University of Wisconsin-Whitewater

Curriculum Proposal Form #3

New Course

Effective Term:
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Subject Area - Course Number:
SOCIOLGY 473/673 
Cross-listing:
N/A
(See Note #1 below)

Course Title: (Limited to 65 characters)
Social Theory:  Classical and Contemporary Perspectives
25-Character Abbreviation:  
Social Theory


Sponsor(s):  
Darcie Vandegrift
Department(s):
Sociology
College(s):
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Consultation took place:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes  (list departments and attach consultation sheet)

Departments:       


Programs Affected:
None
Is paperwork complete for those programs? (Use "Form 2" for Catalog & Academic Report updates)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 

will be at future meeting

Prerequisites:
6 units in sociology including SOCIOLGY 301 or consent of instructor.
Grade Basis:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Conventional Letter
 FORMCHECKBOX 

S/NC or Pass/Fail
 

Course will be offered:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Part of Load
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 Above Load 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

On Campus
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Off Campus - Location       

College:
 FORMDROPDOWN 

Dept/Area(s):
Sociology
Instructor:
Darcie Vandegrift

Note: If the course is dual-listed, instructor must be a member of Grad Faculty.
Check if the Course is to Meet Any of the Following:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Computer Requirement
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Writing Requirement


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Diversity 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  General Education Option:   FORMDROPDOWN 
   

Credit/Contact Hours: (per semester)

Total lab hours:
     
Total lecture hours: 
48
 

Number of credits:
3
Total contact hours:
48 

Can course be taken more than once for credit?  (Repeatability)  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes          If "Yes", answer the following questions:

No of times in major:
     
No of credits in major: 
     
 

No of times in degree:
     
No of credits in degree:
      

Proposal Information: (Procedures can be found at http://acadaff.uww.edu/Handbook/Procedures-Form3.htm)

Course justification:  This course will replace the department’s current offerings of contemporary and classic sociological theory divided into two courses (474 and 475).  Instead, students will develop a deeper grasp of social theory through a study of  the classical roots of social theory, the influence of classical perspectives on contemporary theorists, and contemporary currents in social theory.  The new course will better serve students as they develop a complete introductory understanding of key theoretical camps in social theory.

Additionally, the course will give students an understanding of current debates in social theory that truly reflect the state of sociological thought in the United States and, to a small extent, internationally.  The course connects the theoretical developments of the past thirty years (including structuration, feminist, multiculturalist and postmodernist theories) with important classical and early contemporary theoretical camps (such as Marxist, Weberian, Durkheimian, Functionalist, and Symbolic Interactionist, Phenomological, Exchange and Rational Choice theories).  The course will better serve majors through enhancing learning about racial and ethnic diversity as well as about socially constructed difference in general.  The students will also read excerpts from original texts instead of a textbook, enhancing their decoding skills of advanced materials.

Relationship to program assessment objectives:


*To develop critical thinking skills and an ability to analyze diverse social phenomena from a sociological perspective.

Budgetary impact:


No financial impact will be associated with the course.  The course will replace Sociology 474 and 476, necessitating no additional instructional staff.  Existing library resources are adequate, and further purchases will come from the regular departmental library budget.

Course description:


An examination of classical and contemporary social thought.  The connections between early major European and contemporary U.S. and international theorists will be emphasized to analyze key areas of sociological inquiry.  The course will map important theoretical camps in sociology as well as conduct analysis of contemporary and historical issues using social theory.

Course requisites:


6 units in sociology including SOCIOLGY 301 or consent of instructor.
If dual listed, list graduate level requirements for the following:

1. Content (e.g., What are additional presentation/project requirements?) 
Students will be required to write an additional research paper.

2. Intensity (e.g., How are the processes and standards of evaluation different for graduates and undergraduates? ) 
Graduate students will be expected to complete work demonstrating higher competency at the analysis and synthesis levels of Bloom’s Taxonomy.  They will be evaluated for their ability to better compare and integrate theoretical perspectives.

3. Self-Directed (e.g., How are research expectations differ for graduates and undergraduates?) 
Graduate students will be expected to work more independently on research, demonstrating an ability to gather secondary data and a higher awareness of creating literature reviews.

