University of Wisconsin-Whitewater

Curriculum Proposal Form #3

New Course

Effective Term:
2063 (Summer 2006)
Subject Area - Course Number:
SOCIOLGY 285
Cross-listing: RACEETH 285
     
(See Note #1 below)

Course Title: (Limited to 65 characters)
 Asian Americans 
25-Character Abbreviation:  
Asian Americans


Sponsor(s):  
Larry Neuman
Department(s):
Sociology, Anthropology & Criminal Justice
College(s):
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Consultation took place:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
    NA     FORMCHECKBOX 

 YES


Programs Affected:
Race & Ethnic Cultures, Asian Studies
Is paperwork complete for those programs? (Use "Form 2" for Catalog & Academic Report updates)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 

will be at future meeting

Prerequisites:
GENED 130 AND GENED 120 OR GENED 140, OR SOPHOMORE STANDING
Grade Basis:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Conventional Letter
 FORMCHECKBOX 

S/NC or Pass/Fail
 

Course will be offered:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Part of Load
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 Above Load 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

On Campus
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Off Campus - Location       

College:
 FORMDROPDOWN 

Dept/Area(s):
     
Instructor:
Larry Neuman

Note: If the course is dual-listed, instructor must be a member of Grad Faculty.
Check if the Course is to Meet Any of the Following:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Computer Requirement
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Writing Requirement


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Diversity 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  General Education Option:   FORMDROPDOWN 
   

Credit/Contact Hours: (per semester)

Total lab hours:
    
Total lecture hours: 
48
 

Number of credits:
3
Total contact hours:
48 

Can course be taken more than once for credit?  (Repeatability)  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes          If "Yes", answer the following questions:

No of times in major:
     
No of credits in major: 
     
 

No of times in degree:
     
No of credits in degree:
      

Proposal Information: (Procedures can be found at http://acadaff.uww.edu/Handbook/Procedures-Form3.htm)

Course justification:


Currently, there is no course exclusively focusing on Asian Americans. The diverse Asian American community has distinctive history and set of experiences.  Race-ethnic relations in the U.S. have moved beyond a black-white paradigm.  When racial discourse was limited to a black-white polarity, Asian Americans were marginalized or unrecognized.  Asians and Asian Americans have faced forms of exploitation that overlapped in some ways but differed in other ways from African Americans, Latinos, and Native Americans.  Historically, the white racial category and others enforced distinctions that rendered Asians linguistically, culturally, and racially "foreign."  As agricultural workers, residents in ethnic enclaves, placed in internment camps, Ivy League overachievers, sexual objects in the mass media, refugees from war-torn lands, or storefront entrepreneurs in urban ghettos, Asian Americans had unique and often misunderstood experiences.  Students of all social and ethnic backgrounds regularly encounter Asian Americans, and in percentage terms, persons of Asian descent are the fastest growing racial-ethnic group in the U.S.  The course synthesizes research on Asian Americans to inform both non-Asian American students and Asian American students about the past experiences and current situation of Asian heritage people.  At the same time, it provides students with ways of thinking about broader issues of race and ethnicity, as well as opportunities to discuss such issues with fellow students
Relationship to program assessment objectives:


In accordance with the Sociology, Anthropology & Criminal Justice Department’s goals are 
· To cultivate in students a sociological imagination which allows them to see how personal or private troubles are related to public issues. [new initiative as of 2005]
· To encourage critical thinking and reflective thinking, [new initiative as of 2005]
· To develop an understanding of cognitive content and ability to apply it in the area of inequality and diversity
Upon completion of this course, students will have demonstrated knowledge/skill acquisition related to assessment objectives by (1) showing an ability to outline how aspect of their individual personal biography relates to larger public issues in the area of race/ethnicity of Asian American peoples in the United States; (2) practicing reflective/critical thinking about racial-ethnic issues in the United States; (3) performing on knowledge-content evaluations and activities..  
Budgetary impact:  Release time to prepare for this new course was funded  by a curriculum development grant from the UW-System Institute on Race and Ethnicity.  The course can be added to the instructor‘s course rotation because greater flexibility was made possible since two recently hired Assistant Professors include in their background and expertise the ability to teach courses that previously had been an extended part of the instructor s class rotation sequence.  SOCIOLOGY 385 Sociology of Globalization can now also be taught by Dr. M. Alario who joined the department in fall 2004 and SOCIOLOGY 351 Social Stratification and Inequality can now also be taught by Dr. D. Soles who joined the department in fall 2005. 
Diversity Component: About 80% of the course time and content focuses on diversity issues in the United States, especially issues of race/ethnicity and relationships involving African American, Latino, Asian American, including people of Southeast Asian ancestry, and their interactions with one another and the majority European-American population.  Of the five areas (see list below) evaluated to qualify as a diversity course.  This course’s objectives address items #1, #2, #3 and #4, see below for which course objective addresses which diversity area.

