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Department Of Occupational and Environmental Safety & Health
Phone: 262-472-1117
E-Mail: safety@uww.edu

Faculty:  

The Department of Occupational and Environmental Safety & Health (OESH) prepares students…

(new paragraph)
The occupational ergonomics emphasis prepares students to meet the growing demand for safety professionals capable of dealing with work-related musculoskeletal disorders (WMSD).  This emphasis provides students with a comprehensive background in ergonomic work analysis, hazard assessment, and program development in a variety of essential industries.

Driver Education Licensure is part of …

The OESH Department offers two General Education …

DRIVER   EDUCATION   LICENSURE…
Licensed elementary, junior high, or …

MAJORS/EMPHASES
GPA Requirements for Internship …

OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY (BS)

(Remains unchanged)

OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY- CONSTRUCTION SAFETY EMPHASIS (BS)
(Remains unchanged)

OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY - OCCUPATIONAL ERGONOMICS EMPHASIS (BS)
UNIQUE REQUIREMENTS (22 UNITS)

 1.
CHEM 102 AND CHEM 104

 2.
PHYSCS 130

 3.
BIOLOGY 120, BIOLOGY 361, OR PEPROF 271

 4.
ECON 245, EDFOUND 482, MATH 230, OR MATH 231

MAJOR REQUIREMENTS (66-67 UNITS)

 1.
SAFETY 201, SAFETY 450, SAFETY 453, AND SAFETY 488

 2.
SAFETY 380, SAFETY 420, SAFETY 479, SAFETY 481, SAFETY 483, SAFETY 485

 3.
SAFETY 471, SAFETY 472

 4.
SAFETY 470 (2 UNITS) AND SAFETY 492 (12 UNITS)

 5.
ITBE 353

 6.
SELECT 6 UNITS FROM: ECON 353, FNBSLW 446, MANGEMNT 306, MANGEMNT 320, MANGEMNT 430 AND MANGEMNT 486

 7.
SELECT 5-6 UNITS FROM COURSES: PEPROF 281, SAFETY 255, SAFETY 260, SAFETY 381, SAFETY 382, SAFETY 383, SAFETY 384, SAFETY 482, SAFETY 487, SAFETY 489, AND COMDIS 444

Additional Requirements: Students must successfully complete a comprehensive examination prior to beginning their professional semester

Student Learning Objectives

This emphasis will provide the student with a comprehensive background in occupational ergonomics and enable him/her to:

·  Identify and evaluate work-related ergonomic hazards
· Design and implement successful ergonomic risk controls
· Plan ergonomic risk management activities for a variety of industries
Detailed learning objectives are provided for each separate course and listed in the syllabi.
List of Courses to Be Included

The occupational ergonomics emphasis will consist of the following courses. Complete curriculum proposals for each new course are attached for reference.

SAFETY 488 – Ergonomics

SAFETY 471 – Applied Methods in Ergonomics

SAFETY 472 – Advanced Industrial Ergonomics

These three courses were developed under the guidance of our Occupational Ergonomics Advisory Board, which consists of nine members representing academic departments from UW-Whitewater, UW-Madison, and Western Michigan University, industry practitioners, and federal regulatory agencies.  The advisory board first determined the breadth and depth of knowledge that would be appropriate for an emphasis in this area. The Board then provided support on how this content would best be distributed across three courses taken in a progressive sequence.

In addition to the three courses students will be required to complete a compressive examination.  Two of these courses (i.e., SAFETY 471 and 472) would substitute for 6 credits of safety electives currently required for the major, and thus not increase the units to graduation for students selecting the emphasis.  Occupational Safety majors completing all degree requirements including the three-course sequence, and receiving a passing grade on the comprehensive exam will be awarded a BS in Occupational Safety - Occupational Ergonomics Emphasis.

 4-year Plan of Course Offerings 

Fall 2006:

SAFETY 488 – Ergonomics

SAFETY 471 – Applied Methods in Ergonomics

Spring 2007:

SAFETY 488 – Ergonomics

SAFETY 472 – Advanced Industrial Ergonomics

Fall 2007

SAFETY 488 – Ergonomics

SAFETY 471 – Applied Methods in Ergonomics

Spring 2008:

SAFETY 488 – Ergonomics

SAFETY 472 – Advanced Industrial Ergonomics

Fall 2008:

SAFETY 488 – Ergonomics

SAFETY 471 – Applied Methods in Ergonomics

Spring 2009:

SAFETY 488 – Ergonomics

SAFETY 472 – Advanced Industrial Ergonomics

Fall 2009:

SAFETY 488 – Ergonomics

SAFETY 471 – Applied Methods in Ergonomics

Spring 2010:

SAFETY 488 – Ergonomics

SAFETY 472 – Advanced Industrial Ergonomics

Assessment Plan for the Program
Program assessment will be integrated into an existing departmental assessment plan.

Resources Needed to Support the Program  

No additional resources are needed to support the program. The new courses are replacing other existing courses, thus the minimal additional teaching load imposed on the department.

Student Need/Demand for the Program 

The costs of work-related musculoskeletal disorders for the nation have been intensely discussed in the media and have been the focus of attention for government agencies, workers' compensation boards, and private and public organizations.  All this attention and the recognition of the benefits to be gained from ergonomics programs have increased the demand for professionals who can effectively address these concerns.

The Occupational Ergonomics Emphasis will be helpful for students seeking a career as OESH professionals as well as for organizations, which are experiencing great difficulty in finding qualified people to lead their efforts in reducing the incidence of WMSD.  The emphasis will offer a unique expertise in a high demand field, which will differentiate the UWW-OESH graduates from others across the nation.  Additionally, the undergraduate Occupational Safety major seeking a broader occupational safety and health education could benefit from taking any number of these courses as safety electives.

Relation of the program to other programs on campus, in the UW System, and in the region 

This program has no relations to other programs at UW-Whitewater, in the UW system, or in the region. 
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