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Proposal Information: (Procedures can be found at http://acadaff.uww.edu/Handbook/Procedures-Form3.htm)

Course justification:  This course will provide a vehicle for continuing examination of critical issues in special education for undergraduate, graduate, and educators from the field seeking on-going professional development.  It will also serve as the course within the Professional Develop Core of the Masters Degree in Education: Special Education to promote flexible offerings tailed to the needs of students.  Course delivery will be 2 8-hour periods of instruction.  Courses of this nature also recruit professionals from the field into our graduate program.  To insure need, interest, and timeliness of content, an advisory committee comprised of teachers, administrators, and alumni in the fields of special education, general education, and other related fields will determine content.  National and international leader(s) in the field, recommended by this advisory committee, will provide the instruction for each institute. 


Relationship to program assessment objectives:

The Department of Special Education utilizes the Wisconsin Teaching Standards/National Council for Exceptional Children Standards in our undergraduate and graduate initial teaching licensure program and the National Board Standards for Professional Teachers in our graduate program.  This course will address the following standards assessed through the College of Education Unit Assessment System and the Department of Special Education Graduate Program Assessment System:

Wisconsin Teacher Standards/Council for Exceptional Children Standards:

1. Teachers possess foundational knowledge of the models, theories, and philosophies that form the basis for practice

2. Teachers understand principles of develop and characteristics of learners

3. Teachers understand individual learning differences

4. Teachers implement effective instructional strategies

5. Teachers promote positive learning environments and social interactions

6. Teachers promote effective language interaction skills among students 

7. Teachers engage in effective instructional planning

8. Teachers utilize effective informal and formal assessment techniques

9. Teachers engage in effective and ethical practice

10. Teachers effectively collaborate with parents, professionals, and related service providers.

National Board For Professional Teachers Standards: Exceptional Needs:

Preparing For Student Learning

I. Knowledge of Students

Accomplished teachers of students with exceptional needs consistently use their knowledge of human development and learning and their skills as careful observers of students to understand students’ knowledge, aptitudes, skills, interests, aspirations, and values.

II. Knowledge of Special Education

Accomplished teachers of students with exceptional needs draw on their knowledge of the philosophical, historical, and legal foundations of special education and their knowledge of effective special education practice to organize and design instruction.  In addition, they draw on their specialized knowledge of specific disabilities to set meaningful goals for their students.

III. Communication

Accomplished teachers of students with exceptional needs know the importance of communications in learning.  They know how to use communication skills to help students access, comprehend, and apply information; to help them acquire knowledge; and to enable them to develop and maintain interpersonal relationships.

IV. Diversity

Accomplished teachers of students with exceptional needs create an environment in which equal treatment, fairness, and respect for diversity are modeled, taught, and practiced by all, and they take steps to ensure access to quality learning opportunities for all students.

V. Knowledge of Subject Matter

Accomplished teachers of students with exceptional needs command a core body of knowledge in the disciplines and draw on that knowledge to establish curricular goals, design instruction, facilitate student learning, and assess student progress.

Advanced Student Learning

VI. Meaningful Learning

Accomplished teachers of students with exceptional needs work with students to explore in purposeful ways important and challenging concepts, topics, and issues to build competence and confidence.

VII. Social Development

Accomplished teachers of students with exceptional needs cultivate a sense of efficacy and independence in their students as they develop students’ character, sense of civic and social responsibility, respect for diverse individuals and groups, and ability to work constructively and collaboratively with others.

VIII. Assessment

Accomplished teachers of students with exceptional educational needs design and select a variety of assessment strategies to obtain useful and timely information abut student learning and development and to help students reflect on their own progress.

IX. Learning Environment

Accomplished teachers of students with exceptional needs establish a caring, stimulating, and safe community for learning in which democratic values are fostered and students assume responsibility for learning, show willingness to take intellectual risks, develop self-confidence, and learn to work not only independently but also collaboratively.

X. Instructional Resources

Accomplished teachers of students with exceptional educational needs select, adapt, create, and use rich and varied resources, both human and material.

XI. Family Partnerships

Accomplished teachers of students with exceptional educational needs work collaboratively with parents, guardians, and other caregivers to understand their children and to achieve common educational goals.

Professional Development and Outreach

XII. Reflective Practice

Accomplished teachers of students with exceptional educational needs regularly analyze, evaluate, and strengthen the quality of their practice.

