University of Wisconsin-Whitewater

Curriculum Proposal Form #1

New Degree, Major, or Submajor

Effective Term:
 FORMDROPDOWN 




Degree:
 FORMDROPDOWN 

Program Title:
Professional Writing and Book Publishing


GPA Required in the Major/Submajor:
2.5
Sponsor(s):  
Joseph Hogan, Edward Erdmann, Jerre Collins, John Carlberg, Patrick Moran, Marilyn Annucci


Department(s):
Language and Literatures


College(s):
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Consultation took place:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes  (list departments and attach consultation sheet)

Departments:  Communications, Art, Marketing
Check if:

 FORMCHECKBOX 

New Degree: Intent to Plan *


 FORMCHECKBOX 

New Degree: Final Proposal 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

New Major:  Intent to Plan *


 FORMCHECKBOX 

New Major:  Final Proposal 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

New Submajor: Minor


 FORMCHECKBOX 

New Submajor: Emphasis/Track


 FORMCHECKBOX 

New Submajor: Certificate Program


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Module: Intent to Plan


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Module: Final Proposal


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Other (list):
     
Proposal Information:  

(Procedures can be found at http://acadaff.uww.edu/Handbook/Procedures-Form1.htm) 

Catalog Description of the Program
The Professional Writing and Book Publishing program prepares students to meet the demands and constant changes in writing and publishing careers.  Students will become familiar with trends and practices in publishing, language studies, and principles of visual design. In the process they will achieve proficiency in proofreading and copyediting, writing for specific fields, developing a knowledge of research methods, and creating Web-based documents.  Students in this program may choose among a major, a minor, or a certificate.

Student Learning Objectives
The Students will be able to:

Approach communication from the points of view of reader, writer, and editor.

Read a literary text (and by extension any text) with critical attention to the rhetorical decisions that the author made, to the influence of the cultural context, and to the text’s place within a tradition. To this end students will be able to:
· read a range of texts from different periods and genres

· apply different critical methodologies and theories of reading and understanding literature

· understand different genres and the effect of form on the communication of ideas and feelings

· understand the historical development of literature and language

· understand how the culture and history of a period influences the writing produced in that period

Take a writing project from conception or assignment to polished text. To this end, students will be able to:
· generate ideas

· research the topic

· organize material and determine a focus and purpose for the writing

· determine and analyze the audience and write to that audience, choosing suitable rhetorical strategies
· use various formats and forms of writing

· choose the appropriate strategies for organizing and expressing ideas in a variety of contexts
· revise for effectiveness, conciseness, and correctness

· adequately document sources of ideas and information

Apply the basic skills needed to edit a book from acquisition to publication and distribution. To this end, students will be able to:
· understand various editorial duties and skillfully carry out those duties
· understand the editor/author relationship

· develop and nurture a book project

· understand the basic procedures involved in producing a book: design, scheduling, estimates, printing, binding, specifications, and marketing

· understand the issues of copyright and permission involved in acquiring and publishing a book 

· edit for clarity and conciseness, often involving restructuring a text 

· edit for style and consistency
· perform fact checking and apply the attendant research skills

· apply various documentation styles and understand the criteria for choosing an appropriate one.

List of Courses
3 Units English 230: Foundations of Professional Writing and Editing. This course will introduce students to the revision of writing for conciseness and directness and to basic editorial duties. It will also strengthen the students’ basic language skills. 
3 Units English 372: Technical and Scientific Writing. The students will be able to take a writing project from conception to polished text, focusing particularly on those formats and ways of organizing material appropriate to the audiences in different technical and scientific disciplines. 

3 Units English 378: Prose Stylistics. This course will teach students to determine, analyze, and write to an audience. They will use different styles and determine their appropriateness for different situations and audiences. They will also be able to revise for clarity and conciseness.

