University of Wisconsin-Whitewater

Curriculum Proposal Form #3

New Course

Effective Term:
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Subject Area - Course Number:
ANTHROPL - 302 
Cross-listing:
sociology
(See Note #1 below)

Course Title: (Limited to 65 characters)
Culture, Medicine, and Health
25-Character Abbreviation:  
Culture,Medicine,Health


Sponsor(s):  
Michael J. Oldani
Department(s):
Sociology, Anthropology, and Criminal Justice
College(s):
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Consultation took place:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes  (list departments and attach consultation sheet)

Departments:  
Programs Affected:
sociology and anthropology
Is paperwork complete for those programs? (Use "Form 2" for Catalog & Academic Report updates)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 

will be at future meeting

Prerequisites:
GenEd 130: Individual and Society 130 or 3 units of sociology or anthropl.
Grade Basis:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Conventional Letter
 FORMCHECKBOX 

S/NC or Pass/Fail
 

Course will be offered:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Part of Load
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 Above Load 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

On Campus
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Off Campus - Location 
College:
 FORMDROPDOWN 

Dept/Area(s):
Sociology, Anthropology, and Criminal Justice
Instructor:
Michael J. Oldani

Note: If the course is dual-listed, instructor must be a member of Grad Faculty.
Check if the Course is to Meet Any of the Following:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Computer Requirement
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Writing Requirement


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Diversity 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  General Education Option:   FORMDROPDOWN 
   

Credit/Contact Hours: (per semester)

Total lab hours:
0
Total lecture hours: 
48
 

Number of credits:
3
Total contact hours:
48 

Can course be taken more than once for credit?  (Repeatability)  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes          If "Yes", answer the following questions:

No of times in major:
n/a
No of credits in major: 
n/a
 

No of times in degree:
n/a
No of credits in degree:
n/a 

Proposal Information: 
Course justification:


This course fills the need for a cross-cultural survey course that focuses on both western and non western forms of illness, health, and well being.  It will broaden the educational choices available to students who wish to learn about different forms of healthcare in other nations and cultures.  This course will integrate many of the central concepts and topics of anthropology by examining the cultural impact on illness and health at both a local, everyday level and from a more global (and population) level.  The course will be especially valuable to students entering healthcare careers, social work, education, and health-related economics and business fields as well as sociology majors (and anthropology minors).

Relationship to program assessment objectives: This course satisfies the following Sociology, Anthropology, and Criminal Justice Department goals/objectives: 1). This course will be part of a diverse array of courses that will be intellectually challenging that supports all major and minor programs; 2).  This course will aid in faculty research; 3). This course could be taught on-line in the future; 4). The writing assignments for this course will be eligible for various Department and College of Letters and Science writng awards; and 5). This course could eventually be made available for graduate credit and/or honors credit in the future.  In general, the course provides students with knowledge on cross-cultural health issues from a critical medical anthropological perspective.  Students will be expected to achieve the following course objectives/goals:

1. To understand basic medical anthropological methods of inquiry and fieldwork

2. To understand the role of the human body cross-culturally as well as within medical anthropological theory

3. To develop skills in recording and understanding illness through the writing of an illness narrative

4. To develop both research (library and fieldwork) and writing skills that help to identify how disease, illness, and health(care) are social constructed

5. To develop public presentation skills on a health-related topic

6. To develop a critical awareness  regarding the benefits and impact of western, globalized medicine on non-western peoples as well as the limitations of biomedicine from an anthropological perspective

Budgetary impact: Faculty already in place.  Will not impact: campus instructional resource units – staff, materials or recourses in the TIRC.  Will require classroom space.  Departmental and library resources will be required to purchase instructional materials (e.g., books, films, etc.).  Library has adequate holdings on medical anthropology/sociology of health topics.  Would request Library purchase of The Illness Narratives, A. Kleinman and Critical Medial Anthropology, M. Singer and H. Baer, eds. (total cost $50.00).
Not replacing any existing course.

Course description: Medical anthropologists apply critical concepts and ethnographic methods to understand the lived experience of illness and suffering; differing medical practices; and the various ways modern healthcare impacts societies.  This course is an introduction to the field and designed for students in the social sciences, humanities, and biological/health sciences.

