Student Survey
Term: Spring 2009
Academic Plan: GEOGRPHY
Responses: 5 out of 7 (71.4%)
Surveys filled out: 5


	Question
	Statistics

	Understanding of and appreciation of the basic knowledge in your major. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	6.200

	Understanding of and appreciation of the basic knowledge in your major. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	6.400

	Ability to read and understand the current professional literature in your discipline. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	6.200

	Ability to read and understand the current professional literature in your discipline. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	5.000

	Ability to integrate and transfer knowledge from relevant majors. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	5.800

	Ability to integrate and transfer knowledge from relevant majors. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	6.200

	Appreciation of the effects of international, multicultural and ethnic factors on your major. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	5.600

	Appreciation of the effects of international, multicultural and ethnic factors on your major. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	5.800

	Development of a commitment to your major. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	6.000

	Development of a commitment to your major. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	6.000

	Ability to enthusiastically enjoy your major. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	5.600

	Ability to enthusiastically enjoy your major. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	6.600

	Ability to formulate and implement problem solving strategies and techniques consistent with the changing needs of your discipline. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	5.800

	Ability to formulate and implement problem solving strategies and techniques consistent with the changing needs of your discipline. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	6.000

	Ability to make sound decisions by assessing situations, prioritizing and applying critical reasoning to complex information. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	6.000

	Ability to make sound decisions by assessing situations, prioritizing and applying critical reasoning to complex information. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	6.600

	Ability to research problems by formulating hypotheses, collecting and analyzing information, and drawing appropriate inferences. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	6.000

	Ability to research problems by formulating hypotheses, collecting and analyzing information, and drawing appropriate inferences. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	5.600

	Ability to be creative. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	5.600

	Ability to be creative. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	6.200

	Ability to appraise the ethical consequences of decisions. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	6.200

	Ability to appraise the ethical consequences of decisions. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	6.200

	Skills to pursue lifelong learning, professional growth and career progress. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	5.600

	Skills to pursue lifelong learning, professional growth and career progress. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	6.200

	Development of leadership attributes to motivate others and organize effectively. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	5.600

	Development of leadership attributes to motivate others and organize effectively. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	5.600

	Ability to take the initiative and responsibility in unstructured and ambiguous environments. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	5.200

	Ability to take the initiative and responsibility in unstructured and ambiguous environments. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	5.800

	Ability to interact with peers in group settings. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	5.800

	Ability to interact with peers in group settings. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	6.600

	Oral skills necessary to deliver clear, concise and persuasive reports. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	5.600

	Oral skills necessary to deliver clear, concise and persuasive reports. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	6.200

	Writing skills necessary to prepare clear, concise and persuasive reports. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	6.000

	Writing skills necessary to prepare clear, concise and persuasive reports. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	7.000

	Ability to use computer technology and apply quantitative methods of analysis. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	5.400

	Ability to use computer technology and apply quantitative methods of analysis. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	5.800

	I developed a supportive relationship with my academic advisor.
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	4.000

	My advising interactions helped me make better decisions about my academic goals.
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	4.400

	Overall, I am satisfied with the advising I received at UW Whitewater.
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	4.000




	What was the major factor that contributed to your decision to major in geography?

	I minored in Geography because I wanted to broaden my experience for getting a teaching job.

	i didnt, its my minor

	were all major factors in my decision to minor in Geography. Especially Dr. Kleinfeld - she's probably the best teacher I had at UW-Whitewater.

	Actually I'm a minor, but my decision was based on the enjoyment got out of the classes that I had taken.

	The Fischer Scholarship's benefits really attributed to my completing a minor in geography.  Also my love for physical geography and overall the good professors on hand in the department.  There were a few whom I was not pleased with however and the department should look into this matter.




	Did you tend to seek academic advice from several different faculty members or did you rely primarily on one particular faculty member for advice?

	I sought out a variety.

	several members

	Yes, always.

	I received most of the my advice 

	I was not given any academic advice from any of the members and relied primarily on my advisor in the other departments.  Also the checklist of completed and AR report helped but I was never assigned an advisor in the geography department......a flaw that should be looked over for all majors and minors




	In light of friends you know with other majors and your knowledge of other programs, what are the main strengths of the program?

