University of Wisconsin-Whitewater

Curriculum Proposal Form #6

Other Curricular Action

Effective Term:
 FORMDROPDOWN 

Description of Action:
Implement 2.75 GPA requirement to hold both major and mino in department.
Sponsor(s):    
Wilfred Tremblay
Department(s): 
Communication 

College(s):
 FORMDROPDOWN 

**********************************************************************

Proposal Information:  

(Procedures can be found at http://acadaff.uww.edu/Handbook/Procedures-Form6.htm) 

Proposal:  The department proposes to limit students who declare both the major and the minor in the department to those who have earned a 2.75 GPA or above in a minimum of nine hours of department course work.  A student will still be able to register as either a major OR a minor if they meet the current 2.0 GPA requirement.
Justification:  We believe this action will address a number of issues facing the department:
1. Most Communication Department classes close quickly, making it difficult for majors to register for the classes they require in an expeditious manner;

2. We spend significant administrative time customizing ARs for students who both major/minor in the department;

3. The large number of credits in Communication accrued by students who major/minor moves us away from the concept of a “liberal arts” education and may restrict the department’s opportunity to see accreditation at a later date;

4. With no requirement other than having a 2.0 GPA to declare a major, it’s difficulty to create a culture of academic excellence.  As such, this action would help improve the department’s academic image.

This action would affect about 65 students or about 50% of the 130 students who currently major/minor in the department.  This policy would be effective beginning Spring 2007 semester and will not affect students currently registered as majors and minors in the department.

In addition, the freeing of about 60 seats per semester will allow the department to present our classes to more non-majors or minors who may be interested in taking communication courses.
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