1.  Understanding that American society has been and continues to be shaped by the interaction of diverse groups. [Course Objectives #1 and #5]
 2.  Understanding or knowledge of cultures other than one's own. [Course Objective #2, for non-Asian Americans] 
 3.  Ability to reflect on one's own perspectives and how these relate to others whom we perceive as different from ourselves.  [Course Objective #2]
 4.  Understanding of how group differences are expressed, including cultural practices as well as differences in power or access. [Course Objectives #3, #4, and #6]
 5.  Skill/facility/experience working with people who are different from oneself (for example:  travel study, guest speakers, experiential learning).

Course description:


The course examines the intersection of Asia and United States through peoples who migrated from Asia.  It review issues of race and ethnicity and provides an overview in Asian cultures so that students can understand Asian American diversity and Asian cultures of origin.  It examines the diverse experiences of the various Asian peoples who have migrated to the U.S., including inter-Asian American relations and intergroup relations between Asian Americans and others in the U.S.  The course explores issues of Asian American discrimination, stereotypes, identity formation, collective action and pan Asian identities, and hybrid or transnational identities.

Course requisites: GENED 130 AND GENED 120 OR GENED 140, OR SOPHOMORE STANDING
If dual listed, list graduate level requirements for the following:

1. Content (e.g., What are additional presentation/project requirements?) 


2. Intensity (e.g., How are the processes and standards of evaluation different for graduates and undergraduates? ) 


3. Self-Directed (e.g., How are research expectations differ for graduates and undergraduates?) 

Instructors name, office location, telephone number, and office hours

Larry Neuman, Salisbury 238, X-1093, MTW noon – 2 pm 

Title of the course
Asia and Asian Americans
Course objectives and tentative course syllabus:

COURSE OBJECTIVES
1. Upon completion of the course, students will possess an understanding how U.S. society has been, and continues to be, shaped by the interactions among past and recent immigrant Asian Americans and other social groups.

2. During the course, each student will be asked to reflect on his or her own racial-ethnic identity and that of others, and to discuss how their identity was formed and is being reinforced or altered through current social interactions.

3. Upon completion of the course, students will be able to explain how various Asian American communities preserve and express their culture of origin, as well as processes of acculturation by which they incorporate aspects of the broader U.S. culture.  

4. Upon completion of the course, students will understand the history of Asian peoples who have come to the United States, including their unique forms of assimilation, significant achievements, experience with discrimination, and attempts at pan-Asian cooperation, as well as their involvement with conflicts and power struggles. 

5. Upon completion of the course, students will be able to describe key differences among major Asian cultures and ways in which they persist or are modified by Asian-origin peoples now residing in the United States.

6. Upon completion of the course, students will recognize the great diversity among peoples of Asian descent living in the U.S. despite a shared label of “Asian” and be able explain how Asian Americans experience a “racialized” ethnicity that shares some features in common with and has other features that differ from those of other non-majority peoples, including both immigrants and non-immigrants.
TENTATIVE SYLLABUS 

Proposed Textbooks:
Asian Americans: Contemporary Trends And Issues, 2e   Pyong Gap Min (Editor) 2005: Pine Forge Press

The Contemporary Asian American Experience, 2e.  Timothy Fong.  2002  Prentice Hall.