	I think that the group of instructors and students in this department share a very strong bond.

	staff

	It's the only program designed to specifically target spatial patterns and analyze map data properly.

	The Professors are very hands on, and they really want you to succeed within the major.

	I would say the main strength is the cohesiveness of the department and constant and persistent attitude of getting the students involved.  The department did a fantastic job with emails and signs throughout the buildings.




	In light of friends you know with other majors and your knowledge of other programs, what are the main weaknesses of the geography program?

	None really

	boring or useless classes

	Not aware of any weaknesses in comparison.

	?

	A few of the professors think they know a bit too much about their profession and are not willing to stick to the subject they are teaching and refuse to keep an open mind to student criticism.  This is a huge downfall of the department and something that should be considered greatly.  However with that being said, the first hand involvement I had with people were outstanding and I applaud their appreciation to help student's along the college journey!




	Question
	Response

	Are you taking or did you take a geography internship?
	Yes
	0 (0.0%)

	
	No
	5 (100.0%)




	If your answer is no, why not?

	Its my minor.

	its my minor not mymajor

	Have not looked for one.

	I'm just a minor

	Didn't interest me.




	What geography course was the most enjoyable?

	Geography of Wisconsin

	geography of us and canada

	Globalization and the City or Geography of Asia

	Geography of South and Southeast Asia

	Meterology and Climatology 




	What geography course was the most useful?

	Human Geography

	mapping and gis

	Human Geography

	Physical/intro to mapping

	Meteorology and Climatology 




	What geography course was the easiest?

	Historical Geography

	geography of wisconsin

	Introduction to Mapping

	Geography of Wisconsin

	Geography of Wisconsin




	What geography course was the most difficult?

	Intro to Mapping

	geopgrahy lab

	Physical Geography or Water Resources

	Geography of South and Southeast Asia

	Physical Geography




	Question
	Response

	What track in the major did you complete?
	INTERNATIONAL - REGIONAL
	0 (0.0%)

	
	TECHNIQUES
	0 (0.0%)

	
	GENERAL
	4 (100.0%)

	
	URBAN-SUBURBAN
	0 (0.0%)

	
	PHYSICAL-ENVIRONMENTAL
	0 (0.0%)






	Question
	Response

	Are the tracks in the major a good idea?
	Yes
	4 (80.0%)

	
	No
	1 (20.0%)




	List or discuss the major strengths or weaknesses of the tracks, especially the one you pursued.

	I was a History Major...

	i do not know these tracks you speak of.

	Tracks allow for specific emphasis on what a student really desires from their program. It also allows for ease of transition and the ability to know exactly what one needs to do and what classes one needs to take in order to fulfill their track.

	I enjoyed the wide range of courses of my track.  It gave me alittle bit of everything.  If I came back to make my minor into a major, I would like to focus more on urban planning/mapping.  I'm really interested in historical preservation.

	none




	Question
	Statistics

	Understand how pupils with broad ranges of ability learn. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	6.000

	Understand how pupils with broad ranges of ability learn. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	7.000

	Ability to provide instruction that supports pupils' intellectual, social, and personal development. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	5.000

	Ability to provide instruction that supports pupils' intellectual, social, and personal development. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	6.500

	Ability to understand and use formal and informal assessment strategies to evaluate and ensure the continuous intellectual, social, and physical development of the pupil. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	5.000

	Ability to understand and use formal and informal assessment strategies to evaluate and ensure the continuous intellectual, social, and physical development of the pupil. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	6.500

	Ability to keep balanced in life by participation in a Health and Fitness (Wellness) Plan. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	5.000

	Ability to keep balanced in life by participation in a Health and Fitness (Wellness) Plan. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	5.500

	The department was concerned about my personal growth and academic progress.
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	4.200

	The department was sensitive to gender issues.
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	4.000

	The department provided a supportive environment for learning.
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	4.400

	The department's faculty are dedicated teachers.
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	4.400

	The department's faculty were readily available to students outside the classroom.
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	4.600

	The department provided a range of student oriented activities outside the classroom for majors.
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	3.600

	The department informed majors of graduate school opportunities.
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	3.000

	The department provides useful information to majors seeking employment after graduation.
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	3.400

	I would urge friends of mine to consider a geography major at UW-Whitewater.
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	4.600

	I would like to maintain some contact with the department in the years to come.  (if your answer is 1 or 2, please keep your current address updated through UW-Whitewater ALUMNI CENTER, 262-472-1105)
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	4.800




	Please offer any other comments or suggestions to improve the geography program.

