University of Wisconsin-Whitewater

Curriculum Proposal Form #3

New Course

Effective Term:
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Subject Area - Course Number:
POLISCI 418 
Cross-listing:
     
(See Note #1 below)

Course Title: (Limited to 65 characters)
Legal Research and Writing
25-Character Abbreviation:  
Legal Research and Writin


Sponsor(s):  
Jolly Emrey
Department(s):
Political Science
College(s):
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Consultation took place:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes  (list departments and attach consultation sheet)

Departments:       


Programs Affected:
Political Science
Is paperwork complete for those programs? (Use "Form 2" for Catalog & Academic Report updates)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 

will be at future meeting

Prerequisites:
Three units of Political Science 
Grade Basis:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Conventional Letter
 FORMCHECKBOX 

S/NC or Pass/Fail
 

Course will be offered:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Part of Load
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 Above Load 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

On Campus
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Off Campus - Location       

College:
 FORMDROPDOWN 

Dept/Area(s):
Political Science
Instructor:
Jolly Emrey

Note: If the course is dual-listed, instructor must be a member of Grad Faculty.
Check if the Course is to Meet Any of the Following:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Computer Requirement
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Writing Requirement


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Diversity 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  General Education Option:   FORMDROPDOWN 
   

Credit/Contact Hours: (per semester)

Total lab hours:
00
Total lecture hours: 
48
 

Number of credits:
03
Total contact hours:
48 

Can course be taken more than once for credit?  (Repeatability)  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes          If "Yes", answer the following questions:

No of times in major:
     
No of credits in major: 
     
 

No of times in degree:
     
No of credits in degree:
      

Proposal Information: (Procedures can be found at http://acadaff.uww.edu/Handbook/Procedures-Form3.htm)

Course justification:


The components and requirements of this proposed course are currently offered as a one-unit, web-based course in legal research methods and a three-unit independent study.  Students must complete both of the current requirements for the Minor in Legal Studies and the Paralegal Certificate.  The current two course requirement is not taken in any specific order.  Therefore, the instructor is often teaching research methodology to students enrolled in the independent study either as a primer or a refresher course.  In addition, the minor and certificate program are currently enrolled with approximately 50 students.  Given the high enrollment, it is often the case that the instructor must supervise numerous independent studies in any given semester as well as teach the required full load.
The proposed course will allow students to learn the methodology and apply to homework problems and major papers in a traditional classroom setting in a single course, in one semester.  This will facilitate the reinforcement of key concepts and will also allow students to work within groups as well as independently on research problems and writing projects.  Students will have more opportunity to learn from each other as well as the instructor.

Relationship to program assessment objectives:


All Political Science Majors will have an understanding of the American Political system including  knowledge of the U.S. Constitution, Federalism, the institutions and their operation, an understanding of basic constitutional rights, and the role of parties and groups.  In addition, all majors will have required the analytical skills needed for the analysis of political phenomena (Cognitive Development 1), exhibit writing proficiency in the discipline, and be prepared for employment, graduate school, and/or professional school (Skills Objectives 1 and 2).  The proposed course facilitates these assessment objectives as follows:
Upon completing this course students should be able to:

1.
Students will have knowledge of legal resource materials including:  Court Reports and Reporters, 
Federal and State Digests and Codes, Legal Encyclopedias, and Constitutions and Statutes.   
Students will also be able to locate these materials in a library and through web-based legal 
research databases.

2.
Students will have proficiency in the use of standard legal citation.

3.
Students will exhibit writing proficiency in the discipline using legal research methodology by 
writing two major papers:  an internal memorandum and a full legal brief. 

4.
Students will understand the interrelationship of law, politics, and government.

5.
Students will be prepared for employment, professional school, and/or graduate school.

This proposed course will satisfy a requirement for the Minor in Legal Studies and the Paralegal Certificate.

Budgetary impact:

The course will be taught by the same faculty teaching the one-unit web-based course and the three-unit independent studies it is replacing.  The course will be worked into the current rotation and other courses will be placed on a longer rotation.
Course description:


The purpose of this course is to introduce students to research and writing in the field of public law.  Students will learn how to use a variety of legal resource materials and how to cite the materials appropriately.  Students will also demonstrate a mastery of these skills by completing homework assignments and by writing two major papers.
Course requisites:


Three units of Political Science.
If dual listed, list graduate level requirements for the following:

1. Content (e.g., What are additional presentation/project requirements?) 


2. Intensity (e.g., How are the processes and standards of evaluation different for graduates and undergraduates? ) 


3. Self-Directed (e.g., How are research expectations differ for graduates and undergraduates?) 


Course objectives and tentative course syllabus:
Upon completing this course students will have a solid foundation in the location, citation, and application of a variety of legal research materials.  Students will have the knowledge to use sources according to the norms of legal research methodology.  Students will be able to discriminate between official and unofficial reporters, for example, and to utilize both materials where appropriate.  Students will also be proficient in using a variety of commonly applied legal materials for both state and federal case, statutory, and codified law.  Students will have learned how to locate these materials in a law library and how to access these materials from web-based sources.  Students will also be able to demonstrate their proficiency in the use of these materials by completing skill specific homework assignments and by completing two major writing assignments for the course.
Course Overview
This course has been designed to introduce students to the fundamentals of legal research and writing.  During the semester, we will learn to use a variety of legal research materials and we will also learn how to apply and cite these materials where appropriate.  Students will become familiar with the law section and the Government documents section of the UW-Whitewater library.  Students will also be required to visit a law library from time to time, and will learn to use the web-based legal databases available through our library. This course is designed to deepen our understanding of the development and application of law, state and federal, and to deepen our understanding of judicial process.

Individual and Group Work
All homework assignments are to be completed by each student; however, you have also been assigned to a specific group.   Your group assignment (see Group Assignment) refers to the homework problems you are to complete and turn in for credit.  This is NOT a group project.  Rather, you are part of a group where others are working on the same homework problems as you during each week.  You can contact the other members of your group if you are having problems with a particular question, or you can work together as a subset or a team.  It is up to each of you to decide how you wish to proceed.  Do keep in mind that each one of you is held accountable for turning in the homework --- it is not a group homework project (i.e. do not turn in one set of answers for the group).   Please note that I am also available to help you if you have questions.  This course is designed to learn by doing, therefore, students will be working on homework assignments prior to class meetings.  The reading and the homework are to be completed prior to coming to class.  During class, we will spend some time discussing the homework assignments, but for the most part we will discuss the relevance and importance of a research method and we will use court cases (pending and decided) as illustration. 

Assignments

Weekly reading and writing assignments as outlined in the syllabus.  There are also two major writing assignments for this course.  The first paper will be in the form of an internal legal memorandum.  We will discuss in class how to properly write an internal memorandum (style) and students are free to work together in drafting their papers.  To construct the memorandum, students will read cases currently pending on the United States Supreme Court’s docket.  These will be cases that the Court has agreed to review, but has yet to decide.

The second major writing assignment is a full brief.  This assignment will include all components of a standard, full legal brief.  Students will work collaboratively in groups on this assignment.  Group assignments and case assignments will be made by the instructor.  In the final two class meetings, student groups will present the legal arguments in their briefs to the class.  The format will be a “mock oral argument.”  

Homework assignments and papers will be graded on style and substance.  The style appropriate for all assignments is specific and students must demonstrate a mastery of the understanding of the correct form for each in order to successfully pass this course.  

Grades

Weekly Homework Assignments 

  10 pts each


Major Paper 1:  Internal Memorandum

100 pts



Major Paper 2:  Brief



100 pts


Mock Oral Argument



  30 pts

Letter Grades will be assigned as follows:


A =  90 – 100%  of  total points

B =  80 - 89%


C =  70 – 79%


D =  60 – 69%


F =  Below 60%

Policies

The University of Wisconsin-Whitewater is dedicated to a safe, supportive, and non-discriminatory learning environment.  It is the responsibility of all undergraduate and graduate students to familiarize themselves with University policies regarding Special Accommodations, Misconduct, Religious Beliefs Accommodation, Discrimination and Absence for University Sponsored Events.  (For details please refer to the Undergraduate and Graduate Timetables; the “Rights and Responsibilities” section of the Undergraduate Bulletin; the Academic Requirements and Policies and the Facilities and Services sections of the Graduate Bulletin; and the “Student Academic Disciplinary Procedures” [UWS Chapter 14]; and the “Student Nonacademic Disciplinary Procedures” [UWS Chapter 17]).

Reading and Assignments
Week 1

Reading:  Chapters 1 and 2

The legal system, the legal processes, and other background materials

Assignment:  Introduce yourself, discuss your interest in law and legal research

Class Discussion:  A list of cases currently pending on the USSC’s docket will be distributed in class.  Read over the cases and think about those that interest you most.

Week 2

Reading:  Chapter 3

Libraries

Homework Assignment:  Visit our campus library and another library with a legal section (e.g. county law library).  Make note at each library of the legal materials available.  Write a 2-3 page essay describing the resources available at each library.  Compare and contrast noticeable similarities and differences. 

