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I.         BULLETIN DESCRIPTION

          The Module in Andean Studies is for students of any discipline who have an interest in study or work abroad who wish to go beyond the short-term travel or tours. Students will have the opportunity to explore their particular disciplines and intensively study the Spanish language in a Latin American context over an entire semester.  Students will live in Cuenca, Ecuador, with Ecuadoran families, for an entire semester and take several courses:  (1) 6-8 units of intensive Spanish; (2) travel-study 491—3 units.  The travel-study course will include classroom lectures, extensive travel within Ecuador and research and testing.  The course will focus intensively on the social, cultural, political and economic realities of Ecuador and Latin America.  (3) Speech 424, Cross-Cultural Communication [may be taken on campus prior to departure or upon returning to UW-Whitewater].  Students may also take other courses related to their major (which do not count toward module) in Ecuador and/or online with an instructor at UW-Whitewater.  Total units for module:  12-14 units.


II.
PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

Rationale.  This study abroad program is designed so that students will spend one complete semester in Cuenca, Ecuador (Ecuador’s third largest city).  Students will study at least 6-8 credits of intensive Spanish; a three-credit travel-study practicum; and 3-6 additional credits applicable to the participants’ major, minor, or general education requirements.  The idea is for all of the credits earned during the course of the semester to be applied to each participant’s degree requirements so that progress toward graduation will not be delayed.  The program is open to students of any major within the university.  This first program is designed to be a model for a semester abroad program that could be offered each year with a different academic emphasis that will relate to study in Ecuador. The emphasis for fall 2005 will be journalism/mass communication. The emphasis for subsequent semesters will depend upon the faculty or academic staff person accompanying the participants.  The idea is that any faculty or academic staff person from any academic discipline from within the university could offer this semester-long program. Students make application to the program and approval by the instructor will be the only prerequisite.

Program Administration.  The program is to be administered by the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater in partnership with the Centro De Estudios Interamericanos (CEDEI), a not-for-profit institute in Ecuador that has been working in partnership with several US colleges and universities since 1992 (i.e., Augustana College, St. Ambrose University, Ohio University, Athens).  CEDEI personnel will teach the Spanish language and selected courses available to participants.  The UWW Department of Languages and Literatures will approve the Spanish courses so credits earned will be UWW credits and will appear as such on students’ transcripts.  The accompanying UWW instructor will teach the travel-study course (Speech 491) and two other courses (in this first offering the courses will be TV News Reporting (Journalism/Speech 341) and Cross-cultural Communication (Speech 484). Other courses in other disciplines will be offered from time to time for UWW credit and appropriate UWW departments would approve their content and syllabi.

Initially the Department of Communication would house the program, but permanent administration of the program could be within Continuing Education or the Provost’s office.  Although the Department of Communication is the initiating unit within the university initially, the program should not be perceived as limited to only Communication Department generated programs.  UWW has many faculty and staff whose students—as well the faculty and staff themselves—would benefit from this semester abroad program.

Activities in Ecuador.  Students will live individually with Ecuadorian Spanish-speaking families that have been approved and are supervised by CEDEI.  While living with the families, students will receive both room and board. The accompanying faculty staff member could be housed by CEDEI or may live with an Ecuadorian family. 

Most weekends will be occupied by field trips to various sites within Ecuador, including the rainforest, mountain trekking, indigenous villages, historic sites and archeological sites (see itinerary below in practicum description).  Classroom courses will take place in the CEDEI facility in Cuenca, Ecuador.

Those students who wish to do so may also take a course on-line or an independent study with another instructor at UWW.  Students from other universities may make arrangements for additional on-line work at his or her home institution.

.

III
GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

a. To give students, regardless of their initial Spanish speaking skills, the opportunity to intensively study the language in the area where it is spoken, and by the end of the semester have at minimum the basic ability to read, write and speak the language.  Those students who have previous experience with Spanish will have the ability to hone their reading, writing and speaking skills to a high degree of proficiency.

b. To give students with any major (College of Arts and Communication, Letters and Science, Education, Business and Economics) an opportunity to explore in depth those topics relationships to their specialties.

Timeliness, Need, and Interest:  The globalization of the world’s economy and communication systems is clear.  Industry leaders, government policymakers, and educators alike have come to understand the importance of international education.  However, understanding other cultures intellectually is only part of the task.  The importance of one’s ability to read, write and speak a second language and to actually communicate through that language across cultures is at least equally important. For citizens of the United States it can be argued that no language is more important than Spanish. This program in Ecuador will provide students with the opportunity to perfect their use of Spanish and understand the Latin American context where it will be part of their life 24 hours per day for a complete semester.  This language and cultural immersion will enhance students’ ability to work across and within an unfamiliar culture.  

IV
PROPOSED CURRICULUM TO BE OFFERED (Initial offerings)


Students may choose 12-18 credits from the following courses:

Course Number
Course Title



Credits

Faculty

	Speech 491

Speech 424

Speech /Journ 341

Spanish 141-142

Spanish 251-252

Spanish 321

Spanish 322

Spanish 334

Spanish 360

Spanish 390

Speech/Journ 491

 (Other classes to be determined)
	Travel Study in Ecuador*

Cross Cultural Communication**

TV News Production (permission of                  

                                          instructor)

Beginning Spanish***

Intermediate Spanish***

Advanced Spanish Language***

Advanced Spanish Language***

Spanish American Readings***

Spanish American Civilization***

Spanish Conversation ***

Independent Study 
	3

3

3

8

8

3

3

3

3

3

1-3
	B Johnson

B Johnson

B Johnson

CEDEI STAFF

CEDEI STAFF

CEDEI STAFF

CEDEI STAFF

CEDEI STAFF

CEDEI STAFF

CEDEI STAFF

****

CEDEI STAFF


*Mandatory for all participants

**Fulfills diversity requirement

***Each three or four-credit course offered over 7 ½ weeks each

****Via internet to be arranged by individual students with US instructor.

All Spanish courses carry GH credit.