	Geography is one of the biggest and most important fields. I recommend expanding the department and making it one of the most important features at UW-Whitewater in the future.




	Question
	Response

	What is most likely to be your principal activity upon graduation?
	employment, full-time paid
	3 (60.0%)

	
	employment, part-time paid
	2 (40.0%)

	
	graduate or professional school, full-time
	0 (0.0%)

	
	graduate or professional school, part-time
	0 (0.0%)

	
	additional undergraduate corusework
	0 (0.0%)

	
	military service
	0 (0.0%)

	
	volunteer activity (e.g., Peace Corps)
	0 (0.0%)

	
	starting or raising a family
	0 (0.0%)

	
	other (please specify up to 25 words)
	0 (0.0%)




	Aspect you like most

	Getting to know a variety of people

	being a Lead Peer Mentor

	Gaining leadership skills

	smaller class sizes

	no teaching assistants

	smallish campus size

	The professors

	Gen Ed courses

	Access to computers/printers

	knowing the professors

	small class sizes

	The separation of classroom and recreation.  It was very nice to have the division of academics and free time separated by Starin Road, once you crossed the road, you knew it was time to buckle down.




	Thing you would like to see improved

	no more construction

	cheaper food

	a way to punnish poor instructors, or a way to actually hold them more accountable after tenure

	taking less useless classes

	more parking

	stop opening new buildings when i am graudating

	Professors not showing R-rated movies as part of the cirriculum expecting that every student automatically is comfortable with such material and not checking with their students first.

	Christian sensitivity training for professors who purposely attack and disparage my faith.

	That Leadership Development and the Student Organization process wouldn't allow marienetting/puppeteering of religious student orgs by non-students on campus, such as Campus Crusade for Christ, Navigators, and Intervarsity. These orgs are super-funded nationally and use non-students to lead the orgs on campus while they use students as stepping stone puppets to get access to the campus and the campus facilities for free. Student Orgs should be student-led only.

	being able to pick your own topic for the big paper for English 483

	Having Literature Professors not teach the same text in different classes.  I had to read Booker T. Washington and Dubois in 3 different classes taught by 3 different Professors.

	The improvements that I've seen over the course of five years I really can't add anything to it.

I would like to see graduates informed on the completion of the new buildings and maybe be invited to see the completion in person.




Student Survey
Term: Spring 2009
Academic Plan: LSBSGEOG
Responses: 9 out of 10 (90.0%)
Surveys filled out: 9


	Question
	Statistics

	Understanding of and appreciation of the basic knowledge in your major. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	5.778

	Understanding of and appreciation of the basic knowledge in your major. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	6.778

	Ability to read and understand the current professional literature in your discipline. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	5.444

	Ability to read and understand the current professional literature in your discipline. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	5.556

	Ability to integrate and transfer knowledge from relevant majors. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	5.111

	Ability to integrate and transfer knowledge from relevant majors. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	5.333

	Appreciation of the effects of international, multicultural and ethnic factors on your major. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	5.333

	Appreciation of the effects of international, multicultural and ethnic factors on your major. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	4.889

	Development of a commitment to your major. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	5.778

	Development of a commitment to your major. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	5.889

	Ability to enthusiastically enjoy your major. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	6.444

	Ability to enthusiastically enjoy your major. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	6.333

	Ability to formulate and implement problem solving strategies and techniques consistent with the changing needs of your discipline. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	6.000

	Ability to formulate and implement problem solving strategies and techniques consistent with the changing needs of your discipline. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	6.222