6 Units from English 330 (Manuscript Editing) and 430 (Book Editing), forming an editing emphasis in the minor: English 330: Manuscript Editing will teach students copyediting procedures, teaching them to edit for clarity, conciseness, style and consistency. They will be able to do fact checking, apply documentation styles, and choose an appropriate documentation style for a specific project and apply attendant research skills. And English 430: Book Editing will teach students the skills needed to edit a book from acquisition to publication, emphasizing the different editorial duties. They will be able to understand editor-author relationship and apply the procedures involved in producing a book. They will also be able to understand the issues of copyright and permissions.
Or English 436 (Topics in Technical Writing) and an addition 3 Units in an English course, 300 level or above (from the English courses offered in section 5 of the minor), forming a writing emphasis in the minor. These two courses will enable students to develop more specialized writing skills by pursuing various topics in greater depth.
6 Units from the Literature Emphasis Courses. These courses will teach students to read a literary text with critical attention to the rhetorical decisions that the author made, to the influence of the cultural context, and to a text’s place within a tradition.
3 Units from the following writing courses and courses in other disciplines:  English 274 (Creative Writing), 332 (Writing for the Web), 373 (Poetry Writing), 375 (Fiction Writing), 376 (Screen Writing), 377 (Introduction to Playwriting), 379 (Rhetoric for Writers), 436 (Topics in Technical Writing), 477 (The Current Writing Scene),  478 (Applied Prose Writing for Desktop Publishing), 479 (Creative Nonfiction), 488 (Advanced Writers Studio), 490 (Writing Workshop), 493 (Applied Study: Internship in Writing), Art Studio 222 (Design Foundations for the Web), Art Studio 287 (Computer Graphics for the Artist),  Marketing 311 (Principles of Marketing). These courses will give students an opportunity to develop various specialties in writing and book publishing by allowing them to pursue a particular writing, publishing, or editing topic in greater depth.
3 Elective Units in English. This course will also allow students to develop further depth of knowledge in some aspect of English.
A 4-year Plan of Course Offerings

English 230 (new course) will be offered every semester, year 1-4.
English 281 is currently offered every semester.
English 330 (new course) will be offered every fall semester, year 1-4

English 372 is currently offered every semester.
English 378 is currently offered every semester.
English 430 (new course) will be offered every spring, year 1-4

English 332 (new course) will be offered in the spring every 2nd year, year 2 and 4

English 436 (new course) will be offered every fall, year 1-4.

Other courses are already part of the current Department rotation.

List of Required Courses for Catalog and Advising Report
MINOR – 24 UNITS

1. ENGLISH 230, ENGLISH 372, ENGLISH 378.

2. SELECT FROM ENGLISH 330 AND ENGLISH 430, OR ENGLISH 436 AND 3 UNITS FROM AN ENGLISH WRITING COURSE 300 LEVEL OR ABOVE (FROM THE ENGLISH SELECTIONS IN SECTION 5 BELOW).

3. 3 UNITS FROM AN ENGLISH LITERATURE COURSE 200 LEVEL OR ABOVE.
4. 3 UNITS FROM AN ENGLISH LITERATURE COURSE 300 LEVEL OR ABOVE.

5. 3 UNITS FROM ENGLISH 274, ENGLISH 330, ENGLISH 332, ENGLISH 373, ENGLISH 375, ENGLISH 376, ENGLISH 377, ENGLISH 379, ENGLISH 430, ENGLISH 436, ENGLISH 477, ENGLISH 478, ENGLISH 479, ENGLISH 488, ENGLISH 490, ENGLISH  493, ARTSTDIO 222, ARTSTDIO 287, MARKETNG 311.

Assessment Plan

The assessment for the minor will be integrated into an existing department assessment plan.

Resources Needed to Support the Program (staffing, equipment, library materials, etc.)

Staffing

· Program will require one new tenure-track position with specialization in publishing (as supported by the Dean).

Equipment
· Heide 302 computer lab should be redesigned as part of the regular computer lab modernization rotation to accommodate a more pedagogically conducive environment.

· Both Heide 302 and McGraw 127 currently offer access to Adobe InDesign, but we will need 6 instructor installations @ $118.50 per machine (total = $711).

· New color laser printer, approximately $2500 (includes initial supplies and some add-ons).

Library Materials
· Anderson Library currently offers enough support material to minimally meet program needs (per starred items on each course proposal’s bibliography section). Additional materials will be acquired through the usual library budgeting process.
Student Need or Demand for the degree emphasis in Professional Writing and Book Publishing

Nationally, the U. S. Labor Department reports, “Writers and editors held about 320,000 jobs in 2004.”  This figure does not include many freelance writers, nor those whose job title is not writing-related but who do a great deal of writing on the job.  The Labor Department predicts that employment prospects for writers and editors “is expected to grow about as fast as the average for all occupations [i.e., increasing by 9% to 17%] through the year 2014.”  (www.bls.gov/oco/ocos089.htm#emply)

An on-line Writer’s Resource Center (at poewar.com) lists 52 different Writing Careers, from Acquisitions Editor to Writing Tutor; the list includes, for example, Grant Writer, Production Editor, Researcher, Staff Writer, Technical Writer, and Technical Editor.  As with the Labor Department, the list does not include other jobs that have a heavy writing component.

