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Course justification:


The average high school graduate spends no less than 16,380 hours in school. Consequently, most Americans feel as if they know enough about school to make informed decision at the polls. Too often, however, educational decisions are based on politics and economics, not pedagogy. Lortie (1977), in his study of pre-service teachers,  named this phenomenon the “apprenticeship of observation.” Currently, students pursuing degrees in education are given the opportunity to examine this thing we call school, to ask what is school, why is it this way, and how should it change to meet the needs of learners? The consideration of these questions will benefit other students as well. Currently, there is no course offered at UW-Whitewater that affords students the opportunity to examine American public education. The proposed course will expose students to a variety of faculty views as they explore the various aspects of American public education addressed in the twelve units of study. Course units will be arranged in a manner that encourages students to examine the assumptions they have about education; they will begin to appreciate a professional view of public education as opposed to the politicized, popular, apprenticeship-of-observation-inspired view of what happens and/or should happen in schools.  The course will lead students to examine the forces that affect public education in America. Students will come to understand how schools are funded and examine the rights of students and teachers. The course will open the College of Education to the entire student body, all of whom are and will continue to be education consumers.

Relationship to program assessment objectives:


Students enrolled in the course will be expected to:

· Think critically and analytically about forces affecting public education in America; integrate and synthesize knowledge and draw conclusions from information encountered in the twelve units (see attached tentative course syllabus) (General Education Goal #1)

· Be prepared to make sound ethical and value judgments as education consumers based on an understanding of the socioeconomic forces affecting students and teachers, and a knowledge of past successes, failures, and consequences of educational movements, especially major curricular and legal movements (General Education Goal #2)

· Understand and appreciate the cultural diversity in American public schools (General Education Goal #3) 

· Communicate effectively in oral and written forms (General Education Goal #5)

· Appreciate the importance of fine and performing arts programs in public schools (General Education Goal #7) 

Budgetary impact:

Limited budgetary impact.  Options being considered include listing the course through continuing ed (extension), writing a UT&L grant to offer faculty summer stipends to develop and present the  individual units, and asking professors to present the units for 1/16 salary overload. 

Course description:

The course explores the political pressures affecting various aspects of public education including legal issues, standards and standardized testing, the Americans with Disabilities Act, school violence, school funding, literacy, language in education, the arts in education, technology in education, multiculturalism, gender issues, and curriculum reform. Units of study will broadly focus on three areas: (1) the mission of public education, (2) the actual practice it engenders, and (3) the impact of that practice on American society. Units will be led by professors having expertise in the areas to be considered.  

Course requisites:


none

If dual listed, list graduate level requirements for the following:

NA

Course objectives and tentative course syllabus:



Informing the Education Consumer: 

Issues in American Public Education

(CIGENRL 214)

TENTATIVE SYLLABUS (Fall 2002)
Coordinator:
Anne D’Antonio Stinson

stinsona@uww.edu

Office:

Winther Hall 3042

Office Phone:
(262) 472-1973

Office Hours:

Required Texts
[A reader will be prepared based on the suggestions of the 14 professors who will present during the Fall 2002 semester.]

Course Description
The course explores the political pressures affecting various aspects of public education including legal issues, standards and standardized testing, the Americans with Disabilities Act, school violence, school funding, literacy, language in education, the arts in education, technology in education, multiculturalism, gender issues, and curriculum reform. Units of study will broadly focus on three areas: (1) the mission of public education, (2) the actual practice it engenders, and (3) the impact of that practice on American society. Units will be led by professors having expertise in the areas to be considered.  

Course Objectives
Students enrolled in the course will be expected to:

· Think critically and analytically about forces affecting public education in America; integrate and synthesize knowledge and draw conclusions from information encountered in the twelve units (see class schedule below) (General Education Goal #1)

· Be prepared to make sound ethical and value judgments as education consumers based on an understanding of the socioeconomic forces affecting students and teachers, and a knowledge of past successes, failures, and consequences of educational movements, especially major curricular and legal movements (General Education Goal #2)

· Understand and appreciate the cultural diversity in American public schools (General Education Goal #3) 

· Communicate effectively in oral and written forms (General Education Goal #5)

· Appreciate the importance of fine and performing arts programs in public schools (General Education Goal #7) 

Course Requirements
· Attend one local school board meeting; view two others on Cable 6; prepare a written response journal

· Document 10 volunteer hours in a public school; prepare a written response journal 

· Prepare written responses to the 12 units (as structured by the individual presenters), including responses to the related readings; 2-3 pages each

· Synthesizing response paper, appropriated references (APA style); 5-6 pages
Evaluation

25%
Attendance and participation; incidental assignments

15%
Volunteer experience and written responses

10%
School board experience and written responses

25%
Written responses to weekly presentations and related readings

25%
Synthesizing response paper
Grade Scale

93-100

A

85-92

B

77-84

C

69-76

D

  0-68

F
Attendance Policy
Students must attend all classes and respond to all presentations in order to earn an A for the course.
Reasonable Modifications Requests

Students in need of some reasonable modification of the instructional context should meet with me as soon as possible to discus the needed modification.  If the modification requires the assistance of personnel, equipment, or materials that are beyond my control, please contact Disabled Student Services.
Class Schedule
	WEEK 1
	Introduction to the course.

Katharina Heyning: A brief history of education in America



	WEEK 2
	Narciso Aleman, C&I: Legal issues in education. Related readings:



	WEEK 3
	Diana Rogers-Adkinson, Special Education: Understanding the Americans with Disabilities Act; how to negotiate the special education system. Related readings:



	WEEK 4
	Virginia Epps, C&I: Standards and standardized testing. Related readings:



	WEEK 5
	Bu Bukowski, HPERC: Funding issues in interscholastic and intercollegiate sports. Related readings:



	WEEK 6
	Annie Stinson, C&I: The future of literacy; debunking the reading myths. Related readings: 



	WEEK 7
	Wallace Sherlock, C&I: Language and education; respecting bilingualism. Related readings:



	WEEK 8
	William Chandler, C&I: The Arts in Education. Related readings:



	WEEK 9
	John Zbikowski, C&I: Technology and education. Related readings:



	WEEK 10
	Ellen Smith, Educational Foundations: Anti-bias education; multiculturalism. Related readings: 



	WEEK 11
	Robin Mello, Educational Foundations: Gender in American education. Related readings:



	WEEK 12
	Colette Dollarhide, Counselor Education, and Jim Larson, Psychology: Understanding and preventing school violence. Related readings:



	WEEK 13
	Phil Makurat, C&I: Curriculum reform; educating for peace. Related readings:



	WEEK 14
	Bringing it all together. Final comments, course evaluations.




Bibliography: (Key or essential references only.  Normally the bibliography should be no more than one or two pages in length.  Indicate current library holdings by placing an asterisk [*])
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