	Ability to make sound decisions by assessing situations, prioritizing and applying critical reasoning to complex information. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	6.222

	Ability to make sound decisions by assessing situations, prioritizing and applying critical reasoning to complex information. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	6.222

	Ability to research problems by formulating hypotheses, collecting and analyzing information, and drawing appropriate inferences. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	5.556

	Ability to research problems by formulating hypotheses, collecting and analyzing information, and drawing appropriate inferences. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	5.889

	Ability to be creative. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	6.333

	Ability to be creative. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	6.444

	Ability to appraise the ethical consequences of decisions. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	5.667

	Ability to appraise the ethical consequences of decisions. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	5.444

	Skills to pursue lifelong learning, professional growth and career progress. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	6.000

	Skills to pursue lifelong learning, professional growth and career progress. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	6.222

	Development of leadership attributes to motivate others and organize effectively. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	5.778

	Development of leadership attributes to motivate others and organize effectively. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	6.000

	Ability to take the initiative and responsibility in unstructured and ambiguous environments. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	5.444

	Ability to take the initiative and responsibility in unstructured and ambiguous environments. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	6.111

	Ability to interact with peers in group settings. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	6.333

	Ability to interact with peers in group settings. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	6.778

	Oral skills necessary to deliver clear, concise and persuasive reports. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	6.000

	Oral skills necessary to deliver clear, concise and persuasive reports. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	6.556

	Writing skills necessary to prepare clear, concise and persuasive reports. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	6.000

	Writing skills necessary to prepare clear, concise and persuasive reports. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	6.333

	Ability to use computer technology and apply quantitative methods of analysis. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	6.222

	Ability to use computer technology and apply quantitative methods of analysis. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	6.667

	I developed a supportive relationship with my academic advisor.
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	3.778

	My advising interactions helped me make better decisions about my academic goals.
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	3.444

	Overall, I am satisfied with the advising I received at UW Whitewater.
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	3.444




	What was the major factor that contributed to your decision to major in geography?

	Geography interest from Global Perspectives course.

	I love science

	Interesting classes.

	My personal interest in the subject throughout my life.

	Taking 210

	The range of job opportunities and the interest in the field.

	Professors

	GIS was a main factor in my decision to major in 
geography

	Realizing how the field is growing and knowing that GIS is the future and you can do many things with a GEO major




	Did you tend to seek academic advice from several different faculty members or did you rely primarily on one particular faculty member for advice?

	Mainly one person.

	I relied on my professor that was teaching that particular class as well as many of the students that I have come to know and like

	Serveral different members.

	From several faculty.

	Primarily one

	There was a range of faculty members that have given me sound advice.

	several different members

	i talked to many members thoughout the department in making a lot of my decisions thoughout the course of my eduacation

	Several DIfferent




	In light of friends you know with other majors and your knowledge of other programs, what are the main strengths of the program?

	Friendly professors and faculty.

	I was in another major and I felt like just a number...someone who just got pushed along through the program.  In the geography department, teachers actually knew my name and were welcoming of questions

	Outstanding  faculty and staff. Courses built upon one another, taught transferable skills, professors encouraged involvement in department activities, and they instilled a sense of comradery between classmates.

	The ability to get help from Geography Professors

	The Geography Department is by far the closest and most personal of the majors offered at Whitewater.  The professors are always there for the students and interact much more with the students.  They are fun to be around.

	the material and interaction with professors

	the labs that have the GIS software is probably the most important aspect of the geography program

	That you get close to many people including the instructors who are very smart about the major and have great pride in what they know




	In light of friends you know with other majors and your knowledge of other programs, what are the main weaknesses of the geography program?

	like to see more of the professors at the gatherings that we had...

	There are none, blasphemer!