Tentative Itinerary  
There will be a fee of $4950 plus approximately $750 roundtrip airfare from Chicago.  This fee includes costs of meals and lodging with an Ecuadorian family, all travel within Ecuador and field trips.  Meals and other expenses outside the official program are students’ responsibility.  Costs for passport, photos, visa, immunization and Ecuador airport tax ($25 payable at airport upon departure back to the U.S.) also will be the responsibility of  individual students. UWW tuition and fees TBA.

On-campus schedule:  University of Wisconsin-Whitewater (students from other than UW-W universities may receive mandatory travel-study orientation from home campus International Education officer and on line with instructor permission.  Student must provide UWW signed statement that pre-departure orientation has been received.) 

 
April 25 (Tues)
5:30-7:00 p.m. Orientation Pre-departure orientation with Office of International Education and  

 
May 2  (Tues)
5:30-7:00 p.m.  Continued orientation with International Education instructor.

 
On- line communication throughout summer.  Passports and immunizations must be in order by July 15.

 
Aug 29 (Mon) 
Pre-departure checks and final orientation.

 
Aug 30 (Tues)
Depart Chicago O’Hare for Quito, Ecuador

Ecuador schedule  (Note:  Classes will meet at CEDEI five days per week Monday through Friday.  To save space, only planned weekly activities and field trips are shown along with topics of the travel-study course itself.  Some weekends marked “free” may be scheduled for special activities.)
	Week 1

 
30-Aug Tue
Arrive Quito

 
31-Aug Wed
Quito 

 
1-SepThu
Otavalo (Andean indigenous culture, Open Air Market)

 
2-Sep Fri
Quito-Patate (Overnight)

 
3-Sep Sat
Patate (Rio Patate)

 
4-Sep Sun
Patate-Cuenca      (Meet Cuenca families-Settle in with new families.)

Week 2

 
5-Sep Mon
First term begins.  Pre Hispanic History


 
10-Sep Sat
Ingapirca (Inca Ruins) Pre Columbian history

 
11-Sep Sun
free

Week 3

 
12-Sep Mon
Spanish Colonial Era

 
16-Sep Fri
Geography Natural Regions-Highlands

 
17-Sep Sat
Cajas National Park

 
18-Sep Sun
Cajas (optional camping)

Week 4

 
19-Sep Mon
Natural Resources and Energy

 
24-Sep Sat 
Guarumales Hydro-Electric 

                                            Power Station

 
25-Sep Sun
Guarumales

Week 5

 
26-Sep Mon
Population and Social Classes

 
30-Sep Fri
Economics and Ecology—The Mangrove Forests

 
1-Oct Sat
Churute Pacific Coast     

 
2-Oct Sun
Churute Mangrove Reserve

Week 6

 
3-Oct Mon
Growth and Structure of Ecuadorian Society

 
8-Oct Sat
free

 
9-Oct Sun
free 

Week 7

 
10-Oct Mon 
Social Classes and Ethnic Groups

               15 Oct Sat           Free  TBA

               16 Oct Sun          Free  TBA

Week 8

 
17-Oct Mon
Geography-The Rainforests

 
20-Oct Thu
Rainforest

 
21-Oct Fri
Rainforest

 
22-Oct Sat
Rainforest

              23-Oct Sun
Rainforest

Week 9

 
24-Oct Mon
Rainforest 
 
29-Oct Sat            free

 
30-Oct Sun           free

Week 10

 
31-Oct Mon          Mass Communication and Culture

 
2-Nov Wed           Visits to local media facilities –Newspaper, Radio and TV UNISON.

 
5-Nov Sat              free TBA

 
6-Nov Sun             free TBA

Week 11

 
7-Nov Mon           Ecuadorian Art and Literature

 
12-Nov Sat           Cuenca House of the Ecuadorian Culture

 
13-Nov Sun           Museum of the Aboriginal Cultures

Week 12

 
14-Nov Mon         Ecuadorian Politics and Government 

 
19-Nov Sat            Tarqui (horseback riding)

 
20-Nov Sun           free  TBA

Week 13

 
21-Nov Mon         Ethnic Politics and Political Movements

 
25-Nov Fri            The Military

 
26-Nov Sat            free

 
27-Nov Sun           free

Week 14

 
28-Nov Mon         Religion

 
 3-Dec Sat             Girón (waterfalls)

 
 4-Dec Sun            Visits to Colonial Churches in Cuenca

Week 15

 
 5-Dec Mon           Ecuador and the World

 
 8-Dec Thu            Classes end.  Final Papers Due

 
 9-Dec Fri              Cuenca free

 
10-Dec Sat            Cuenca free

Week 16

 
11-Dec Sun           Program ends 

              12-Dec Mon          Depart Ecuador arrive Chicago
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