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Proposal Information:  The Graduate Certification in the Autism Specialist Program is designed to prepare professionals with Bachelor Degrees in Education or related fields to teach and work with individuals with autism.  

(Procedures can be found at http://acadaff.uww.edu/Handbook/Procedures-Form1.htm) 

* Note: You must receive approval from System to plan a new Degree or Major (submajors not included)

                       For System requirements see ACIS-1guidelines at http://www.uwsa.edu/acadaff/acis/index.htm  

PROPOSAL FOR GRADUATE CERTIFICATION 

IN AUTISM SPECIALIST PROGRAM:

DEPARTMENT OF SPECIAL EDUCATION

A. Description of the program

Tentative Bulletin description

The Graduate Certificate in the Autism Specialist Program is designed to prepare professionals with Bachelor Degrees in Education or related fields to teach and work with individuals with autism.

Tentative list of courses to be included in the program:

Foundations of Autism (SPECED 607)- 3 credits

Methods for Teaching Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder (SPECED 608)- 3 credits

*Augmentative & Alternative Communication (COMDIS 683)- 3 credits

*Crisis Prevention and Intervention (SPECED 609)-3 credits

*Reflective Practice & Action Research (SPECED 702)- 3 credits

*Applied Action Research in Special Education (SPECED 704)- 3 credits

* denotes an existing course
The Certificate Program in Autism will require a minimum of 16 credits of the above listed courses.  Completion of the capstone course, Applied Action Research in Special Education (SPECED 704) represents the final requirements for the Autism Specialist Certificate.

Entrance Requirements

A Bachelor Degree

A minimum of 2.75 overall grade point average 

Applicants for this program must have taken SPECED 205 Psychology of the Exceptional Child or equivalent or have instructor permission.
Note:  Credits earned in the Autism Specialist Certification Program may also count toward the Master of Science in Education Degree Program in Special Education.

Goals and learning objectives of the program

The goal of the Autism Specialist Certificate Program is to prepare personnel with undergraduate degrees in education or related fields to teach and/ or coordinate services for individuals with autism.  

Program objectives for this certificate program include:

Prepare participants to distinguish autism from other disorders on the Pervasive Developmental Disorders Spectrum.

Prepare participants to identify sensory issues for individuals with autism.
Prepare participants to distinguish the strengths and weaknesses of various intervention models for individuals with autism, including:  Llovaas therapy, sensory integration, TEACCH; and activity based instruction.

Prepare participants to identify effective methods of assessment for determining communication and function skills for individuals with autism.

Facilitate participants’ understanding of the Picture Exchange Communication system and its effectiveness with individuals with autism.

Prepare percipients to conduct in action based research activities as a strategy for promoting movement toward nationally based standards and initiating reform within classrooms, the school district, and the community.

Prepare participants to conduct action-based research as a mechanism for conducting an evaluation of local reform initiatives, CEC Standards, and the National Board of Professional Teaching Standards for Exceptional Needs.

B. Relation of the program to institutional mission, strategic plan and college/department goals and objectives:

The Autism Specialist Certificate Program is designed to complement the Master of Science degree in Special Education.  

The Autism Specialist Certificate Program is designed to increase student enrollment in graduate courses within the College of Education and the Department of Special Education.
The Autism Specialist Certificate Program is designed to assist school districts as they attempt to comply with federal and state laws that mandate appropriate educational services for children with autism.    The growing numbers of students identified with autism combined with increased faculty demands necessitates the availability of specialized training in this area.

C. Relation of the program to other programs on campus, in the UW System and in the Region:

No similar program currently exists on the UW-Whitewater campus.  There are no similar programs that exist in the UW System.  It is anticipated that this certificate program will serve as a feeder to the current MSE Degree Program in Special Education.  

The Autism Specialist Certification Program will expand the visibility of our graduate options throughout the state and the region.  

D. Projected source of resources to support the program

The Departments of Special Education and Communicative Disorders will staff the program.  Additional faculty will not be needed due to the expertise of the current faculty.  Most courses will be offered during summer session.  

E. Student need and/or demand for the program

Data supplied by the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction (DPI) indicate that in 1998 1,052 students were identified with autism.  By 2002, that number has jumped to 2,581 identified students (please see the attached DPI table).  Supply and demand data published by the DPI indicate a shortage of special education personnel in the state of Wisconsin.  Moreover, national data indicate that a severe shortage exists with respect to autism specialist personnel.  It is anticipated that in conjunction with a comprehensive recruitment program, the UW-Whitewater Autism Specialist Certificate Program will draw heavily from the urban areas in southern Wisconsin and northern Illinois.  A focused recruitment plan will also target educators in the rural areas of southern Wisconsin and northern Illinois.  
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