	None

	There is no graduate program offered here at Whitewater for Geography.

	none

	the classes and information covered for a lot of GIS tools can become obsolete and might not prepare students fully to what they might encounter in real job environments

	Not enough water classes or GIS classes




	Question
	Response

	Are you taking or did you take a geography internship?
	Yes
	3 (33.3%)

	
	No
	6 (66.7%)




	If your answer is no, why not?

	didn't aquire any

	I never really looked into one and I've always had a job while attending Whitewater that satisfied my needs.

	was only in the major for the last two years and was busy already my junior year summer

	didn't have enough time to fit one in between my class schedules and other part time job

	Didn't have time




	What geography course was the most enjoyable?

	Urban Geog.

	470

	Urban Geography

	Physical Geography

	Remote Sensing

	Geography of Wisconsin

	geo of US and Canada

	historical geography

	GIS




	What geography course was the most useful?

	REmote Sensing of the Environment

	470

	Urban & Land Use Planning

	Water Resources

	Soil Science

	Cartography/GIS

	applied GIS 470

	all GIS courses that give GIS certificate

	GIS




	What geography course was the easiest?

	Intro. to Mapping

	370

	Geography 100

	Intro to Geography

	Travel Study to Chicago

	Geography of Wisconsin

	geo of wisconsin

	intro to geography

	geo 100




	What geography course was the most difficult?

	Forest Geography

	470

	Remote Sensing

	Soil Science

	Applied GIS in Physical Geography

	Applied GIS

	geo of East Asia

	climate and meteorology

	Geo of Europe




	Question
	Response

	What track in the major did you complete?
	INTERNATIONAL - REGIONAL
	0 (0.0%)

	
	TECHNIQUES
	0 (0.0%)

	
	GENERAL
	6 (66.7%)

	
	URBAN-SUBURBAN
	1 (11.1%)

	
	PHYSICAL-ENVIRONMENTAL
	2 (22.2%)






	Question
	Response

	Are the tracks in the major a good idea?
	Yes
	9 (100.0%)

	
	No
	0 (0.0%)




	List or discuss the major strengths or weaknesses of the tracks, especially the one you pursued.

	It allows you to specialize, to not be lumped into something that you aren't exactly interested in.

	Great program. All course work for the degree is relevant to my future employment.

	A weakness is you can not typically be a physical track with an environmental emphises

	I have learned so much through Intro to Mapping and Applied GIS that has pursued me to possibly explore a job/career in GIS.  Basically, all the courses have taught me something new and have given me basic knowledge of the many geography aspects.

	I didn't get the oppurtunity to explore the tracks since I jumped in late into the major

	the strength of a general geography track is that it helps keep someones options open for many types of different jobs.  a weakness is that you dont specialize in any one thing

	Depends on what you want to do with your future jobs.




	Question
	Statistics

	The department was concerned about my personal growth and academic progress.
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	4.333

	The department was sensitive to gender issues.
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	4.556

	The department provided a supportive environment for learning.
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	5.000

	The department's faculty are dedicated teachers.
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	4.889

	The department's faculty were readily available to students outside the classroom.
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	4.778

	The department provided a range of student oriented activities outside the classroom for majors.
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	4.889

	The department informed majors of graduate school opportunities.
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	4.111

	The department provides useful information to majors seeking employment after graduation.
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	4.778

	I would urge friends of mine to consider a geography major at UW-Whitewater.
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	4.778

	I would like to maintain some contact with the department in the years to come.  (if your answer is 1 or 2, please keep your current address updated through UW-Whitewater ALUMNI CENTER, 262-472-1105)
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	4.333




	Please offer any other comments or suggestions to improve the geography program.

	I loved my professors in the geography/geology departments...they were all very friendly, helpful, and exceptionally knowledgeful

	none




	Question
	Response

	What is most likely to be your principal activity upon graduation?
	employment, full-time paid
	7 (77.8%)

	
	employment, part-time paid
	0 (0.0%)

	
	graduate or professional school, full-time
	0 (0.0%)

	
	graduate or professional school, part-time
	0 (0.0%)

	
	additional undergraduate corusework
	0 (0.0%)

	
	military service
	0 (0.0%)

	
	volunteer activity (e.g., Peace Corps)
	0 (0.0%)

	
	starting or raising a family
	0 (0.0%)

	
	other (please specify up to 25 words)
	2 (22.2%)




	Explanation of "Other"

	unpaid internship

	internship, then emloyment, then grad school




	Aspect you like most

	Helpful/friendly teachers

	updated labs/learning facilities

	The campus

	The geography dept

	food

	High quality education

	Small campus

	The copmuter labs

	Ability to learn GIS

	Broad range of geography classes at Whitewater

	I know I got a solid education that can better me in life.