Outline (for travel studies, include itinerary):      
[# Week of regular semester or 1 day of a 3-week summer session]
Part 1: Basic Concepts in Race and Ethnicity 
[Week 1]  Readings: Handouts and Fong  1. Video: Home from the eastern sea




A. Meaning of Race and Ethnicity


B. Social Construction of Race-Ethnicity


C. Prejudice, Discrimination and Stereotypes


D. Dynamics: Assimilation, Pluralism, and Group Competition

Part 2:  Asian Social and Cultural Conditions 
[Weeks 2-4] Readings: Handouts. Video selections from Pacific Century

A. Geography and History Overview



1. East Asia



2. Southeast



3. South Asia



4. West and East Relations


B. Cultural Themes in Asian Societies



1. Cultural Beliefs/Worldviews


2. Family Relations and Gender Expectations


3. Religious Beliefs/Practices



4. Community Relationships

C. Diversity



1. Ethnic divisions within Asian societies


2. Economic variation



3. Migrations and within Asia

Part 3: Asia Diaspora and Immigration 
[Weeks 5-8] Readings, Min 2, 3 6, 7, 8; Fong 5 ; Videos Rabbit in the moon; Filipino American; Becoming American the Chinese experience

A. Early Migration History and Encounters



1. Agricultural and railway workers, Hawaii and West Coast 



2. Formation of urban enclaves


B. Anti-Asian Activities



1. Anti-Chinese riots and legal actions



2. Land ownership issues



3. Social restrictions and the “Picture Brides”

C. Japanese, Filipino and Chinese during/after World War II



1. Japanese internment camps versus Chinese and Filipino allies



2. U.S Occupation of Japan and the Korean War



3. Taiwan vs China tensions



4. Vietnam and Southeast Asia encounter


D. 1970-2005 Migration and Settlement Patterns



1. Korean upsurge of the 1980s



2. Filipino migration 



3. Southeast Asian migration



4. South Asian migration



5. Chinese patterns since 1980

E. Population Distribution and Economic Situation of Various Groups Now

Part 4. Community and Family Experiences
 Weeks [9-10] Readings Fong 2, 7; Min Chapter 5, 9; Video: Picturing oriental girls; Knowing her place

A. Emerging Asian American communities


B. Youth and education issues


C. Asian American women and gender tension


D. Family adjustment and marriage

Part 5 Asians in America today
[Weeks 11-13]  Readings: Fong 3 4; Min 10, 4; Videos: Hmong Means Free; Daughter from Danang

A. Economic success, model minorities and “glass ceilings” 


B. Media representations and stereotypes (Charlie Chan, Bruce Lee, Madame Butterfly, and Miss Saigon)


C. Racial-Ethnic models and multiple forms of racism and discrimination

D. Hybrid identities (Bi-racial, Bi-cultural) 

Part 6: Identity Issues and Empowerment Dynamics 
[Weeks 14-15]  Readings: Fong, 6, 8; Min 11 Videos: Yellow; Who Killed Vincent Chin?

A. Forming Asian Identities 


B. Asian-Black Tensions and Alliances


C. American (mis)perceptions of Asia 


D. Panethnicity, Transnationalism, and Politics

Tests, assignments, and/or Evaluations:

· 12 multi-choice quizzes on readings, videos and lectures (15 pts ea)
180 points

· 2 short essays/reflections  (25 points each)



  50 points 

· Participation in student discussions




  80 points

· 1 research report on aspect of one Asian American group  


  40 points

· Comprehensive final examination.




100 points

Total








450 points
Grading:

A =
100+ - 90 %


B =
89.9 – 80 %


C =
79.9 – 70 %


D =
69.9 – 60 %


F =
59 – 0 %

Attendance Policy:

Students are expected to be present for all classes unless excused by the instructor.

University Statement:

The University of Wisconsin-Whitewater is dedicated to a safe, supportive and    non-discriminatory learning environment.  It is the responsibility of all undergraduate and graduate students to familiarize themselves with University policies regarding Special Accommodations, Academic Misconduct, Religious Beliefs Accommodation, Discrimination and Absence for University Sponsored Events (for details please refer to the Schedule of Classes; the “Rights and Responsibilities” section of the Undergraduate Catalog; the Academic Requirements and Policies and the Facilities and Services sections of the Graduate Catalog; and the “Student Academic Disciplinary Procedures (UWS Chapter 14); and the “Student Nonacademic Disciplinary Procedures" (UWS Chapter 17)
Bibliography: (Key or essential references only.  Normally the bibliography should be no more than one or two pages in length.  Indicate current library holdings by placing an asterisk [*])
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Chan, Jachinson. 2001. Chinese American Masculinities: From Fu Manchu to Bruce Lee.  New York : Routledge.