Class Discussion:  Discuss cases and narrow cases to five for internal memorandum assignment.

Week 3

Reading:  Chapter 4   

Court Reports

Homework Assignment:  You are to find and briefly examine three different cases from three different legal jurisdictions for the following subjects:  Freedom of Speech (expression), Freedom of the Press, Search and Seizure.  NOTE:  one case for each topic from three different legal jurisdictions (e.g. Search and Seizure could be a state court case; Freedom of the Press could be a Federal District Court case etc.).  Next, on one sheet provide the appropriate citation for each of the cases you have found.

Class Discussion:  Overview of the format for an internal legal memorandum.  Constructing and identifying a legal question.   Continue discussing selected cases. 

Week 4

Reading:  Chapter 5 in your text. Understanding and Using Federal Court Reports
(PLEASE NOTE:  The chapters in your text are organized according to a specific research topic.  The chapters will help you understand better the purpose of a legal resource or a legal research skill/tool.  Always read the chapters in your text before attempting to complete the homework assignments in the assignment book companion.)

Topic:  Federal Court Reports

Homework Assignment:

 (PLEASE NOTE:  The homework assignments are found in the companion to your text.  Each homework chapter is organized according to text book topic.  There are three types of homework assignments in each chapter and they may be found under the following headings:  Assignment, Drill, and Theme.  “Assignments” are brief identification questions.  “Drills” are a bit more involved and complex.  For example, you may be asked to find a specific case in more than one type of court reporter.   “Themes” are multiple part exercises that involve interrelated material.  The themes will vary with each homework assignment.)

Assignment Book Chapter 4   


Group A: 
Drill 1, A, 1  (Answer the question under A1 only for Drill 1)



Drill 1, C, 1  (Answer the question under C1 only for Drill 1)



Theme 1  (Answer all questions for Theme 1)

Group B:
Drill 1, A, 1 (see Group A)
 


Drill 1, B, 2




Theme 2


Group C:
Drill 1, A, 1 (See Group A)



Drill 1, B, 3




Theme 3

Class Discussion:  Understanding Precedent.  

Week 5

Reading: Chapter 22 in your text. 
Topic: State and Regional Reports
Assignment Book Chapter 5  (Same instructions for Chapter 4 assignments apply)  

Group A: 
Assignment 1, questions 2,4,6,11 and 20




Theme 1


Group B:
Assignment 1, questions 2,4,6,12 and 21




Theme II


 Group C:  
Assignment 1, questions 2,4,6,13 and 22




Theme III

Class Discussion:  Legal Reasoning:  Ratio Decidendi and Orbiter Dicta.

Week 6

Legal Memorandum Due in Class

Topic:  Finding Legal Materials on the Web

Assignment:

This is your week to spend looking at legal sources on the Web and CIS.  First go to http://findlaw.com and http://lawguru.com  Next, examine the structure of these sits and search through them for the legal materials and capabilities they have.  Pay attention to the various search engines on each website.  Write one paragraph describing each of these sites.  

Second, go to the UWW home page and then to the library.  Find the following databases:  Lexis/Nexis and Westlaw.  Write a paragraph evaluating each of these sites.  Include any notable differences between these sites and Findlaw and Lawguru.

Third, select any legal topic of interest to you and visit the above sites.  Describe what kinds of materials are listed when you put the same term in each of the search engines.  Include a summary of these materials after the two paragraphs required above.  Be certain to provide the specific search terms you used. 

Week 7 

Reading:  Chapter 7 in your text.
Topic: Digests

Assignment Book Chapter 6:

Group A: 
Assignment 1, questions 7,8, and 9



Assignment 3, questions 1-4

Group B: 
Assignment 1, questions 10,11, and 12



Assignment 3, questions 4-8

Group C:
Assignment 1, questions 13,14, and 15



Assignment 3, questions 9-12

Class Discussion:  Group Assignments and Case Assignments.  The importance of the amicus brief.

Week 8

Reading:  Chapter 8 in your text.
Topic:  Annotated Law Reports

Assignment Book Chapter 7:
Group A:
Assignment 1, B, questions 1-3



Assignment 1, E, questions 1-3



Assignment 1, F, questions 1-3

Group B:
Assignment 1, B, questions 4-6



Assignment 1, E, questions 4-6



Assignment 1, F, questions 4-6

Group C: 
Assignment 1, B, questions 7-9



Assignment 1, E, questions 7-9



Assignment 1, F, questions 7-9

Class Discussion:  Supporting an argument.  Tables of Authorities.