	Whitewater has dominated many of the collegiate sports since I have been enrolled.

	It was a close-nit campus community that allowed me to better know my professors that helped me receive a greater education.

	Interaction with Professors

	Building a community in Residence Hall

	Small enough to get around easily

	small school environment

	small classrooms

	very helpful staff and advisors

	Affordable

	Cheap Drinks

	Good People




	Thing you would like to see improved

	healthier/less expensive food options

	the education department

	parking fees

	calling an office for an answer and having them have you call down to another dept, only to have them send you to another one who sends you to a forth or worse yet back to the first!!!

	Parking. Change Prairie St.to a one-way with angled parking. Build a multi-level parking structure on the existing lot behind the visitors center. Also, the development of a shuttle service with the cities of Beloit, Janesville, and Milton to service commuting students.

	Carbon footprint reduction. Install solar lamps everywhere. Install wind turbines on top of all buildings, so they can genrate their own electricity.

	Care, conservation, and preservation of the Nature Preserve and of Friar's Woods. Nothing is being done to prevent the forest and prairie from being over-taken with invasive species.

	Having to take 100 sooner

	Lay off the parking tickets

	More green spaces on campus

	The continual growth of this campus.

	More choices of majors.

	Hawaiian Punch water fountains and bring back Burger King.

	Food quality

	More things to do on weekend in winter

	cross-major involvement

	more available lab times

	tuition decreases

	more professor evaluations to ensure professors are really knowledgable about the courses they are teaching

	Parking and regualtions

	More Student support of athletics more coverage

	New Cable Service
























Student Survey
Term: Spring 2009
Academic Plan: SDGEOGRPHY
Responses: 2 out of 2 (100.0%)
Surveys filled out: 2


	Question
	Statistics

	Understanding of and appreciation of the basic knowledge in your major. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	6.000

	Understanding of and appreciation of the basic knowledge in your major. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	6.500

	Ability to read and understand the current professional literature in your discipline. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	6.000

	Ability to read and understand the current professional literature in your discipline. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	6.000

	Ability to integrate and transfer knowledge from relevant majors. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	6.000

	Ability to integrate and transfer knowledge from relevant majors. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	5.500

	Appreciation of the effects of international, multicultural and ethnic factors on your major. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	5.000

	Appreciation of the effects of international, multicultural and ethnic factors on your major. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	5.500

	Development of a commitment to your major. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	5.500

	Development of a commitment to your major. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	6.500

	Ability to enthusiastically enjoy your major. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	5.500

	Ability to enthusiastically enjoy your major. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	6.000

	Ability to formulate and implement problem solving strategies and techniques consistent with the changing needs of your discipline. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	5.500

	Ability to formulate and implement problem solving strategies and techniques consistent with the changing needs of your discipline. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	5.500

	Ability to make sound decisions by assessing situations, prioritizing and applying critical reasoning to complex information. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	6.000

	Ability to make sound decisions by assessing situations, prioritizing and applying critical reasoning to complex information. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	5.000

	Ability to research problems by formulating hypotheses, collecting and analyzing information, and drawing appropriate inferences. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	6.000

	Ability to research problems by formulating hypotheses, collecting and analyzing information, and drawing appropriate inferences. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	5.500

	Ability to be creative. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	4.000

	Ability to be creative. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	4.500

	Ability to appraise the ethical consequences of decisions. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	5.000

	Ability to appraise the ethical consequences of decisions. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	6.000

	Skills to pursue lifelong learning, professional growth and career progress. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	6.000

	Skills to pursue lifelong learning, professional growth and career progress. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	6.000

	Development of leadership attributes to motivate others and organize effectively. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	6.000

	Development of leadership attributes to motivate others and organize effectively. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	6.500

