University of Wisconsin-Whitewater

Curriculum Proposal Form #2

Change in Degree, Major, or Submajor

Effective Term:
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Type of Action:
 FORMDROPDOWN 

Degree:
 FORMDROPDOWN 

Program Title:
Speech Minor


GPA Requirement for the Major/Submajor:
Presently 2.0 for this minor
Sponsor(s):  
Sally Vogl-Bauer


Department(s):
Communication


College(s):
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Consultation took place:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes  (list departments and attach consultation sheet)

Departments:       
Proposal Information:  

(Procedures can be found at http://acadaff.uww.edu/Handbook/Procedures-Form2.htm)  

Total number of credit units in program:

Before change
24     
After change
24


1. Exact description of request:

Summary

From (as listed in catalog and on AR)
Speech Minor: 24 Credits

Required Courses:

SPEECH 325
Psychology of Speech

SPEECH 359
Rhetoric of the Western World

Elective Courses:

Select 18 credits in SPEECH (except 110) in consultation with a speech communication advisor.  9 of these credits must be at the 300 or 400 level.  Any prerequisites MUST be met to be enrolled in these courses.

To (to be listed in catalog and on AR)

Speech Minor: 24 Credits

Required Courses:

SPEECH 431 Mass Communication in Society or SPEECH 422 Communication Theories


SPEECH 424  Cross Cultural Communication

**SPEECH 431 carries a prerequisite that could count towards the minor

Elective Courses:

Select 18 credits in SPEECH (except 110 or 131) in consultation with a speech communication advisor.  At least 9 of these credits must be at the 300 or 400 level.  Any prerequisites MUST be satisfied to be enrolled in these courses.

Must have a GPA of 2.0 to declare the speech minor and at least a GPA of 2.50 within the speech minor at the time of completion.  This GPA requirement is to increase the quality of  students.
2. Relationship to mission and strategic plan of institution, and/or college and department goals and objectives:  These proposed changes reinforce the mission of the department and university to prepare our students for the challenges of the 21st century.  In addition, the theoretical requirement enhances the rigor of the minor.  This is consistent with the NSSE findings suggesting that greater expectations should be applied across and within our curricular offerings.  

3. Rationale:  The present speech minor has not been reexamined for over 20 years.  Upon reexamining the curriculum it became apparent that students could receive a speech minor without ever taking a theoretical course associated with the discipline.  In addition, with the continued emphasis on cross cultural communication, it seemed reasonable to include this course as a requirement for all speech minors.

The balance of the minor was left open to allow continued flexibility in the course offerings students are able to take.  Courses in speech range from offerings in public relations and organizational communication to interpersonal communication and electronic media.  As a result, we wished to keep the flexibility of the original minor, while attempting to improve the background of students declaring a minor in speech.
4. Cost Implications:  The cost implications are minimal.  At the present time, all of the newly proposed required courses are taught every semester and some are also included as summer offerings.  Furthermore, the department will be able to address any future curricular needs for the minor since the status SPEECH 359 may now be reexamined (this had been the only program where this course was included as a program requirement).
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