Course objectives and tentative course syllabus:



	Contemporary 

Sociological Theory
	SOC 473 Fall 2004


Revised syllabus for first week.  Professor Darcie Vandegrift

It is necessary that you read the syllabus thoroughly. It contains course policies and procedures as well as instructions regarding assignments. Your grade can be affected positively or negatively, depending on how well you attend to the information provided in this document 

Course description:


Each of us does social theory every day.  It’s a basic survival skill.  We create theories to explain why our parents act the way they do, why our workplace is pleasant or terrible, why reality T.V. is so popular, why the United States went to war in Iraq and how our children will live in the year 2030.  Social theories explain the social world, and we depend on them to plan what we are going to do in this world.


Theory is the process of giving voice to a deeper understanding of the social world.  This course and sociological theory in general begins from the premise that the social world (e.g., “life”) is more complicated than it appears, and that this complication, in the words of Patricia Williams, “is a fact of great analytic importance.”  We will spend time this semester talking about how the social world is complicated and how we think this might be important.  We will do this through a series of topics, including office work, low income workers, “salaried parents,” sweatshops, dating, marketing to teens, student activism, and children’s gender socialization.


Our class will be practicing social theory on many kinds of popular culture, most saliently music.  I will be using music, film, and image examples to model “doing” social theory.  You will practice your sociological theorizing in this way as well.  I encourage you to identify for me music of any genre that illustrates sociological concepts and to consider sharing these ideas with your classmates. 


I believe that a social theory course is like a foreign language course.  I expect that students will have to struggle with the new material and that they will make mistakes.  Like a second language, practicing the tasks assigned in class (reading, writing, speaking) is the only way to get better at them, and feedback on this practice (from the instructor or fellow students) will facilitate this.  I do not take attendance, but there is virtually no way to do well in this class unless you can prepare extensively and participate actively in all class periods.  Like mastering another language, the ability to do social theory offers significant personal rewards. 


If you are a student with a disability and would like to discuss accommodations, please do not hesitate to speak with me.  

Course Objectives: 

1. Learn how to explain the world around us drawing on sociological theory.  Actually, all of the objectives you see here go back to this first point.  This class requires that you dig deep to understand the social processes that underlie everyday situations which at first  appear to have an obvious, easy answer.  We will put all the easy answers under a microscope.  How do we do this?  Keep reading…
2. Develop improved decoding skills for difficult reading material.  This is your most demanding class this semester; expect to spend a lot of time on the reading. This course requires you to move up to a new level in reading.  Unlike in other courses, reading before class will not usually leave you with the feeling that you understand the material.  It is only the first step.  We will take several more steps, practicing the process many times, to be able to move on to objective three.  You must trust that this reading will become easier as the semester progresses if you work at it.  I will grade your assignments with the assumption that you are working your hardest and that you will improve over time.
3. Identify the major players in sociological theory and understand each one’s main arguments.  No one is asked to agree with any or all of the theorists we will study, but one requirement is to state in one’s own words the main ideas of each theorist and theoretical camp.  You will be asked to read passages and identify their theoretical position, as well as compare theoretical perspectives.  To guide you in this, the key concepts are listed each week to give you an idea of what’s most important.
4. Develop independent analyses of the social world using social theory.  This is the fun part.  Each theorist is a tool in your own personal social theory toolbox.  You can take pieces of several theorists to create social theory on your own.
Course Requirements and Assessments:

Two hundred points total
· Two exams:





40 points each = 80

Six multiple choice and two essay questions will be on each exam.  Exams cannot be taken in advance; unexcused make-ups will require an alternate, more difficult assignment.  

· In-Class Participation and Homework, 

15 times during the semester:


50 points, in various increments

This includes a participation in group work activities and individual short writing essays.  Some of these points will be awarded for homework completed and discussed in class.  To complete these assignments during the class period, you will need to read the assigned readings before class.  Please note that the activities will not be announced ahead of time; they cannot be made up after the fact.

· Classroom Key-In




20 points

Once during the semester, you will be expected to give a brief (5 minute) presentation about the social and historical contexts of the theorists assigned for the week.  See attached sheet for more information.  Unexcused make-ups will require an alternate, more difficult assignment.  

· The Message in the Music OR Social Theory Cosmo Quiz 
50 points

Your final project will ask you to complete one of two assignments.  Longer descriptions and examples will follow.

Message in the Music:  Write an essay using at least three social theorists and their key concepts to analyze one or two songs.  The songs will be of your choosing.  You will need to turn in a transcript of the song’s lyrics along with your five-page, double-spaced essay.  I strongly prefer that you also turn in a tape, cd, or .mpg file of the song you use.  An example will be posted online one month before the assignment is due.  