Course requisites: N/A


If dual listed, list graduate level requirements for the following: N/A

Course objectives and tentative/proposed course syllabus: 

UW-Whitewater, Fall 2006                                                  Instructor: Michael J. Oldani
Anthropology 302-01                                                               email:   oldanim@uww.edu
T, Th  12:30pm to 1:45pm                                                      phone:   472-1728

Room: HY0215                                                                         office:   Salisbury 339

                                                                                        office hours:   T, Th 9am -10:45am            Prerequisites: GenEd130: Ind. and Soc.

                     or 3 units of Sociology or

                     Anthropology       

Culture, Medicine, and Health

Since its inception, anthropology as a discipline has had an interest in human illness and health.   Medical anthropologists apply anthropological concepts and methods to more fully understanding the lived experience of illness (i.e., suffering); the differing medical practices used to treat and heal individuals;  and the various ways health(care) impacts culture and society (and vise versa).  This intermediate level course will be an introduction to the field of medical anthropology and is designed for students in the social sciences, humanities, and biological sciences.  We will explore the different ways cultural anthropologists approach the study of illness and health(care) while highlighting the recent emergence of science studies, which, along with medical anthropology, continues to assess the impact of modern biomedicine on western and non-western peoples.   

Objectives:

1. To understand basic medical anthropological methods of inquiry and fieldwork

2. To understand the role of the human body cross-culturally as well as within medical anthropological theory

3. To develop skills in recording and understanding illness through the writing of an illness narrative

4. To develop both research (library and fieldwork) and writing skills that help to identify how disease, illness, and helath(care) are social constructed

Books for Purchase/eventual Rental:

The spirit catches you and you fall down: a Hmong child, her American doctors, and the collision of two cultures.  A. Fadiman. Noonday Press. 1998.

The Illness Narratives: Suffering, Healing and the Human Condition. A. Kleinman. Basic Books. 1988.

Infections and Inequalities: The Modern Plagues. California. P. Farmer. 1999

Of Two Minds: The Growing Disorder in American Psychiatry. T. Luhrmann. 2000

Also:

Readings on E-Reserves 

Requirements: 

(See prerequisites above) This course assumes a basic familiarity with anthropological and social science concerns and concepts.  Your success and the success of the course depends on your commitment to complete required readings before each class and to actively participate in our discussions.

Grading:

1. Attendance and participation (10%).  Full attendance throughout the semester is expected and participation is required.  Students will be penalized for missing class and your final grade will ultimately suffer if you choose to frequently miss class.  The knowledge gained throughout the semester will reflect what we discuss collectively in the classroom and this will aid you greatly with assignments, presentations, and final paper(s).  Exceptions include: health situations/medical emergencies, athletic commitments, and personal/family situations.  However, a written healthcare provider note indicating illness and/or prior arrangements must be made with instructor when missing a class.

2. A weekly Critical Thoughts/Comments paper (no more than one page) (15%)

3. One short paper, or “illness narrative,” (6 pages) that will analyze how an individual experiences a clinical encounter (with a doctor, psychologist, healer, etc.) and/or the treatment, biomedical or other.  This will require that you interview a family member or close friend.  You may also consider analyzing an illness narrative found in first person stories, literature, or film. (30%)

4. A short research paper (8-10 pages) that addresses one of the following topics: The social construction of a modern disease, disorder, and/or epidemic; the usage and/or introduction of a new medical technology; or, an exploration the socio-cultural impact of a new (or older) pharmaceutical drug. (30%)

5. Final exam: one open essay question. (15%)  

(The UW-Whitewater grading Scale:)

90% - 100%  =   A

80    -   89     =    B

70    -  79      =    C

60    -  69      =    D

        < 60      =    F

Weekly Plan

(Course Calendar: Exact dates to be determined)

Week 1

Important questions, Course Methodology, and Interpretative/Critical Approaches

“Do finger prints lie?” New Yorker, e-reserves

“Hormones for men” New Yorker, e-reserves

“Medical anthropology and the problem of belief,” B. Good, e-reserves.

Week 2

Exploring the (medical) Body

The Spirit Catches you, Chapter 1

“The Notion of Body Techniques,” M. Mauss, e-reserves

“The Mindful Body,” Scheper-Hughes and M. Lock, e-reserves

“Premenstrual Syndrome, Work Discipline and Anger,” The Woman in the Body. E. Martin, e-reserves.