	Ability to take the initiative and responsibility in unstructured and ambiguous environments. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	5.000

	Ability to take the initiative and responsibility in unstructured and ambiguous environments. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	6.000

	Ability to interact with peers in group settings. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	6.000

	Ability to interact with peers in group settings. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	7.000

	Oral skills necessary to deliver clear, concise and persuasive reports. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	5.000

	Oral skills necessary to deliver clear, concise and persuasive reports. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	5.500

	Writing skills necessary to prepare clear, concise and persuasive reports. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	6.500

	Writing skills necessary to prepare clear, concise and persuasive reports. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	6.500

	Ability to use computer technology and apply quantitative methods of analysis. - Prepared
7: Very Well Prepared - 1: Very Poorly Prepared
	Mean
	7.000

	Ability to use computer technology and apply quantitative methods of analysis. - Important
7: Extremely Important - 1: Not At All Important
	Mean
	7.000

	I developed a supportive relationship with my academic advisor.
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	2.000

	My advising interactions helped me make better decisions about my academic goals.
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	2.000

	Overall, I am satisfied with the advising I received at UW Whitewater.
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	2.000




	What was the major factor that contributed to your decision to major in geography?

	Enjoy the subject matter and had room in my schedule for the major.

	The main factor that contributed to my decision to major in geography was that I loved my high school geology class and decided after I needed extra classes to fill the holes in my other major, that I could pick up geollgy as my second major.  I also enjoy being outside and learning about the environment.  I also wanted to learn about the GIS opportunites the major offered.




	Did you tend to seek academic advice from several different faculty members or did you rely primarily on one particular faculty member for advice?

	There was primarily one or two specific professors that I went to for advice.

	I sought academic advise from a couple of different faculty members.




	In light of friends you know with other majors and your knowledge of other programs, what are the main strengths of the program?

	Use of technology and professors that are very knowledgable of subject matter and are always willing to assist you whenever help is needed.

	The main strengths of the program are the professors and their knowledge about their respective subjects.  The scholarships available through the program were also a great strength; for they allowed students such as myself to focus on academics and academic-related projects.  Another strength was that almost all the required classes were offered every semester while other majors did not offer this luxury.




	In light of friends you know with other majors and your knowledge of other programs, what are the main weaknesses of the geography program?

	Certain classes not being offered some semesters and class time options.

	Some weaknesses associates with the geography program were the amount of professors in the geology subject (two) and certain personalities of one of these professors.  Another weakness would be its recognizability in the university setting.  Other majors have professors that are well known for their publications while the geography program is not known for this reason.




	Question
	Response

	Are you taking or did you take a geography internship?
	Yes
	1 (50.0%)

	
	No
	1 (50.0%)




	If your answer is no, why not?

	Took internships with my second major.




	What geography course was the most enjoyable?

	All were enjoyable

	Cartography




	What geography course was the most useful?

	All were very useful

	Environmental and Natural Resource GIS




	What geography course was the easiest?

	Geography of Wisconsin

	Environnmental Geology




	What geography course was the most difficult?

	Intro to Mapping

	GIS




	Question
	Response

	What track in the major did you complete?
	INTERNATIONAL - REGIONAL
	0 (0.0%)

	
	TECHNIQUES
	0 (0.0%)

	
	GENERAL
	1 (100.0%)

	
	URBAN-SUBURBAN
	0 (0.0%)

	
	PHYSICAL-ENVIRONMENTAL
	0 (0.0%)




	Question
	Response

	Are the tracks in the major a good idea?
	Yes
	2 (100.0%)

	
	No
	0 (0.0%)




	List or discuss the major strengths or weaknesses of the tracks, especially the one you pursued.

	I liked the General Geography track because as a dual major, it was nice to be able to complete general geography coursework, which gave me a wide variety of geography topics, as opposed to just concentating on one specific area.

	I think having all of the choices available to students is a great idea.  Geography is a huge subject, and the strength of having the tracks is that students can specialize in their chosen topic and not have to take completely unnecessary classes unless they choose to do so on their own.  With all of the different tracks, there are more classes offered, and since there are not so many prerequisities, it allows students to take the classes they want to for fun without worrying whether they have the ability to take the class.