Week 9

Reading:  Chapter 9 in your text.
Topic: Constitutions

Assignment Book Chapter 8:
Group A:
Assignment 1, 1-6



Assignment 2, 1-5



Theme 1, 1-4

Week 9 cont.

Group B:
Assignment 1, 7-12



Assignment 2, 6-10



Theme II, 1-4

Group C:
Assignment 1, 13-18



Assignment 2, 11-15



Theme I or II (you choose) 1-4

Class Discussion:  Relying on authorities other than case law.  

Week 10

Reading:  Chapter 11in your text.
Topic:  Federal Legislation

Assignment Book Chapter 9:
Group A:
Assignment 4, 1-4



Assignment 5, 1-3



Theme 1, A

Group B:
Assignment 4, 5-8



Assignment 5, 1-3



Theme I, A

Group C:
Assignment 4, 9-12



Assignment 5, 7-9



Theme III, A and D

Class Discussion:  Statutory interpretation and legal change.

Week 11

Reading:  Chapter 12 in your text.
Topic:  State and Local Laws

Assignment Book Chapter 11:
Group A:
Assignment 1, 1-10



Assignment 2, 1-10

Group B:
Assignment 1, 1-10



Assignment 2, 11-20

Group C:
Assignment 1, 1-10



Assignment 2, 21-30

Class Discussion:  Identifying jurisdiction and determining supremacy.

Week 12

Reading:  Chapter 15 in your text.
Topic:  Court Rules

Assignment book Chapter 12:
Group A:
Assignment 1, 3-6 and 8-9



Assignment 2, 1-4



Assignment 4, 1-2

Group B:
Assignment 1, 3-6 and 8-9



Assignment 2, 5-8



Assignment 4, 3-4

Group C:
Assignment 1, 3-6 and 8-9



Assignment 2, 9-12



Assignment 3, 5-6

Class Discussion:  Procedural Error and Appeal

Week 13

Reading:  Chapter 16 in your text.
Topic: Shepard’s Citations

Assignment book Chapter 15:
Group A:
Assignment 2, 1-3



Assignment 4, 1-4



Assignment 8, 1-3

Group B:
Assignment 2, 4-6



Assignment 4, 5-8



Assignment 8, 4-6

Group C:
Assignment 2, 7-9



Assignment 4, 9-12



Assignment 8, 7-9

Class Discussion:   Ruling out irrelevant cases.  Understanding the value of a concurrence or dissent.

Week 14

Reading:  Chapter 17 in your text.
Topic:  Legal Encyclopedias

Assignment book Chapter 16:

Group A:
Assignment 1, 1-5



Assignment 3, Drill 1

Group B:
Assignment 1, 6-10



Assignment 3, Drill II

Group C:
Assignment 1, 11-15



Assignment 2, Drill II.

Week 15

Reading:  Chapter 19 in your text
Topic:  Legal Periodicals

Assignment book Chapter 17:

Group A:
Assignment 1, 1-5



Assignment 2, 1-2


ALSO:  go to the periodical section and examine the Wisconsin Law Review and one additional Law Review of your choice. Write one paragraph comparing and contrasting these two journals.

Group B:  
Assignment 1, 6-10



Assignment 2, 3-4


ALSO:  go to the periodical section and examine the Wisconsin Law Review and one additional Law Review of your choice. Write one paragraph comparing and contrasting these two journals

Group C:
Assignment 1, 11-15



Assignment 2, 4-5


ALSO:  go to the periodical section and examine the Wisconsin Law Review and one additional Law Review of your choice. Write one paragraph comparing and contrasting these two journals.

Class Discussion:  Mock Oral Argument.

Week 16

Final briefs are due.  Class will meet at the scheduled date and time of our final examination.

Bibliography: 

Jacobstein, Mersky, and Dunn. 2002.  Fundamentals of Legal Research.  New York:  Foundation 
Press.

Jacobstein, Mersky, and Dunn.  Assignments for Fundamentals of Legal Research.  New York:  
Foundation Press.

Harvard Law Review Association.  The Bluebook:  A Uniform System of Citation (16th edition).

Note:  Students will be reading extensively from current cases on the United States Supreme Court’s docket.  They will also be reading extensively from reporters and case books which will include both federal and state level published opinions.  
Notes:

1. Contact the Registrar's Office (x1570) for available course numbers.  A list of subject areas can be found at http://acadaff.uww.edu/Handbook/SubjectAreas.html
2. The 15 and 25 character abbreviations may be edited for consistency and clarity.

3. Please submit electronically when approved at the college level - signature sheet to follow in hard copy.

Revised 1/02
1
Revised 10/02
1 of 10



