADDITIONAL COURSES FROM:


COMPSCI 302, 307, 322, 381, 382, 412, 424, 433, 434, 443, 445, 471, 475, 481, 482 MATH 280, MCS 210, 220, 232, 325, 425
7.
A MINIMUM OF SIX COURSES IN COMPUTER SCIENCE ARE REQUIRED FOR THIS MINOR

Relationship to mission and strategic plan of institution, and/or College/Department goals and objectives 

The Computer Science minor was designed over 20 years ago and has undergone only slight adjustment in the years since then.  Recently, the Department of Mathematical and Computer Sciences has implemented three new computer related programs including the Web Development and Administration minor, the Computer Track in the Mathematics major, and the Applied Mathematics and Computer Science Broadfield major.  For these new programs, the department is developing several new courses.  The revisions in the Computer Science minor will take advantage of these new course offerings.  It will also give the minor a wider appeal since the old minor requirements were not flexible enough to accommodate even Management Computer Systems majors who would benefit from taking a Computer Science minor.  These changes will, therefore, increase the appeal, the applicability, and the effectiveness of the minor.

Rationale
The Computer Science minor program has not been changed significantly in many years.  The Department of Mathematical and Computer Sciences has recently added several new courses to its Computer Science offerings.  The new minor requirements take advantage of these new offerings and give students from other programs the ability to complete a Computer Science minor.  In particular, it has always been impossible for a Management Computer Systems (MCS) major to complete a Computer Science minor because the MCS and Computer Science programs had too many courses in common.  With these changes, it will be possible for MCS majors to complete a Computer Science minor.  Care has also been taken to ensure that students taking a Web Development and Administration minor can also complete a Computer Science minor.

The new minor requires a base of programming courses (requirements 1 & 2), experience with systems programming (requirement 3), experience with computer theory (requirement 4), and experience with computer hardware (requirement 5). 

Cost implications 

The changes in the Computer Science minor will require no new courses to be offered.  (One new course proposal will accompany the minor change, but the department had already planned this new offering.)  In fact, the new minor program will make better use of the courses now being offered and may have a net effect of lowering costs.  
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