University of Wisconsin-Whitewater

Curriculum Proposal Form #2

Change in Degree, Major, or Submajor

Effective Term:
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Type of Action:
 FORMDROPDOWN 

Degree:
 FORMDROPDOWN 

Program Title:
Public Relations


GPA Requirement for the Major/Submajor:
2.25
Sponsor(s):  
Peter Smudde/Sue Wildermuth


Department(s):
Communication


College(s):
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Consultation took place:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes  (list departments and attach consultation sheet)

Departments:       
Proposal Information:  

(Procedures can be found at http://acadaff.uww.edu/Handbook/Procedures-Form2.htm)  

Total number of credit units in program:

Before change
36
After change
36


1. Exact description of request:

Change elective courses for the public relations major (i.e., techniques and theory) and minor. 
From (as listed in catalog and on AR)
MAJOR - 36 UNITS

1. SPEECH 202, SPEECH 203, SPEECH 204, SPEECH 302 AND

SPEECH 402

2. SPEECH 345 AND SPEECH 424

3. SELECT 9 UNITS FROM:

JOURNLSM 220, JOURNLSM/SPEECH 241, JOURNLSM

303, JOURNLSM 310, JOURNLSM 320, JOURNLSM 360,

SPEECH 303, SPEECH 240, SPEECH 238, SPEECH 330,

SPEECH 340, SPEECH 493I

Note: Other techniques-oriented courses, 200 level or above, may be substituted

for these electives with the approval of the student's

advisor.

4. SELECT 6 UNITS FROM:

JOURNLSM 420, JOURNLSM 430, SPEECH 325, SPEECH

326, SPEECH 327, SPEECH 328, SPEECH 420, SPEECH

422, SPEECH 431, SPEECH 485, SPEECH 498 (No more

than two units/term can be applied to the major.)

Note: Other theory-oriented courses, 300 level or above, may be substituted

for these electives with the approval of the student's advisor.

AN APPROVED MINOR IS REQUIRED FOR THIS MAJOR
To (to be listed in catalog and on AR)

MAJOR - 36 UNITS

1. SPEECH 202, SPEECH 203, SPEECH 204, SPEECH 302 AND

SPEECH 402

2. SPEECH 345 AND SPEECH 424

3. SELECT 9 UNITS FROM:

ACINDP 150, JOURNLSM 220, JOURNLSM/SPEECH 241, JOURNLSM

303, JOURNLSM 310, JOURNLSM 320, JOURNLSM 360,

SPEECH 303, SPEECH 240, SPEECH 238, SPEECH 330,

SPEECH 340, SPEECH 493I

Note: Other techniques-oriented courses, 200 level or above, may be substituted

for these electives with the approval of the student's

advisor.

4. SELECT 6 UNITS FROM:

JOURNLSM 420, JOURNLSM 430, SPEECH 325, SPEECH

326, SPEECH 327, SPEECH 328, SPEECH 363, SPEECH 420, SPEECH

422, SPEECH 431, SPEECH 485, JOURNALISM/SPEECH 364, SPEECH 491, SPEECH 498 (No more

than two units/term can be applied to the major.)

Note: Other theory-oriented courses, 300 level or above, may be substituted

for these electives with the approval of the student's advisor.

AN APPROVED MINOR IS REQUIRED FOR THIS MAJOR
2. Relationship to mission and strategic plan of institution, and/or college and department goals and objectives:

This revision of electives reflects changes occurring in the discipline and workplace. In the public relations curriculum emphasis is placed on public relations practice by medium (i.e., web-based communications) and industry (e.g., health care). This change will enable our students to develop more-specific skill sets and knowledge to these fields that they may show to prospective employers, thereby demonstrating their understanding and application of advanced learning principles.
One of the goals of the university and the department is to internationalize the curriculum.  Allowing a travel study course to count in the sub-major would assist us in reaching that goal.

3. Rationale:

Journalism 320 and Speech 325 have not been in demand among public relations majors, largely due to their academic interests and, particularly, their career goals. Demand among public relations majors has been rising for Journalism 150 and Speech 363 because these courses fit well with their academic interests and career goals. Speech 364 is a new course focused on what it takes to lead a communications function in nonacademic settings.
The department currently sponsors a yearly travel study course.  Additionally, the department leadership and faculty are very supportive of the travel study option and the benefits it provides for students.  However, many of the department’s submajors do not currently have travel study as an elective option on their check-sheets.  Thus, each time a student wants to participate in the department’s travel study course and wants credit in their sub-major for the course, Dr. Weiss has to approve a substitution.  Adding travel study to list of electives would eliminate this problem.

4. Cost Implications:

None.
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