Student Survey
Term: Spring 2009
Academic Plan: PHYSICLSCI
Responses: 7 out of 8 (87.5%)
Surveys filled out: 7


	Question
	Statistics

	Understanding of and appreciation of the basic knowledge in your major. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	5.286

	Understanding of and appreciation of the basic knowledge in your major. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	6.571

	Ability to read and understand the current professional literature in your discipline. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	4.714

	Ability to read and understand the current professional literature in your discipline. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	5.429

	Ability to integrate and transfer knowledge from relevant majors. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	5.429

	Ability to integrate and transfer knowledge from relevant majors. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	6.000

	Appreciation of the effects of international, multicultural and ethnic factors on your major. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	5.000

	Appreciation of the effects of international, multicultural and ethnic factors on your major. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	4.429

	Development of a commitment to your major. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	5.667

	Development of a commitment to your major. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	6.143

	Ability to enthusiastically enjoy your major. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	5.143

	Ability to enthusiastically enjoy your major. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	6.429

	Ability to formulate and implement problem solving strategies and techniques consistent with the changing needs of your discipline. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	5.143

	Ability to formulate and implement problem solving strategies and techniques consistent with the changing needs of your discipline. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	6.143

	Ability to make sound decisions by assessing situations, prioritizing and applying critical reasoning to complex information. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	5.000

	Ability to make sound decisions by assessing situations, prioritizing and applying critical reasoning to complex information. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	6.000

	Ability to research problems by formulating hypotheses, collecting and analyzing information, and drawing appropriate inferences. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	5.571

	Ability to research problems by formulating hypotheses, collecting and analyzing information, and drawing appropriate inferences. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	6.429

	Ability to be creative. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	4.286

	Ability to be creative. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	4.571

	Ability to appraise the ethical consequences of decisions. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	5.000

	Ability to appraise the ethical consequences of decisions. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	5.857

	Skills to pursue lifelong learning, professional growth and career progress. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	5.333

	Skills to pursue lifelong learning, professional growth and career progress. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	6.286

	Development of leadership attributes to motivate others and organize effectively. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	5.286

	Development of leadership attributes to motivate others and organize effectively. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	6.000

	Ability to take the initiative and responsibility in unstructured and ambiguous environments. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	5.143

	Ability to take the initiative and responsibility in unstructured and ambiguous environments. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	5.571

	Ability to interact with peers in group settings. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	5.286

	Ability to interact with peers in group settings. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	5.429

	Oral skills necessary to deliver clear, concise and persuasive reports. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	4.286

	Oral skills necessary to deliver clear, concise and persuasive reports. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	5.000

	Writing skills necessary to prepare clear, concise and persuasive reports. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	5.714

	Writing skills necessary to prepare clear, concise and persuasive reports. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	5.429

	Ability to use computer technology and apply quantitative methods of analysis. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	5.714

	Ability to use computer technology and apply quantitative methods of analysis. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	5.571

	I developed a supportive relationship with my academic advisor.
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	4.000

	My advising interactions helped me make better decisions about my academic goals.
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	3.714

	Overall, I am satisfied with the advising I received at UW Whitewater.
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	4.000




	Question
	Response

	What is most likely to be your principal activity upon graduation?
	employment, full-time paid
	1 (14.3%)

	
	employment, part-time paid
	0 (0.0%)

	
	graduate or professional school, full-time
	6 (85.7%)

	
	graduate or professional school, part-time
	0 (0.0%)

	
	additional undergraduate corusework
	0 (0.0%)

	
	military service
	0 (0.0%)

	
	volunteer activity (e.g., Peace Corps)
	0 (0.0%)

	
	starting or raising a family
	0 (0.0%)

	
	other (please specify up to 25 words)
	0 (0.0%)




	Aspect you like most

	New Facilities of Upham Hall

	Relationships I had with several faculty on campus that contributed to my success

	Free printing in computer labs

	overlapping of concepts in a variety of classes to reinforce learning of those concepts

	most professors are enthusiastic about the subject they are teaching

	small class size

	Smaller class sizes

	Lower cost than a bigger school

	Undergraduate research opportunities

	working with other students

	I that the location was close to home but far enough to "get away."

	I liked that the Young Auditorium was available for entertainment and was relatively affordable for students.  I also liked the World of the Arts class.

	I liked the range of courses offered throughout the college that I was able to take.

	diversity

	flexibility

	class size

	small class sizes

	safe campus

	size of campus




	Thing you would like to see improved

	Laziness of professors using Powerpoint lectures.

	The requirement of MOST general education classes is not necessary.  It seems like a business move by the school by requiring 15 extra credits - keeps students an extra semester - Money that we don't have.

	The UW-W athletes "superiority" in the Williams Center during extremely busy hours.  Not fair that they can move us off certain machines.

	nothing

	nothing

	nothing

	Better relationship with the community

	More worthwhile General Education classes

	Better food

	instructors need to be better teachers. understand and answer questions not BS and keep going.

	instructors need to be more organized

	instructor need to be flexilble in how they present material.