Social Theory Cosmo Quiz:  You have taken them; now write one of your very own.  Research and create a list of ten questions for quiz takers to determine which theoretical camp they fall into.  Each question will have a set of choices for the reader (like a quiz in a popular magazine), an exam results scale (also in all magazine quizzes), and a one-two paragraph explanation of each quiz question (unique requirement for course).  An example will be posted online one month before the assignment is due.

We will present our findings in a discussion format the last two class sessions.  No late papers will be accepted

Required Texts:

Rental: Lemert, Charles.  1999.  Sociological Theory:  The Classical and Multicultural Readings.
There will also be limited readings located on Library Electronic Reserves or Desire To Learn (D2L).

Readings, Key Concepts, and Due Dates:

If you are unclear about something you see here, ask Dr. Vandegrift!!!  Don’t delay!

Please note syllabus codes: L=Lemert, D2L=Desire to Learn, E=Electronic reserves.

	Week One 
	What’s Goin’ On?: Course Logistics

	W
	Introductions, syllabus, in-class exercise


	Week Two 
	Taking care of business: What is Sociological Theory?

	Key Concepts:
	Mills (sociological imagination), Smith (standpoint), Lemert (modernity, decentering), Lectures (Marxism, institutionalism, functionalism, symbolic interactionism, postmodernism, epistemology, agency, structure)



	M
	· C. Wright Mills, “The Sociological Imagination” L348-352

· Dorothy Smith, “Knowing a Society from Within:  A Woman’s Standpoint.”  L388-390



	W
	· Social Theory:  It’s Uses and Pleasures, L1-20




	Week Three 

 
	Welcome to the working week:  Working (or Not) in a Capitalist Economy



	Key Concepts:
	Marx’s and Weber’s social context, Marx’s key terms (commodity, labor, capital, estrangement/alienation/objectification, means of life, species being, superstructure), Weber’s key terms (spirit of capitalism, Protestant ethic, iron cage, bureaucracy), contrasting Marx and Weber



	M
	Karl Marx, “Estranged Labor,” L29-36



	W
	Max Weber, “The Spirit of Capitalism and the Iron Cage” L99-104


	Week Four 


	Welcome to the working week:  Working (or Not) in a Capitalist Economy



	Key Concepts:
	Social context of late 20th century workforce, Wilson (job spatial mismatch, problems for low-skilled inner-city workers, structural economic changes, short & long term solutions), Hochschild (first, second, third shift, time bind, commodification of home life, time movement), Aronowitz (manifesto, post-work, effects of downsizing, authors’ overall recommendation for a post-work world, eight points of manifesto)



	M
	· William J. Wilson, “What to Do When Work Disappears” L641-645

· Joel Dresan, “'Stealth depression' seen in some neighborhoods: Minority unemployment high, report says” Link on D2L



	W
	· Arlie Hochschild, “Working Women in the Time Bind” L654-658

· Aronowitz et al, “The Post-Work Manifesto” L635-641

· Lisa Belkin, “Do women lack drive?  Or a wife?” D2L

· Karla Mantilla, “An hour of one’s own” (OPTIONAL) D2L


	Week Five 


	Get Up, Stand Up:

Globalization, Resistance and the Case of Sweatshops



	Key Concepts:
	Social contexts of Durkheim, Rostow/Parsons, Césaire, Gandhi, King Jr.; Details about sweatshops; Durkheim (anomie, social rules, types of solidarity); Rostow (stages of growth, assumptions behind Rostow’s model), Césaire (colonizers, colonized, contact, thingification, affects of colonization)



	M
	· Emile Durkheim, “Anomie and the modern division of labor” L70-1



	W
	· W.W. Rostow, “Modernization and Stages of Growth” L290-297

· Aimé Césaire, “Between the Colonizer and the Colonized” L340-342


	Week Six 


	Get Up, Stand Up:

Globalization, Resistance and the Case of Sweatshops



	Key Concepts:
	Parsons (functionalism, subsystems of action, variables (values, norms, collectivities, roles), Merton (manifest and latent functions), Gandhi (ahisma,satyagraha,  guilt of war for noncombatants), King (merging Christianity and satyagraha, “militant and non-violent mass movement”, “dynamic unity”, “nonviolence vs nonexistence” )


	M
	· Talcott Parsons, “Action Systems and Social Systems” L297-300

· Robert Merton, “Manifest and Latent Functions” L304-309



	W
	· Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, “Nonviolent Force:  A spiritual Dilemma” L261-263 

· Martin Luther King, Jr. “The Power of Nonviolent Action.” L342-348

· Audrey Lorde, “The Master’s Tools Will Never Dismantle the Master’s House.”  L446-449.