Week 3

Spirit, Body and Medical Practices

The Spirit Catches You

Film: Trance and Dance in Bali by Margaret Mead

Week 4

Illness Narratives and Critical Medical Anthropology

Studies on Hysteria. Breuer and Freud, excerpts, e-reserves

The Illness Narratives, (pp. 1-55), Kleinman

“The Production of Possession: Spirits and the Multinational Corporation in Malaysia,” A. Ong, e-reserves

“Life of the Mind,” J. Biehl, e-reserves

Week 5

Culture as Pathogen, Culture as Cure

“The physical effect on the individual of the idea of death suggested by the collectivity,”

M. Mauss, e-reserves

“Born to Die: Witchcraft and infanticide in Bariba Culture,” C. Sargent, e-reserves 

“Belief as Pathogen, Belief as Medicine,” R. Han and A. Kleinman, e-reserves

“The sorcerer and his magic,” Levi-Strauss, e-reserves

“The shaman’s needle: Development, shamanic agency, and intermediacy in Agurna Lands, Peru,” S. Greene, e-reserves 

“Physiology and symbols: The anthropological implications of the placebo effect,” 

D. Moerman, e-reserves

Week 6

Illness Narratives continued

Illness Narratives, Kleinman (final discussions)

“The narrative representation of experience,” B. Good, e-reserve 

Begin Illness Narrative class presentations 

Film: TBA
Week 7

The Bio-politics of health, Part I - History

“The politics of health in the eighteenth century,” M. Foucault, e-reserve

“ Behavior, disease, and health in the twentieth-century United States: The moral valence of individual risk,” in Morality and Health. A. Brandt, P. Rozin (eds), e-reserves

Infections and Inequalities: The Modern Plagues, P. Farmer (excerpts)

Illness Narrative presentations, cont.

Week 8

The Bio-politics of health, Part II – Bioethics

“The Tuskegee syphilis experiment: A moral astigmatism,” S. Harding, e-reserves

Strangers at the bedside: A history of how law and bioethics transformed medical decision making. (excerpts) D. Rothman, e-reserves

Film: Deadly Deception 

Illness Narratives Due (presentations concluded)

Week 9

Infections and Inequalities

Infections and Inequalities, P. Farmer

Death Without Weeping, N. Scheper-Hughes (excerpts), e-reserves

Week 10

(Ab)normality, Psychiatry, and Culture

“Anthropology and the Abnormal,” R. Benedict, e-reserves

“Depression, Buddhism, and the work of culture,” G. Obeyeskere, e-reserves

“Psychiatric Power,” M. Foucault, e-reserves

“Why cultural anthropology needs the psychiatrist (with commentaries by A. Kleinman and L. Kirmayer),” E. Sapir, e-reserves

Of Two Minds, T. Luhrmann, (excerpts) 

Film: Titicott Follies 

Week 11

Bio-psychiatry and World Mental Health

World Mental Health: Problems and Priorities in Low-Income Countries, (excerpts) 

R. Desjairlais et al., eds., e-reserves 

“The subject of mental illness: Madness, mad violence and subjectivity in contemporary Indonesia,” B. Good, e-reserves

Of Two Minds, T. Fuhrman

Week 12

Socio-medical Disorders

“When explanations rest: “good enough” brain science and the new socio-medical disorders,” J. Dumit, e-reserves 

“Making up people,” I. Hacking, e-reserves

Running on Ritalin, L. Dillar, (excerpts), e-reserves

“Diagnosing moral disorder,” In Conceiving Risk, Bearing Responsibility: Fetal Alcohol Syndrome and the Diagnosis of Moral Disorder, E. Armstrong 

Film: Generation Rx

Week 13

The Anthropology of Pharmaceuticals: The Global and The Local 

“Maya Medicine in the Biological Gaze: Bioprospecting Research as Herbal Fetishism,” 

R. Nigh, e-reserves

The $800 Million Pill, M. Goozner, (excerpts), e-reserves

“The Anxieties of Globalization: Antidepressant sales and Economic Crisis in Argentina,” A. Lakoff, e-reserves 