	Question
	Statistics

	The department was concerned about my personal growth and academic progress.
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	5.000

	The department was sensitive to gender issues.
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	3.500

	The department provided a supportive environment for learning.
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	5.000

	The department's faculty are dedicated teachers.
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	5.000

	The department's faculty were readily available to students outside the classroom.
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	5.000

	The department provided a range of student oriented activities outside the classroom for majors.
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	4.500

	The department informed majors of graduate school opportunities.
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	4.000

	The department provides useful information to majors seeking employment after graduation.
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	4.500

	I would urge friends of mine to consider a geography major at UW-Whitewater.
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	4.000

	I would like to maintain some contact with the department in the years to come.  (if your answer is 1 or 2, please keep your current address updated through UW-Whitewater ALUMNI CENTER, 262-472-1105)
5: Strongly Agree - 1: Strongly Disagree
	Mean
	4.500




	Please offer any other comments or suggestions to improve the geography program.

	I liked the Geography 400 addition to the list of required classes.  I felt I learned a lot about internships, post-graduation options, and interviewing skills.




	Question
	Response

	What is most likely to be your principal activity upon graduation?
	employment, full-time paid
	1 (50.0%)

	
	employment, part-time paid
	0 (0.0%)

	
	graduate or professional school, full-time
	1 (50.0%)

	
	graduate or professional school, part-time
	0 (0.0%)

	
	additional undergraduate corusework
	0 (0.0%)

	
	military service
	0 (0.0%)

	
	volunteer activity (e.g., Peace Corps)
	0 (0.0%)

	
	starting or raising a family
	0 (0.0%)

	
	other (please specify up to 25 words)
	0 (0.0%)




	Explanation of "Other"

	N/A




	Aspect you like most

	Close proximity to Madison/Milwaukee areas.

	Knowledgable professors.

	Relatively small size of classes.

	I that the location was close to home but far enough to "get away."

	I liked that the Young Auditorium was available for entertainment and was relatively affordable for students.  I also liked the World of the Arts class.

	I liked the range of courses offered throughout the college that I was able to take.




	Thing you would like to see improved

	Additional dining options.

	More major/minors being offered.

	More web/hybrid class offerings.

	I would like to the see the advising situation improved.  I had a horrible first year because my first year advisors did not know anything about my chosen major and therefore told me to take classes that were either worthless towards the major or they were actually unrequisites towards classes I needed for my major.  There was a semester where I didn't even have an assigned advisor and I had to take the responsibility to find someone who was willing to release my advising hold.  The only person, out of the many I contacted, that was willing was only somewhat knowledgable about my major.  Even once I recieved an advisor for my major, they still did not know much about the special characteristics I needed to complete, such as the no S/NC courses for majors or minors.  I especially had a hard time with my Biology major advisor, who I recieved her first year of teaching and since I was a double major, had no idea what to do.  In general, I think professors who are going to advise students should take a class on the specific requirements UW-Whitewater has, and then they should also be prepared for their respective advisees and if they cannot help, send them to someone who does.

	The New Student Orientation that I had to take was a joke.  I think the professors for this class need to be looked over a little more before being chosen.  The professor I receieved literally told me to drop out of college because I wasn't going to make it past my first year, which was highly encouraging.

	The financial aid office needs to be improved.  I paid for college through the use of scholarships and loans, and every semester I had problems.  I had problems with the students not knowing what they were talking about and the distribution of loans/scholarships in an appropriate time period.  The availability of scholarships was also a problem.  I had a scholarship that was supposed to be for four years, and after my first year, it was taken away due to "funding issues" and "bad grades," which I received all As except for one B.  The scholarships offered through some majors were so minimal that the amount of work involved in applying made it worthless, such as one of the biology scholarships required letters of recommendation and a 500 word essay, all for $200.  Another problem associated with this is that almost all of the jobs on campus are work study, so if you do not have a car and you do not have work study, you cannot get a job unless you're lucky.