Chan, Sucheng 1999.Hmong Means Free: Life Laos and America. Temple University Press.*

Chan, Sucheng. 2005. Survivors: Cambodian Refugees in the United States.  University of Illinois Press.*

Chang, Gordon H. (ed) 2001. Asian Americans and Politics. Stanford University Press.*

Chen, Shehong. 2002. Being Chinese, Becoming Chinese American Urbana: University of Illinois Press.*
Chow, Claire. 1999. Leaving Deep Water: Asian American Women at the Crossroads of Two Cultures  Plume.*

Chu, Patricia P. 2000.  Assimilating Asians: Gendered Strategies of Authorship in Asian America: Durham NC: Duke University Press.
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Fadiman, Anne. 1998. The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down: A Hmong Child, Her American Doctors, and the Collision of Two Cultures. Farrar, Straus and Giroux.*

Fugita, Stephen S. and David O’Brien. 1991. Japanese American Ethnicity.  University of Washington Press.*

Kibria, Nazli. 2002. Becoming Asian American: Second-generation Chinese and Korean American Identities. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press

Kim Kwang Chung. 1999. Koreans in the Hood: Conflict with African Americans.  John Hopkins University Press.*

Laguerre, Michel S. 2000.  The Global Ethnopolis: Chinatown, Japantown, and Manilatown in American society. New York: St. Martin's Press.*

Lee, Stacey. 1996. Unraveling the "Model Minority" Stereotype: Listening to Asian American Youth.  Columbia University Press.*
Lien, Pei-te, M.M. Conway, and J. Wong, J. 2004. The Politics of Asian Americans: Diversity and Community. Routledge.*

Light, Ivan and Parminder Bhachu. 2004. Immigration and Entrepreneurship: Culture, Capital, and Ethnic Networks. Transaction Publishers *

Lopez-Garza, Marta C. and David Diaz (Eds) 2001. Asian and Latino Immigrants in a Restructuring Economy: The Metamorphosis of Southern California. Stanford University Press.*

Min, Pyong Gap. 1996. Caught in the Middle: Korean Merchants in America's Multiethnic Cities. University of California Press.*

Okihiro, Gary. 1994. Margins and Mainstreams: Asians in American History and Culture.  Washington University Press.*
Okihiro, Gary Y. 2001. The Columbia guide to Asian American History. New York: Columbia University Press.*

Novas, Himilce and Lan Cao. 2004. Everything You Need to Know About Asian American History.  Penguin.*
Rudrappa, Sharmila. 2004. Ethnic Routes to Becoming an American: Indian Immigrants and the Cultures of Citizenship. Rutgers University Press.

Spickard, Paul. 1991. Mixed Blood: Intermarriage and Ethnic Identity in 20th-Century America.  University of Wisconsin Press.*

Takaki, Ronald. 1994. From Different Shores, 2nd ed. Oxford University Press.*

Tuan, Mia. 1999. Forever Foreigners or Honorary Whites: The Asian Ethnic Experience Today. Rutgers University Press.*

Vo, Linda Trinh Vo, Linda and Rick Bonus. 2000. Contemporary Asian American Communities: Intersections and Divergences. Temple University Press.

Woo, Deborah. 2000. Glass Ceilings and Asian Americans: The New Face of WorkPlace Barriers. AltaMira Press.
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Video/AV Resources:
Korean: Yellow*
Hmong: Being Hmong means being free*
Chinese: Becoming American the Chinese experience*
Japanese: Rabbit in the moon*
Filipino: Filipino Americans discovering their past for the future*
South Asian: Knowing her place*
Vietnamese: Daughter from Danang*
Multiple: Home from the eastern sea the story of Asian Pacific Americans;* Who Killed Vincent Chin*

Slaying the dragon* or Picturing oriental girls*
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