	Week Seven 


	Get Up, Stand Up, Continued &

Work It:  Exam Review



	Key Concepts: 
	Coalition, application of last week’s concept to this week’s case study.



	M
	· Darcie Vandegrift, “Race to the Bottom.”  

· Vandegrift, “Preparing a case study.” D2L.



	W
	Review Session Debates:  Bring all assigned texts 


	Week Eight 


	First Exam

Smells Like Teen Spirit:  Culture and the Merchants of Cool

	Key Concepts:
	Alexander:  Where does cool come from?  What is cool?  “Clone cool,”  How racial inequality impacts “cool”.

Klein:  How is cool created by marketers?  Example of Tommy H.



	M
	First Exam

	W
	· Donnell Alexander, “Cool Like Me?” E

· Naomi Klein, “No Logo:  Taking Aim at the Brand Bullies” E


	Week Nine 


	Smells Like Teen Spirit:  Culture and the Merchants of Cool



	Key Concepts:
	Social/political context of Du Bois and Berger/Luckmann, Du Bois (Second sight/double consciousness, being seen as a problem, the veil,  the African influences on American culture), B&L (homo socius, world-closedness, social order as an ongoing human production, habitualization, institutionalization, “three dialectical moments,” role of the next generation)



	M
	· W.E.B. Du Bois, “Double Consciousness and the Veil” L162-172.



	W
	· Peter Berger and Thomas Luckmann, “Society as a Human Product.” L383-388.


	Week Ten 

11/3-11/7
	Smells Like Teen Spirit:  Culture and the Merchants of Cool

	
	Social/political context of Giddens & Marcuse, Giddens (rationalization, practical consciousness, discursive consciousness, agency, agents, structure, social systems, structuration), Marcuse (repressive desublimation, “social controls of technological reality”)



	M
	· Anthony Giddens, “Structure and Agency” E


Declaration of project due in-class



	W
	· Herbert Marcuse, “Repressive Desublimation” L433-436


	Week Eleven 
	In your eyes:  Dating and Symbolic Interaction

	Key Concepts:
	Mead (self, self as subject and object, communication, “normal” multiple personality, generalized other [internalized as ‘me’], response to generalized other [I]), Goffman (dramaturgical, line, face [maintain or be in face/out of face], choices of lines, encounter [what happens during an encounter], informal social control, universal human nature)



	M
	· George Herbert Mead, “The Self, the I, and the Me” L224-229

· Alan Goldsher, “The perfect personal ad in 8 easy steps” D2L



	W
	· Erving Goffman, “On Face-Work” L329-334

· Optional draft of project due in-class


	Week Twelve 
	Free to Be (You and Me): Gender on the Playground

	Key Concepts:
	How gender is transmitted at school; de Beauvoir (the absolute vs the other, why women do not make a movement)



	M
	· Barrie Thorne, Excerpt from Gender Play:  Girls and Boys in School.  E

· Simone de Beauvoir, “Woman as Other” L337-339



	W
	· Pierre Bourdieu, “Structures, Habitus, Practices” L441-446


	Week Thirteen 
	Free to Be (You and Me): Gender on the Playground



	Key Concepts:
	Apply theory to concepts in class.  Hill Collins (matrix of domination, levels of resisting oppression, subjugated knowledges, Afrocentric feminist epistemology, situated knowledge, interplay between oppression and domination).



	M
	· Patricia Hill Collins, “Black Feminist Thought and the Matrix of Domination” L552-564



	W 
	· Music or Quiz Project Due


	Week Fourteen 


	Group Presentations

	Key Concepts:
	Examples and concepts presented in presentations this week will be included on the test next week.   Please come prepared to listen to your colleagues.



	M
	Classroom presentations

	W
	Classroom presentations


	Week Fifteen 
	And In the End:  Finishing Up

	M
	Classroom presentations

	W
	Final thoughts from all & review session (Classroom presentation material and examples will be on the final)
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