	I would like to the see the advising situation improved.  I had a horrible first year because my first year advisors did not know anything about my chosen major and therefore told me to take classes that were either worthless towards the major or they were actually unrequisites towards classes I needed for my major.  There was a semester where I didn't even have an assigned advisor and I had to take the responsibility to find someone who was willing to release my advising hold.  The only person, out of the many I contacted, that was willing was only somewhat knowledgable about my major.  Even once I recieved an advisor for my major, they still did not know much about the special characteristics I needed to complete, such as the no S/NC courses for majors or minors.  I especially had a hard time with my Biology major advisor, who I recieved her first year of teaching and since I was a double major, had no idea what to do.  In general, I think professors who are going to advise students should take a class on the specific requirements UW-Whitewater has, and then they should also be prepared for their respective advisees and if they cannot help, send them to someone who does.

	The New Student Orientation that I had to take was a joke.  I think the professors for this class need to be looked over a little more before being chosen.  The professor I receieved literally told me to drop out of college because I wasn't going to make it past my first year, which was highly encouraging.

	The financial aid office needs to be improved.  I paid for college through the use of scholarships and loans, and every semester I had problems.  I had problems with the students not knowing what they were talking about and the distribution of loans/scholarships in an appropriate time period.  The availability of scholarships was also a problem.  I had a scholarship that was supposed to be for four years, and after my first year, it was taken away due to "funding issues" and "bad grades," which I received all As except for one B.  The scholarships offered through some majors were so minimal that the amount of work involved in applying made it worthless, such as one of the biology scholarships required letters of recommendation and a 500 word essay, all for $200.  Another problem associated with this is that almost all of the jobs on campus are work study, so if you do not have a car and you do not have work study, you cannot get a job unless you're lucky.

	parking

	more medically based classes

	class times

	off campus housing

	having pre professional programs




	What was the major factor that contributed to your decision to major in geography?

	The main factor that contributed to my decision to major in geography was that I loved my high school geology class and decided after I needed extra classes to fill the holes in my other major, that I could pick up geollgy as my second major.  I also enjoy being outside and learning about the environment.  I also wanted to learn about the GIS opportunites the major offered.




	Did you tend to seek academic advice from several different faculty members or did you rely primarily on one particular faculty member for advice?

	I sought academic advise from a couple of different faculty members.




	In light of friends you know with other majors and your knowledge of other programs, what are the main strengths of the program?

	The main strengths of the program are the professors and their knowledge about their respective subjects.  The scholarships available through the program were also a great strength; for they allowed students such as myself to focus on academics and academic-related projects.  Another strength was that almost all the required classes were offered every semester while other majors did not offer this luxury.




	In light of friends you know with other majors and your knowledge of other programs, what are the main weaknesses of the geography program?

	Some weaknesses associates with the geography program were the amount of professors in the geology subject (two) and certain personalities of one of these professors.  Another weakness would be its recognizability in the university setting.  Other majors have professors that are well known for their publications while the geography program is not known for this reason.




	Question
	Response

	Are you taking or did you take a geography internship?
	Yes
	1 (100.0%)

	
	No
	0 (0.0%)




	What geography course was the most enjoyable?

	Cartography




	What geography course was the most useful?

	Environmental and Natural Resource GIS




	What geography course was the easiest?

	Environnmental Geology




	What geography course was the most difficult?

	GIS




	Question
	Response

	What track in the major did you complete?
	INTERNATIONAL - REGIONAL
	0 (0.0%)

	
	TECHNIQUES
	0 (0.0%)

	
	GENERAL
	0 (0.0%)

	
	URBAN-SUBURBAN
	0 (0.0%)

	
	PHYSICAL-ENVIRONMENTAL
	0 (0.0%)






	Question
	Response

	Are the tracks in the major a good idea?
	Yes
	1 (100.0%)

	
	No
	0 (0.0%)




	List or discuss the major strengths or weaknesses of the tracks, especially the one you pursued.

	I think having all of the choices available to students is a great idea.  Geography is a huge subject, and the strength of having the tracks is that students can specialize in their chosen topic and not have to take completely unnecessary classes unless they choose to do so on their own.  With all of the different tracks, there are more classes offered, and since there are not so many prerequisities, it allows students to take the classes they want to for fun without worrying whether they have the ability to take the class.




	Question
	Statistics

	The department was concerned about my personal growth and academic progress.
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	5.000

	The department was sensitive to gender issues.
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	4.000

	The department provided a supportive environment for learning.
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	5.000

	The department's faculty are dedicated teachers.
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	5.000

	The department's faculty were readily available to students outside the classroom.
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	5.000

	The department provided a range of student oriented activities outside the classroom for majors.
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	4.000

	The department informed majors of graduate school opportunities.
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	3.000

	The department provides useful information to majors seeking employment after graduation.
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	4.000

	I would urge friends of mine to consider a geography major at UW-Whitewater.
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	4.000

	I would like to maintain some contact with the department in the years to come.  (if your answer is 1 or 2, please keep your current address updated through UW-Whitewater ALUMNI CENTER, 262-472-1105)
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	4.000