At a recent publishing workshop sponsored by Woodland Pattern, Milwaukee (on Feb. 26, 2006), a group of eight small press editors from around the country were asked what skills they most desired in the people they were hiring.  They said they looked especially for:

1. Knowledge of literature—poetry and fiction

2. Editing and proofreading skills

3. Knowledge of prepress operations using programs like Adobe Indesign, Pagemaker, and Quark Express

4. Prior experience working in the publishing field, including university-sponsored literary magazines and internships

5. The ability to work very hard at making a product that people would want to read and enjoy (i.e., ability to write for specific audiences).

All of these areas are important elements of the proposed Professional Writing and Book Publishing emphasis.

Locally, a survey of alumni of the English Degree program at UW-W taken in the summer of 2003 indicated a desire on the part of some of our graduates for more courses focused on professionally-oriented writing.  The summary of the survey reports: “The overall criticisms and suggestions for improvement seemed to coalesce around several related themes. At least five responders called for more practical writing, and at least five more responders praised the technical writing classes they had taken.  Perhaps related, several others called for more basic grammar.” A survey of the department’s English majors conducted in spring 2004 returned similar results:  in the context of general satisfaction about the program, there was an expressed desire for more courses focusing on the professionally-oriented writing that many students anticipate doing after graduation, and more emphasis on developing basic grammar skills.  The proposed Professional Writing and Book Publishing emphasis will address both these needs.

Relation of the program to other programs on campus, in the UW System, and in the region.

This program will be complementary to the Journalism Print Emphasis major on campus. The Journalism Print Emphasis major focuses in particular on the news media and writing and editing conventions appropriate for those media. The Professional Writing and Book Publishing submajor on the other hand will focus on writing for technical and scientific fields—writing manuals, writing grants, environmental impact statements, etc., as well as writing for publication)—that require other conventions and styles of writing. The submajor will also focus on book publishing, which again has its own specific conventions (i.e., Chicago Manual of Style rather than AP Style), specific challenges  in regard to the relationship of editor to author, and a different way of producing book projects and bringing them to fruition in the marketing of a finished book. With a Professional Writing and Book Publishing major and Journalism Print Emphasis minor or vice versa, a student will have a strong preparation in all aspects of publishing.

The UW system has five English Department-based writing tracks other than Creative Writing. UW-Parkside and UW-Platteville both have a writing program similar to our current Writing Emphasis track—creative writing, some technical writing, and literature. UW-Milwaukee and UW-La Crosse both have a Rhetoric and Writing track, consisting of courses in rhetoric, writing, and literature with a strong emphasis on rhetoric. The Scientific and Technical Writing emphasis at UW-Eau Claire is close to our Professional Writing and Book Publishing emphasis in its writing component. None of these programs, however, has an emphasis on book publishing. At most they have a course on editing. The Book Publishing component of this track makes it unique among the English-based writing tracks. In addition to these programs, UW-Stout has an eighty-one credit major in Technical Communications. This is a focused super-major, not based in an English Department, that can just barely be considered a liberal arts program. Missing are the important broad base of knowledge offered by a stronger liberal arts program and the literature courses that, as Marshall Lee asserts in his standard work on book publishing, Bookmaking: Editing/Design/Production (3rd ed. New York: Norton, 2004), are important for anyone who plans to work as an editor in book publishing.
According to Marshall Lee, as of 2004, there is only one major in book publishing in the country—a track offered by the English Department at Hofstra University. There are a few publishing certificates offered, including one at the University of Chicago. There are also two summer publishing institutes: one offered by New York University and the other by Denver University. The Language and Literatures Department’s Professional Writing and Book Publishing track in the English Program will offer a rare and timely opportunity for our students to prepare for a career in book publishing as well as other professional writing careers.
* Note: You must receive approval from System to plan a new Degree or Major (submajors not included)
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