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¢ _Writing Reguirement Total Lab Hours_ 30
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ngmphaSis; S/NC onlv
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i Course Justification: A number of students in the Biological Sciences programs
at the Uriversity of Wisconsin-Whitewaler are enralied in teacher cartification
programs. Many other studenls expect o enter graduale schools, where they will
support their continued education by working as teaching assistants. Both of these
groups of students would benefit from exparience teaching biclogy in addition to the
- opportiunities offered by the Coliege of Edura*son Un lergraduale teaching
assistantships are bef*ommg a national mode! in quality liberal arts and sciences

colleges, and comprehansive university's students are becoming less competitive
partly dus 1o a lack of similar experience. This additional educalional pxpearience will
rnake our students more allractive to school districts and graduale schools and wilj
wmprove their teaching performances by establishing a mentored relationship with
teaching faculty.

fi. Relationship to Program Oblectives: This course should have low student
demand, since ® will not be allowed for majors’ or minors’ credit and on ly highily
motivated and academicalily talented students will be eligible to take this course.
Studanis emod!ng are required 1o have completed the course in which they are
assisting with a grade of B or betler, effectively restricting the course o students in
their second semester or laler. Gragduate studenis will be expected 1o assume more
:auomtary preparation duties and laboratery feadership than undergraduates.

In addition, this course will facilitate accomplishing the following educational.
cbiectives listed in the most recent annua! report from the Depantment of Biological
Sciences: '

a. Subject malter. Assisting laculty in faberatory instructional duties will help the
undergraduale teaching experience student {referred to hereafter as a Laborainry
ASSistant or LA) reinforce her knowladge in the subjec! {aughl, and provide those
students in a class using an LA additional access o in class support. This additional
access 10 instruction should facilitate timely accompiishment of laboratory exercises,
with better mastery of subject material by students.

b. Cognitive development. Studenis in this course witl improve c__;_{at“a thinking,
and problem solving by assisting others in these tasks. Oral prasanlation skifls will
improve with the practice of expiaining and demonstrating course malerial to other
students.

Hi. Budgetary Impac®  Tr»  irse will require no special offerings, since it will be
taughi L *uidyally by contract between e slutrim wo.w » ’qruhv mentor.. Faculty

rmentors will not receive weeshing load compensation for mentoring. wis..ic-ing will ba
regarded as equivalent o sponsacring independent rasearch students in departmenta

=

merit and teaching load consideration, No budgetary impact is anticipated.

V. Programs Affected: This course should supplement the College of Education’s
Practicum programs. Virginia Epps and Michael Nelson, science educalion specialists
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n tha Department of Curriculum and instruction will ba consulted prior to submission

V. Course Bescription: This course provides teaching experience at the college
txvel for undergraduate students. Undergraduate teaching exparienca students wili
assist faculty members in preparing, dalivering, and learing down faboratory or
di'scussion section instructional units in biology courses, conducting review sessions,
anc tutering students undar the diract supervision of a faculty mentor. S/NC only.

Vi. Ftequisites. Grade of B or better in the assigned course, and a G.P.A, of 30 or
Letter. Approval of a faculty mentor and the Biclogical Sciences Department,

Yil. Course Syllabus:
A. Learning Objeclives:
1. Reinforcement of specific course contant
+ 2. Topic outiine; varies with student assignment

3. Methods for evaluation: LA's will be evalualed in part by student
evaluations identical ic those for the faculty member teaching the
course to which the LA ig assigned, and on the basis of
aitendance, participation, and preparation by the supervising
facully member. Undergraduata teaching experience students witt
not be responsible for grading.

4. Text will vary with student assignment

5. Graduats students will be expected 10 assume more laboralory
preparation duties and laboratory leadership than
undergraduates.

6. Specific duties vary with course instructional assignment and are
approved by the facuity menior and the Biological Sciences facuity
On a case by case basis. '

7. Grading is S/NC only,

VI, Bibliography. N/A. Aelerences will mirror those appiying to course assigned.
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