“Thick Prescriptions: Toward an interpretation of pharmaceutical sales practices,” M. Oldani, e-reserves

Week 14

Pharmaceutical Culture

Better Than Well, C. Elliot (excerpts), e-reserves

Prozac as a way of life, C. Elliot, et al eds., e-reserves

“The meaning of symptoms,” Freud, e-reserves 

Film: Sex, Drugs, and Middle Age, CBC

Week 15

Futures: Life and Death 

“Postmodern procreation: A cultural account of assisted reproduction,” S. Franklyn

Testing Woman, Testing the Fetus: The Social Impact of Amniocentesis, R. Rapp

“The global traffic in human organs,” N. Scheper-Hughes
Twice Dead, M. Lock (excerpts), e-reserves

Week 16

Final papers due

Final exam question given out

Additional Information:

The University of Wisconsin-Whitewater is dedicated to a safe, supportive and non-discriminatory learning environment.  It is the responsibility of all undergraduate and graduate students to familiarize themselves with University policies regarding Special Accommodations, Academic Misconduct, Religious Beliefs Accommodation, Discrimination and Absence for University Sponsored Events (for details please refer to the Schedule of Classes; the “Rights and Responsibilities” section of the Undergraduate Catalog; the Academic Requirements and Policies and the Facilities and Services sections of the Graduate Catalog; and the “Student Academic Disciplinary Procedures (UWS Chapter 14); and the “Student Nonacademic Disciplinary Procedures" (UWS Chapter 17). 

The UW System standard for work required per credit is that students are expected to invest at least 3 hours of combined in-class and out-of-class work per week for each academic unit (credit) of coursework; thus, a 3-credit course will typically require a minimum of 9 hours of work per week (144 hrs./semester).
Bibliography: (Articles to be made available through E-reserves included in Weekly Plan 

                         of Syllabus above.)

** - indicates available at UWW library 
Biehl, João

     2005     Vita: Life in a Zone of Social Abandonment. Berkeley: University of 

                 California Press. 

Das, Veena, A. Kleinman, M. Lock, M. Ramphele, P. Reynolds

     2001     Remaking a World: Violence, Social Suffering, and Recovery. Berkeley:

                  University of California Press.

Elliot, Carl

     2003   Better Than Well.  New York: W.W. Norton and Company.

Fadiman, Anne**

     2000     The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down
Farmer, Paul**

1999 Infections and Inequalities: The Modern Plagues.

Foucault, Michel**

1965 Madness and Civilization: A History of Insanity in the Age of Reason, 

translated by Richard Howard. Vintage Books: New York.  

Golden, Janet**

     2005    Message in a Bottle: The Making of Fetal Alcohol Syndrome. Cambridge:

                 Harvard University Press.

Goozner, Merrill

2004 The $800 Million Pill: The Truth Behind the Cost of New Drugs. Berkeley: University of California Press.
Bibliography, cont.

Healy, David

1997    The Anti-Depressant Era. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.**

2002    The Creation of Psychopharmacology. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. 

2004 Let Them Eat Prozac: The Unhealthy Relationship Between the Pharmaceutical Industry 

            and Depression. New York: New York University Press.
Illich, Ivan**

     1976     Medical Nemesis: The Expropriation of Health. London: Bantam Books.
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     1998      Colonizing Bodies: Aboriginal Health and Healing in British Columbia
                   1900-50. Vancouver: University of British Columbia Press.

Kleinman, Arthur

     1988    The Illness Narratives.
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     1997     Social Suffering. Berkeley: University of California Press.
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     1987     The Woman in the Body: A Cultural Analysis of Reproduction. 
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     1996     Disciplined Hearts: History, Identity and Depression in an American Indian
                  Community. Berkeley: University of California Press.

Reynolds Whyte, S., S. van der Geest, and A. Hardon

 
2002
Social Lives of Medicines. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Scheper-Hughes, Nancy**

      1992     Death Without Weeping: The Violence of Everyday Life in Brazil.

                  Berkeley: University of California Berkeley.
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1995 Critical Medical Anthropology. Amityville, NY: Baywood Publishing.

Singer, Merril, H. Baer and I. Susser**

2002 Medical Anthropology and the World System.
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