XIII. Contributes to the Profession and to Education

Accomplished teachers of students with exceptional educational needs work independently and collaboratively with colleagues and others to improve schools and to advance knowledge, policy, and practice in their field.
Budgetary impact:


This course will be offered in summer session only and be self-supporting.

Course description:


The Institute is designed with the practical needs of educators in mind and will provide participants a comprehensive examination of current literature and practices related to critical issues facing the field of special education.  Topics are selected on the basis of need, interest, or timeliness and will change each time the course is offered.  Institutes will be offered in the summer session and conducted by international and national leaders with expertise on the topic.  SPECED 482/682 Current Topics in Special Education:  Pre-Institute (1 credit) and SPECED 484/684 Current Topics in Special Education:  Post-Institute (1 credit) can be taken prior to and following each summer institute and provide a more in-depth examination of the topic. 

Course requisites:  undergraduate or graduate status at UW-Whitewater


If dual listed, list graduate level requirements for the following:

1. Content (e.g., What are additional presentation/project requirements?) 

Design an annotated bibliography, including a minimum of 10 citations, of research-based     articles examining instructional practices related to the topic.

2. Intensity (e.g., How are the processes and standards of evaluation different for graduates and undergraduates?)


Undergraduates are evaluated by the WTS/CEC standards and graduates are evaluated by the NBPT standards. 


3. Self-Directed (e.g., How are research expectations differ for graduates and undergraduates?) 
            Undergraduates are assigned readings; graduates are required to seek out a wider array of research-based articles related to the topic and provide research abstracts.

Course objectives and tentative course syllabus:

Participants will examine foundations of contemporary practice, contemporary issues and practices, and issues related to practice: centered on some of the following issues facing the field of special education:

· Competing perspectives

· Definitional debates

· Placement controversy

· Assessment and instruction

· Early intervention and prevention

· Transition

· School reform

· Home-School Community-Agency Partnerships

· Legal, political, and economic issues

· Results of schooling

· Continuing challenges

Day One Outline (7.5 hours):



· Conceptual and practical issues and the reflection in practice.

· Mission, ideals, goals, and objectives of current innovations to address issue

· The role and current conditions of special education in relation to issue and practice

· Research on definitional issues and characteristics of learners impacted by the issue

· Assessment practices

· Relationship between views on causality and treatment/intervention practices

Day Two Outline (7.5 hours):

· Factors that influence intervention decisions

· Review of research-based interventions

· Demonstration and practice on specific interventions 

· Identifying desired educational results and appropriate structures for implementation of specific interventions.

Evaluation Methods:

1. Develop a case study of a individual with a disability or special need related to the topic addressed by the institute.

2. Design an intervention program to meet the specific needs of the individual determined in the case study.  Cite support for each intervention from course readings.

3. Abstract 3 research-based journal articles related to the topic (graduate only) 

Proposed Text:

Sorrells-Sindelar, A.M. (2003).  Critical Issues in Special Education.  Austin, Texas:  PRO-Ed Publications.

Bibliography: (Key or essential references only.  Normally the bibliography should be no more than one or two pages in length.  Indicate current library holdings by placing an asterisk [*])
Algozzine, B., Thurlow, M.L.., & Ysseldyke, J.D. (2000).  Critical Issues in Special Education.  Boston:                                Houghton Mifflin.

Byrnes, M.A. (2002).  Taking sides:  Clashing views on controversial issues in special education.  Boston:  University of       Mass.

Sorrells-Sindelar, A.M. (2003).  Critical Issues in Special Education.  Austin, Texas:  PRO-Ed Publications.

*  Selected readings related to topic from journals in the field of special education and related fields; such as:

Communication Disorders Quarterly

Exceptional Children

Focus on Autism and Other Developmental Disabilities

Intervention in School and Clinic

Journal of Disabilities Policy Studies

Journal of Emotional Behavioral Disorders

Journal of Learning Disabilities

Journal of Positive Behavior Interventions

Journal of Special Education

Remedial and Special Education

Topics in Early Childhood Special Education

Notes:

1. Contact the Registrar's Office (x1570) for available course numbers.  A list of subject areas can be found at http://acadaff.uww.edu/Handbook/SubjectAreas.html
2. The 15 and 25 character abbreviations may be edited for consistency and clarity.
3. Please submit electronically when approved at the college level - signature sheet to follow in hard copy.
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