Memo

To: Richard Lee, Dean of Graduate Studies, Cant. Education & Summer Session

From: 
Joyce Huang 

CC: 
Provost Telfer 

Library Team

Date: March 14, 2003

Re: Proposal to receive e-copy of thesis in addition to paper

Currently, the library receives two copies of masters’ theses from graduate students choosing theses route. A copy is housed in the Special Collections, and a copy in the circulating collection. I would like to propose that the Graduate Office ask these students to also submit an electronic copy on a floppy disc. The FY2002 Academic Library Survey (sent out by National Center for Education Statistics) has a question asking whether the library provides “electronic theses and dissertations produced by your students”. If an electronic copy is received, we can post the thesis on the Web in HTML or .pdf format easily. Without the electronic copy, we can also scan the printed copy and post on the Web in .pdf format; it will require more work at our end.

Making masters theses available electronically will facilitate scholarly communication.

It fits the models of many academic institutions in creating escholarship repositories

to promote open access to research. By offering broader access to research from

UW-Whitewater students it will also raise visibility, status and public value of the 

University.

I do not know if authors need to sign an agreement to allow us make the material electronically accessible, free and open. Such material has always been available though not as easily. The user can either purchase the thesis through UM!, or borrow through interlibrary loan.

In terms of needed resources from the University, I think we would need a file/data server; the cost is probably under $5000. The library can plan it into next year’s budget, or if your office can fund it that would be great. Library staff can incorporate the work into regular workflow. The Older theses can be included through scanning.

Please let me know what you think of this proposal. Thank you.

